
Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire Results 
 
Late in 2014, a reorganized Council/community working group finalized a 
questionnaire for all 2,500 households in the parish, which was distributed 
with the Peak Advertiser, a free fortnightly newspaper. The questionnaire 
(Annex 5) included a map of the parish and sought peoples' views on housing 
development, employment, health care, shops, energy, leisure and traffic in 
Darley Dale. Some 270 responses (over 10% of households) completed and 
returned the eight page questionnaire, and there were well over a thousand 
comments and suggestions in addition to the multiple choice questions. Data 
analysis was done by members of the Neighbourhood Plan working group, 
and an exhibition of the main results, and of the Plan process, was organized 
at the Whitworth Institute in early May 2015 (Annex 6).  
 
As the exhibit was up in time for voting day many local people stopped to look 
at the display, and several comments, verbal and written, were made. Copies 
of the data and analysis were made available on the Council web site. Three 
people, drawn at random from the total responses, won £50 prizes, which 
were presented by a member of the WG on 11 May. A photo of the event and 
brief commentary were published in the Matlock Mercury and DD Vision.  

 

A refined version of a questionnaire trialed in 2014 was circulated to all 
households in Darley Dale in early 2015 allowing a three week period within 
which to return completed forms to various venues spread throughout the 
parish.  It consisted of roughly 40 closed questions, with Yes/No, ranking or 
multiple choice responses, as well as 15 open questions with blank comment 
boxes allowing for freely expressed ideas and opinions. 
 
In the 270 completed returned questionnaires there were 1,135 open-ended 
responses. The whole set of data was entered into an Excel spreadsheet by 
two paid independent people familiar with the software. The spreadsheet is 
held in the Town Council office and may be inspected on application to the 
Clerk.  
 
The open-ended questions lent themselves to numerical analysis.  Two 
independent analyses were made and compared, the text comments taking 
much longer to process, but serving to guide the Plan. 
 
A summary of the whole was put together and put on public display in the 
entrance hall of the Whitworth Institute for a prolonged period either side of 
the May 7th 2015 elections when it was thought that a large number of people 
would be passing through to the ballot boxes.  A clipboard was made 
available for written comments, and about a dozen were generated. The 
following is a summary of the results of the Questionnaire. 

Households – The Office of National Statistics describes Darley Dale as 
ethnically 97% white, with a large proportion aged 65 or over (22% compared 
to 16% nationally). But the economically active portion of the population, aged 



25 -64, is about average at 51%.Numbers under 25 are a fifth lower than the 
national average, but on a par with district population figures.  Both short term 
and long term unemployment are roughly half the national average. Sixty 
percent of the returned questionnaires came from the over 65 age group. 

Neighbourhood character – 68% of respondents said that Darley Dale 
should continue to develop within the boundaries of the existing settlements, 
whilst 23% thought that additional settlements could be created away from the 
A6. Only 18% proposed that a recognizable “town centre” should be 
developed. 

Housing –86% of respondents said that additional housing should be built on 
brownfield sites only, and, given the choices of brownfield, infill, creating 
higher density and Greenfield sites, less than 5% put Greenfield first choice, 
and 77% put Greenfield last.   

Employment – more local employment was the popular choice of 76% of 
respondents, and 67% thought that brownfield sites were the areas to create 
this employment. 

Shops – 88% decided that Darley Dale was well served by the existing 
variety of shops.Matlock is regarded as the main shopping centre by 77%, 
with Chesterfield at 23% and Bakewell trailing a distance behind at 5%. 

Green energy – when asked if installing water turbines in the River Derwent 
should be considered, 83% said yes. Putting solar panels on all new roofs 
was regarded positively by 73%, whereas the introduction of more wind power 
split the respondents equally.  

Health – the Whitworth Community Hospital and the doctors’ clinic (currently 
in Two Dales) provide a valuable local service. 94% wanted to keep the 
hospital open, and 65% wanted the hospital to continue with its provision of 
Minor A&E and consultants. Indeed a variety of suggestions for expansion 
were offered. 

Traffic –in considering improving lives and safety, yet without disrupting traffic 
on the A6 major road too much, just over half of respondents thought that 
providing additional pedestrian crossings and providing speed warning 
indicators would be useful.  Although 82% considered current speed limits 
satisfactory, and 69% thought they were generally obeyed, 74% thought that 
installing traffic lights on the A6/Chesterfield Road junction would be 
beneficial.  55% use public transport, mostly to Matlock and Bakewell, but 
45% of these respondents also use public transport to Chesterfield, and only 
a fifth further afield. 60% thought it good or reasonable.  

Leisure – when asked if there were adequate play facilities for children in 
Darley Dale, 54% thought that there were.  
 



The Questionnaire and questionnaire results are held in Excel spreadsheet 
format electronically by the Clerk in the Darley Dale Town Council offices in 
the Whitworth Institute. 
 
 

 


