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Merry
Christmas!
IT’S PANTO TIME!
(Oh yes it is!)

This years Community Award winners, see inside >>>
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Mayor’s
Column:

Your Town Councillors are:
Dave Oakley (Chair/Mayor)
Alan Long (Whitworth Chair)
Jason Farmer (Vice Chair)

fter another testing
A
year I am more
grateful than ever to
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live in our lovely town.
A few months ago,
we asked some of you
what you valued most
about Darley Dale and
the thing that came
up again and again was the sense of
Community.
Interestingly the thing you disliked
most was the traffic on the A6
and I’ve been pressing the County
Council daily over the unacceptable
disruptions we’ve seen. Some of
us, along with local residents, even
donned hi-viz jackets to control
the traffic after the lights failed one
weekend.
While the last couple of years has been
tough for everyone, it has given us a
timely reminder of just how important
friends, neighbours and local
resources like the Whitworth Centre
and Park are to all our wellbeing. As
your Mayor, I promise to do everything
I can to protect and promote our town
and the beautiful surroundings and as
a council we are determined to work
more closely with community groups
and all of you to build on that sense of
community.
In this issue you can learn more about
the community award winners and
nominees who all go the extra mile
for those around them. You can read
about the Pantomime (oh no you
can’t!), see the pictures from our very
well-attended Remembrance Service
and get the latest news from the
Whitworth Centre and Park. We have
a lot to be proud of in Darley Dale and
Christmas is a good time to celebrate
that so Merry Xmas and a Happy New
Year!
David Oakley - Mayor

Follow us on social media.
Search for Darley Dale Town
Council
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Dawn Ward
Carolyn Curtis
James Dowling

Ann Elliott
Jason Atkin
John Mordue

Town Clerk Team: Ian Adkin & Jason Hedley
T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

Meet Your Councillors
I

was born in Darley Dale and love the
town and the area. I have been a resident
and worked here my whole life and
worked closely with the local community
through various business activities. In my
spare time I very much enjoy driving and
maintaining cars and even go to the odd
car show. I joined the local council because
I’m passionate about aligning business,
community and the council to achieve
better social, economic and environmental
outcomes and I think this is best done when people are invested and active
in the long-term outcomes of the town they live in.
As Vice-Chair I believe that the big challenges we will face over the next few
years will only be solved if we start first at a local level. Small, sustainable local
action can lead to major widespread change and I am looking forward to
continuing to serve the local community in new and innovative ways.

Traffic disruption on the A6

N

one of us will miss the roadworks outside the Medical Centre and
at one point Councillors and residents were forced to don high-viz
jackets and take control when the lights failed so thanks to all involved.
We continue to press the County Council to make sure any disruptions
are absolutely necessary and as short as possible. For the latest situation
on road closures check the DCC website at one.network
We welcome residents to our Council and Committee meetings – for
more information check our noticeboards or the Calendar on the
Council website.

Grit bins...

A

reminder that the sand
and salt in our grit bins
is for use on pavements
and roads and should not
be used on your private
property. Some grit bins are
the responsibility of DDDC
and some are managed by
the Town Council but if you
spot a grit bin that needs
refilling google “Derbyshire
County Council grit bins” and
use the link to report it. That
way you can be sure that the
right people get the message
as quickly as possible.

Do you keep chickens
or pet birds?

T

hen you need to be aware of
the new housing measures to
restrict the risk of Avian Flu which
came into force on Monday
29 November 2021. Anyone
keeping pigeons, poultry or other
domestic birds must now keep
them separate from wild birds
and clean and disinfect before
and after contact with captive
birds. You can find out more
by calling the Town Council on
01629 735248 and by visiting
www.gov.uk/guidance/avianinfluenza-bird-flu
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Best kept allotment winners!
A

bit later in the year than we’d like, we have revived
the annual awards for the best kept allotments.
With almost 70 plots, Darley Dale Town Council has
one of the largest collections of allotments in the
area and we are trying to create more to deal with
increasing demand. Our judge this year was Councillor
John Mordue who chose Ray Barber (Church Road)
(right) and Keith Banbrook and Cllr Mordue (Oddford)
(far left) as winners, both plots being well stocked and
managed as well as providing a quiet space to relax
after a long day’s work. Cllr Mordue was impressed
by the overall standard, especially so late in the year,
and said “everyone who looks after an allotment is a
winner. Renting an allotment is a great way to get fit
and there’s nothing like the taste of fresh fruit and
vegetables that you grew yourself”. There’s a great
sense of community too at both our Oddford Lane
and Church Road sites so if you’d like to have your
own little green space, get in touch.

Lest We Forget
A

remembrance service took place on
Remembrance Sunday to honour those
who had given their lives or who had been
injured during various conflicts in the war.
The ceremony was supported by Darley
Dale Town Council, the Royal British Legion,
veterans, civic leaders, members of the local
church congregation, cubs, scouts, brownies
and was accompanied by the Darley Dale
Town Band. A solemn parade took place
along the A6 Road which was followed by an
interdenominational church service in the
Whitworth Park conducted by the Reverend
Stephen Monk, Rectory of Darley Dale, South
Darley & Winster and widely attended by
members of the local community who came
together to remember those who had given
their lives in the service of their country.
A collection was taken by the Royal British
Legion at the event and amounted to £3000.
Wreaths were laid at the stone memorial in the
park by various dignitaries including the local
MP the Rt Hon Sarah Dines and the local Mayor
Councillor David Oakley. Local school children
from Darley Dale Primary School read out a
poignant rollcall of names of local people who
had lost their lives during the war.
As well as the Darley Dale Town Band
accompanying the congregation throughout
the service, the last post was also played by
one of their members as a fitting tribute at this
simple but effective service.
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Third
Annual

Community

Celebrating Local Excellence

A

beautifully decorated Whitworth
Ballroom was the venue for an inspiring
and occasionally emotional evening at the
Whitworth as the third annual Community
Awards saw the Town Council celebrating
the best of Darley Dale. After last year’s
event was suspended, the host Cllr Alan
Long opened this year’s by inviting all 2020
winners to take a bow including The Sticky
Fig, Jigsaw Foodbank and Keith Sheldon,
last year’s Lifetime Achievement winner.
The awards are voted for by residents and
the host then moved on to share some of
the inspiring stories from the 180 votes
received this year.
A delighted Derbyshire Makers pipped The
Plough, Two Dales and Coates butchers to
the Business of the Year award and Darley
Dale in Bloom scooped the Project of the
Year award ahead of the River Network and
the Plough (who were nominated in two
categories).

Above right: Darley Dale Primary School Head
Teacher Sarah Hudson with School Business
Manager Kelly Addis.

The full list of nominees
and winners are:
Young Hero winner Stanley Redfern with proud parents
Lydia and Joe and little brother Reggie.

The biggest cheer of the night though
was for young Stanley Redfern who as
a Year 1 at Darley Dale School ran 5k
and raised over £1000 for the Stroke
Association after his father suffered a
stroke.
It was an important reminder about just
how lucky we are to have such fantastic
people in our town, so thank you to
everyone who nominated someone and
especially to those people, nominated
or not, who are doing so much to help
others.

Natalie Chakravati of Ivonbrook was a
very deserving winner of the Health and
Social Care Award and Mrs Hudson was
the runaway winner of the Teacher of the
year, proving an inspiration to the children
of Darley Dale School since taking over as
Head. Tom Pilkington’s years of community
service as a Boys’ Brigade Captain,
retirement home musician and band
leader for local dances, were recognised
with the Lifetime Achievement Award.
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Community Business of the year
Derbyshire Makers
Runners-up
The Plough Inn Two Dales &
Coates Butchers
Project of the year
Darley Dale in Bloom
Runners-up
River Network & The Plough Inn
Two Dales
Health and Social Care Award
Natalie Chakravati
Runners-up
Soulmates & Gareth Stubbs
(Inspirative Arts)
Teacher Of the Year
Miss Hudson Darley Dale School
Runner-up
Mary Myers
Volunteer of the year
Stuart Rudkin (DD Cricket Club)
Runners-up
Gill Senior & Barbara Newton
Young Hero
Stanley Redfern
Lifetime Achievement
Tom Pilkington
Runners-up
Tony Umney & Ros Abel

Above left: Last years Lifetime Achievement Award
winner Keith Sheldon with this years winner
Tom Pilkington.

AU DLE Y CARE
S T E L P H I N ’ S PA R K
We deliver care in your own home
Our dedicated team of highly trained carers will
support you based on your individual needs.
We will help you with as little or as much as you
want. You only pay for the time you use.
We go the extra mile to ensure your needs are
met in a safe way with all the correct protections
in place.
Personal support | Companionship
Housekeeping | Specialist care

Contact us to find out more

01629 258 744
info@audleycare.co.uk
www.audleycare.co.uk

AFFORDABLE
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SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR-MADE BLINDS
Peak Blinds offer professional blind sales and installation in the
Derbyshire Peak District and beyond. As a family business, we pride
ourselves on our efficiency, customer service, and reputation. All of
our blinds are tailor-made to meet your needs.
Peak Blinds offer a range of quality blinds and are conﬁdent that we
can provide you with the perfect blinds to match your needs. From
the traditional to the modern, via the sleek and the stylish, we have
an endless array of blinds that will complete the look and feel of your
home.

SUPPORTED BY DARLEY DALE TOWN COUNCIL
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Who
are
The Derbyshire Makers?
Derbyshire Makers is
Tthathea celebrates
creative community
the talents
of individuals and small
businesses who create
their unique products
here in Derbyshire. Inside
our community, we offer
mutual support, friendship
and
collaborative
opportunities to Makers
through a range of different events and activities shared
in our Facebook group and on our user friendly website.
Award Winning: we were thrilled to recently be awarded
Darley Dale ‘Community Business of the Year’, and
are proud of our connections with the Darley Dale
Community since we celebrated the launch of The
Derbyshire Makers in October 2019 at The Whitworth
Centre. We are inclusive: to become a Member we
simply ask that Makers design and craft their unique
products themselves and are based in Derbyshire. With
over 350 members in our Facebook Group, including
hobbyists looking to take their first steps towards
starting a business, part time and established full-time
Makers, our community continues to grow in numbers
and with lots of support from existing members.
We are collaborative: Co-founders, Amanda McConnell,
a Fine Art Photographic Artist, and Lou James, a Creative
Textile Artist are passionate about supporting other
Derbyshire Makers by providing new opportunities to
reach new customers through a number of Artisan Fairs
and Pop Up Galleries & Shops, and for people who love
arts and craft to learn new skills from the wealth of talent
in The Derbyshire Makers community through our ‘Have
a Go’ workshops. We are friendly and inspiring: running
a business on your own can sometimes be a lonely
experience so we provide opportunities for Derbyshire
Makers to share their experiences and offer mutual
support through our Facebook group and at local ‘meet
up’ events. We are creative: all of our Makers create their
own unique products, and with over 350 individual
businesses in our community, there is a wide range of
amazing talent including artists, felters, photographers,
bakers, candle makers, potters, textile artists, fused
glass makers, jewellers, and many more.
Where can you buy our products? We organise a
number of Artisan Fairs and Pop Up Galleries & Shops
in Derbyshire, and these events can be found on our
website at www.thederbyshiremakers.co.uk. It’s been
a busy end to 2021 as we had our Christmas Artisan
Fair at The Whitworth Centre over 2 days at the end
of November, and we are thrilled to be back in The
Gatehouse at Haddon Hall for our Christmas Pop Up
Gallery & Shop, from the 3rd until 23rd December with
13 different Makers each week!
If you’re a Derbyshire Maker, we’d love to invite you to
JOIN OUR COMMUNITY-IT’S FREE, OR if you’re someone
who loves learning new arts and crafts, why not sign
up to receive details about our upcoming Artisan Fairs,
Have a Go Workshops and Pop Up Galleries & Shops
when they’re launched.
Visit www.thederbyshiremakers.co.uk
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

FAIRTRADE
e have an enthusiastic new committee to take
W
us forward to renewing Darley Dale’s airtrade
status in the near future. We already have the Town
Council’s approval and are beginning to find out
what Fairtrade activities are already happening and
what Fairtrade is available in our shops. If you have
not had anyone call to enquire, you may expect
them any day now. We are hoping to complete this
early in the New Year.
There are regular stalls now every Thursday at
the Methodist church hall at lunchtime and at St.
Elphin’s between 10 and 12 on the first Thursday of
the month. Try to get hold of a Christmas catalogue.
It is full of interesting information as well as varied
gifts and goodies. You can place orders at the stalls or
with Ingrid, tel. 01926 735956 at any time.
We are planning to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight for
next year with a series of coffee mornings with stalls
and other interesting activities. We are still waiting
to hear what the Fairtrade theme will be. Watch this
space.
You may remember that we reported that we had
sent £800 to the Traidcraft regenerators appeal.
They raised £656,292 in total, which the government
doubled to £1,312,585, most of which has gone to
Tanzania to the fight against flood destruction. This
is only a drop in the ocean that is needed to mitigate
the effects of climate change in countries which have
few resources to deal with such problems. Fairtrade
has always supported not only the income of small
farmers, but also their methods of cultivation to keep
them as environment friendly as possible. Please
continue to support.
We look forward to hearing from you,
Monica (01629 732935) Ingrid (01629 735956)
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Would you like to be a
Town Councillor?
We have vacancies on the Darley Dale
Town Council and we would like to
appoint local residents to the positions.
You do not need special qualifications,
just an interest in your local area,
willingness to attend meetings and offer
your views. It’s an opportunity to get
involved in local projects and initiatives.
If you would like to be considered please
write to the Town Clerk, either by e-mail
or letter telling us a bit about yourself
and how you could help the Town
Council in its work. The positions are
unpaid.

Happy Christmas
Darley Dale!
A

fter lockdowns and fears and so much loss. I want to wish you
a blessed Christmas. As we hope for new beginnings and fresh
starts in so many ways. Be assured that you and all your loved
ones will be in our prayers over the Advent and Christmas Season.
You’ll see our main services below. Please look at our Website for
more information. You are all very welcome to join us for any or
all of our services. on the 12th we’re having a family carol service
with our Uniformed Organisations and on the 18th Carols With the
two Tinderbox Choirs and Cromford Brass Band!! Two great ways
to start Christmas!! Come along all are very welcome at St Helen’s
Church Darley Dale. If I can help in any way please contact me on
rev.stephenmonk@btinternet.com

Other useful numbers:

St Helen’s Church Christmas Services

Your District Councillors:
Jason Atkin 07866 742146
Mark Salt 761100
Andrew Statham 581014

Sunday 12th
11.00am Family Carol Service with the Scouts, Cubs, Beavers,
Guides and Brownies

For information and help on the
following subjects please call the
appropriate local authority:
County Council
Tel: 580000 or Call Centre 508058:
Consumer Advice and Safety;
Education; Highways; Libraries;
Registration of Births, Marriages
and Deaths; Street Lighting; Trading
Standards.
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Tel: 761100:
Building Regulations; Council Tax;
Concessionary Fares; Dog Wardens;
Environmental Health; Housing
Benefit; Housing;
Planning Permissions; Recreation;
Refuse Collection; Registration of
Elections; Street Cleaning.
Darley Dale Town Council
Tel: 735248:
email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk:
Bus Shelters, Grit Bins, Public
Footpaths.

Saturday 18th
6.00pm Carol Service
Friday 24th
4.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Christmas Eve Holy Communion
Saturday 25th
11.00am Christmas Day Holy Communion

Darley Dale Methodist Church Christmas Servces
Fridays from 1.30 – 2.30pm The church is open for you to
call in for a time of peace, quiet reflection or prayer.
Sundays 10.30am Worship followed by refreshments
First Sunday of the month 6.30pm Worship
Sunday 19th December 6.30pm Carol Service with traditional
readings and carols telling the story of the first Christmas.
Christmas Day Family Service 10.30am Come and celebrate
Christ’s birth.

Our next issue...
We intend to publish quarterly issues with the next
one in spring 2022, if you wish to send in any articles,
photographs or information please do so to one of the
email addresses below.
We welcome residents to our Council and Committee
meetings - for more information check our noticeboards
or the calendar on the Council website..
Town Clerk Team: Ian Adkin & Jason Hedley
T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk
Layout & origination: Louise Mckenzie
T: 07506 595859 E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk

Got something to say?
Got an article to submit?
Taken a great photo in Darley Dale we
could use on the front cover?
Want future copies emailed direct to you?
Want to be on the copy deadline email list?
For any of the above or any other issue relating to The Darley Dale
Town Council Community Voice publication please contact :
Louise Mckenzie: louise@lm-creative.co.uk
Town Clerk Team: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

we’d love to hear from you.
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