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A MESSAGE
WELCOME!

t

o another issue celebrating
achievements, new businesses,
new services, local events and
news. Be sure not to miss The
Town Council’s pantomime ‘Jack &
The Beanstalk’ (one of my personal
favourites!)
From everyone at Community Voice
we would like to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! See you all again in 2018!
Louise McKenzie - Editor

S

FROM THE MAYOR...

ince being elected as Town Mayor last May, I have been
overwhelmed by the warm welcome received from the people
of Darley Dale and feel extremely honoured to represent you as
Mayor. Thank you for your many positive comments and your
support over the year.

I would also like to thank all my fellow Councillors who give up their time freely to help and support
Darley Dale along with the varied groups who work hard all year to make our village such a lovely
place to live with a great community spirit.
The programme of festive events in the run up to “The Big Day” include choral and brass band
concerts, carolling by local school pupils, The Christmas Outdoor Market the Countdown to Christmas
Weekend and the annual Christmas panto at The Whitworth Centre, these all contribute to the buildup of the Christmas season, and I would like to thank everyone involved for all their hard work in
making these events happen.
I would also like to ask that we all remember those that are less fortunate than ourselves, please check
on your elderly or vulnerable neighbours, friends and relatives to make sure that they are healthy,
safe, warm and not alone this Christmas. Please also spare a thought for those who are missing friends
and family over this Christmas time.
On behalf of Darley Dale Town Council members and employees, I would like to wish you all “A very
Merry Christmas and a healthy, peaceful and prosperous New Year.”
Maresa Mellor

It’s GOLD again for

W

DARLEY DALE IN BLOOM

hat a fabulous day at St Botolph’s Church, Boston in
Lincolnshire, also known as the Boston Stump!

Three members of the Darley Dale committee travelled to
Boston on 13th September for the East Midlands In Bloom awards
ceremony and to come away with a Gold Award again was a fantastic
achievement after all of the hard work that has been put in over the
last year!
Furthermore, Caroline Dale-Leech MBE received the Judges Award for
her sustained support to Darley Dale In Bloom. This is in recognition of
her fund-raising with the Santa rides in December using her historic
carriages, sponsorship of the entrance wall at the Whitworth Park, the
new “Peter’s Planter” in a prominent position in the park and a number
of trees also in the park. Praise indeed!!
The In Bloom committee held their own Celebration Evening on
Monday 18th September where Jeff Bates, chair of East Midlands In
Bloom, presented the Gold Award certificate to Maresa Mellor, Darley
Dale Town Mayor. Jeff also presented the Judges Award to Caroline
Dale-Leech, owner of the Red House Carriage Museum.
Following the presentations, Lyn Mason, chair of the Darley Dale In
Bloom committee, gave a short presentation of the work performed
through the year – fund raising, the careful design for the A6 flower
beds and their planting, maintenance of planters through regular
watering and weeding – all performed diligently by volunteers whose
efforts allowed us to consolidate last year’s Gold Award.
The evening also saw £100 raised through raffle tickets and sale of
2018 calendars and Christmas cards.
With the judges identification of areas for further development in
addition to continued maintenance of our 2017 achievements, there
continues to be a great deal of work to be done. The A6 beds and
planters, and all our tubs have now been cleared and replanted with
the winter/spring bedding; the pansies are starting to flower already!
Fund-raising is a continuous necessity; 2018 calendars and Christmas
cards can be obtained through requests on our Facebook page, at
St. Helen’s Church on Sundays or hopefully at various businesses
throughout Darley Dale. Sunday 10th December gives an opportunity
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to have a carriage ride around the Whitworth Park with Father
Christmas.
The Darley Dale In Bloom committee is very sad to lose its Chair Lyn
Mason and treasurer Mike Backler. We would like to thank them for
their hard work and inspired contribution over the last five years. They
will be sadly missed. In addition to welcoming additional volunteers to
help with planting and maintenance, litter picking, etc, we are
therefore also looking for more committee members to help with
fundraising, publicity and social media.
You can contact them through the Darley Dale in Bloom Facebook
page or Val Singer on 01629 732596.
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PUBLIC TOILETS

Should they stay or should they go?

Y

ou may have read that Derbyshire Dales District Council are considering
closing some public toilets across the Dales as part of their cost cutting
measures.

There are two things we as local residents can do, one is to respond to the
DDDC consultation on line and let them know your views the other is to let
the Town Council know your views for the public toilets located in our Town
on Station Road.
Do you think they should stay or go as part of the savings plan or a third
option would be the Town Council take over their upkeep, cleaning, rates and
maintenance at a cost of approximately £25,000 a year (this doesn’t include a
backlog of essential repairs). We already pay the annual cleaning costs as they
were previously threatened with closure and this was a way of keeping them
open, which has worked successfully for a number of years. (This is included
within the £25,000 figure). We will continue to work with the District Council

to try and negotiate a way to keep
them open but if this fails we will be
faced with the stark choice of keeping
them as property of the Town Council
(along with all the maintenance costs)
or allowing them to close perminantly.
We would like to know your views as
this will help steer the Town Council
towards a community decision .

Please drop a line to the Town Clerk at the Whitworth Centre or email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

WELCOME TO NEW BUSINESSES....

A New Shop for Coates Butchers...

A

ward winning EW
Coates Butchers has
recently
opened
its latest venture at
Broadwalk, Darley Dale formally
Wrights Farm Shop.
At the shop customers will find
a range of Locally Reared Meats
in addition to Homemade Pies,
Quiches, and Deli items. We also
have an extensive range of fruit
& vegetables in stock and don’t
forget Sam’s famous pulled beef
and pork cobs!
The Coates family have
somewhat of a dynasty in the butchery trade. Their first shop opened in
1867 by Francis Coates (above right) in Alrewas in Staffordshire. Since then
his son Eric (above left) opened a shop in Wirksworth and Eric’s son (also
Eric) came left the RAF in 1949 and opened the shop in Two Dales with
his wife Mary. Roger, Eric’s Son, then joined the family business in 1964
eventually taking over in 1981 with his wife Susan, when Roger and Susan
retired, Nick, their son (who had been working at Two Dales since 1991)
with his wife Tanya took over in 2010.
EW Coates Butchers strongly believe in supporting the best local farms
and markets which they have traded with for generations, therefore
supporting the local countryside. Owners Nick & Tanya Coates say “We
are looking forward to welcoming customers both old and new and are
excited to be able to serve you with the regions top quality produce. They
are now taking orders for Christmas Fayre at both shops.

The Square & Compass...

Welcome to Gemma & Tammy Cowley of the Square & Compass Darley
Bridge (previously from The Three Stags). Wishing you both every
success with your new venture!

WE ARE NOW
TAKING CHRISTMAS
FAYRE ORDERS...
poultry
sausages
award winning sausag
ges
home cured bacon
n
homemade pork pies
p
gammon jointss
local produce
& much more....
CHESTERFIELD ROAD, TWO DALES DE4 22EZ

T: 01629 7335
733504

11 DALE ROAD NORTH, DARLEY DALE DE4 2H
2HX

T: 01629 7336
733639
E: ewcoatesbutchers@gmail.co
ewcoatesbutchers@gmail.com

The New Co-op Store...

Welcome to Manager Robert Foster and his team at the new Co-op store. Register for a Co-op membership card and earn rewards for you and
your community!
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WEDNE
20th DE SDAY
CEMBER
2017

Adults £5
Child/Concession £4
TICKETS WILL BE ON SALE FROM 1ST DECEMBER 2017
IN THE TERRACE TEA ROOMS OR FROM THE TOWN CLERK

Sat 9th & Sun 10th December
12

WE’VE JOINED UP WITH MATLOCK MUSICAL
THEATRE TO CREATE A MAGICAL
EXPERIENCE OF PROMENADE THEATRE ON

A JOURNEY TO SEE SANTA....
Please call 01629 733678 to book your tickets
Children: £7.50 includes a gift from Santa
Adults: £2.50 includes a hot drink & a mince pie

Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th December
ON WHITWORTH PARK

FOR ALL THE FAMILY INCLUDING

FOOD STALLS KIDS RIDES CARRIAGE RIDES
STALLS 10am – 4pm KIDS RIDES 10am – 9pm

WITH CAROLS FROM DARLEY DALE BRASS BAND

OUT & ABOUT BUS

Affordable
Quality

The ‘Out and About Shopping Service’ is in your area now!
Getting ‘out and about’ on our shopping buses can make a
big difference to how you feel and helps with practical tasks
like food or household shopping and access to cash and
post office facilities.
We understand getting ‘out and about’ to local groups,
activities and special excursions can make a big difference to
how people feel. Group leaders and organisers can hire our
minibus and driver for regular and occasional trips. Options
include door-to-door or community pick-ups.

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR MADE BLINDS

T: 07581 104919 / 01629 733379
E: info@peakblinds.co.uk
www.peakblinds.co.uk

Our friendly drivers make the journey safe, reliable and
enjoyable and give you that little bit of help you need to
carry shopping and get on and off the bus.
Sharing your journey with other people can help make
friends and reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation and
all our destinations offer you a choice of shopping options,
help if you need it and somewhere for lunch or a well-earned
cuppa!

Affordable, local transport with the
help you need to get out and about!
To book or for more information
please call 01773 766922

Memory Lane....

W

e are pleased to announce that a grant from Foundation
Derbyshire Older People has been awarded to Memory
Lane Darley Dale. The £1404.00 will help sustain some
of the 2018 costs. On December 16th at St. Helens
Church we will host our tenth year Christmas event and thanks
to the grant we are able to invite the award winning Gatepost
Theatre Company to perform songs from their shows and enjoy
a Christmas sing along - the Age UK ‘Out and About’ buses will
help transport people to and from the event. These buses really
will add a new dynamic to the group. The show starts 1.30pm
till 3.30pm. Festive refreshments we be available and a of course
there will be a raffle. The event is free and all are welcome. Thank
you to St Helens Steve & Jane Walker and Phil Hall for helping
keep this well received long running group going. We all look
forward to getting ‘Out and About’ to many more events in 2018.
For further information about Memory Lane please contact
Di Cliff on 07919 116 585.

DEFIBRILLATORS
These can be a life saving device and we are fortunate to
have several in Darley Dale.
Below are the ones we know of, thanks to Iris Wagstaffe, a
local resident, for help in compiling the list and for being
an ambassador in our local area for the promotion of this
facility.
Doctors Surgery, Barringtons and the Whitworth
Centre. St Elphins have one on site that can be used by
their trained staff for anyone using their facilities’. With any
luck none of them will be needed!
If you are aware of any other defibrillators in Darley Dale
please contact the town clerk; 01629 735248 or
email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

Join Friends of The Whitworth!
Come and join us on the first Thursday every month to help look after
the beautiful Whitworth Centre and park. As the Whitworth Centre is a
charity, we greatly appreciate any time you can give us to keep the park
and centre looking their best. You can even enjoy a piece of cake on us to
say thank you after all your hard work!
We are also looking for volunteers at other times so if you feel you’ve got
any time or skills you’d like to donate, please get in touch!
We look forward to hearing from you!
W: www.thewhitworthcentre.co.uk E: whitworthfriends@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS

METHODIST CHURCHES

Services O

join together!

n 1st September, the three Methodist Churches
in Darley Dale – Dale Road, Darley Hillside and
Hackney – joined together as one church called
Darley Dale Methodist Church on the site on Dale Road
North, just along from the Whitworth Centre, which
was formerly known as Dale Road Methodist Church.

T

he churches in Darley Dale would like to wish you all a blessed
Christmas and would welcome you at any of our services and
events during the Christmas Season and at any other time.

Friday 1st December
Donkey Sanctuary Carol Service 7.00pm
St Helen’s Church
Sunday 3rd December
Christingle Service 6.00pm
Darley Dale Methodist Church (Dale Rd)
Celebrating Christmas and raising funds for The Children’s Society
Sunday 3rd December
Uniformed Services (Scouts, Guides & Beavers) Carol Service &
Christmas Fayre 10.00am
St Helen’s Church

Christmas services for Darley Dale Methodist Church
can be found listed to the left in CHRISTMAS SERVICES.

Darley Dale/Onzain

Twinning
Association

Saturday 9th December
Diocesan Bell-ringers Carol Service 5.00pm (Bell ringing from 3pm)
St Helen’s Church
Friday 22nd December
Carol Service 6.00pm
St Helen’s Church
Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve Holy Communion 11.00am
Christmas Eve Carol & Crib Service 4.00pm
Christmas Eve Holy Communion 11.30pm
St Helen’s Church
Christmas Eve Community Carol Service 6.30pm
Darley Dale Methodist Church (Dale Rd)
Monday 25th December - Christmas Day
Family Holy Communion 11.00am
St Helen’s Church
Christmas Day Family Celebration Service 10.30am
Darley Dale Methodist Church (Dale Rd)
For more information about St Helen’s, St Mary’s or St John’s
please contact Rev Stephen Monk 01629 734257 & for the
Methodist Church please contact Rev Robert Foster 01773
827450

FAIRTRADE

A

part from the Summer Fete Weekend, things have
been fairly quiet for Fairtrade over the summer. There
will be various stalls before Christmas, before we
concentrate on Fairtrade Fortnight
February 26th – March 11, 2018. The theme has not yet been
released. We hope to put together an interesting programme
and would welcome new ideas. What would you like to see or
do?
We hope the new Co-op will stock plenty of Fairtrade as they
are usually very good. Check it out – and remember that to be
genuine Fairtrade it must carry the mark.
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I

ts quiet at the moment but we’re getting ready to leap
into action for our next trip to Onzain:Date: Weekend of 16/17 June 2018

Travel: Day before and Day after
Travel mode: Car, plane, train, coach (if required)
Cost: Only travel and spending money
Accommodation: Free - you will stay with a french family
- we suggest you take them a thank you present for their
hospitality.
Who: Any families, groups, individuals.
Our french friends have already asked for the The Derwent
Bowmen and Winster Morris Dancers to go and we await
their confirmation.
Deadline: We do need to have all interested people
confirmed before Christmas. The committee in Onzain can
then match our group with appropriate hosts and organise
the activities whilst we are there.
If you wish to join the group, then contact Kevin Senior
a.s.a.p. - 01629 733953 or 07768 922003 or kevinfsenior@
hotmail.com
To find out more about the Twinning Association, check
out our website - darleydaletwinning.org.uk - where you
will find lots of photos of previous exchange visits.

“Be the best that you can be”
Parents of children born between 1 September 2013 and 31 August 2014, who will be eligible to start
school in September 2018 are warmly invited to arrange a time to visit our school to observe it in action
and speak personally to those children and adults who make this school so warm and friendly, and such
an exciting place to be. Please contact the school office to make an appointment.
We would also welcome feedback from parents of children born between 1 September 2014 and 31
August 2015, who will be entitled to 30 hrs nursery provision or who would be interested in finding out
more about the possibility of nursery education at Churchtown using the following
link http://bit.ly/dctnursery

Mrs Theakston - School Business Officer
Darley Churchtown CE Primary School
Church Road, Darley Dale, Matlock DE4 2GL
Tel: 01629 732236
Email: info@darleychurchtown.derbyshire.sch.uk
www.darleychurchtown.co.uk
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A Thought....
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Words from the poet. John McRae was a Canadian doctor, poet
and lieutenant colonel and sadly after saving many lives he died of
pneumococcus meningitis, while at the front. He wrote the powerful
poem ‘In Flanders Field’. The final stanza written above is so moving, so
powerful.

The idea of those who have given all, then handed on the torch to us. Not
the torch of war and death and violence but the light which will bring
peace, which will build up that which is torn down and finally will make
all things new.
We have a solemn vow to own and promise before the graves of the
service men and women who died so that we can be free. November
is a month of remembrance. We remembered on the first Sunday of
November those who have died, family, friends and loved ones. Then
on the second weekend in November we remember the fallen of the
different wars and conflicts.

Remembrance is a holy act. It calls us to look at the past and learn from
it. It calls us to have the courage to let go of the negative things and to
embrace new opportunities. We the people of Darley Dale are all called
to live fully our lives holding on to the values of service, peace, love,
compassion and care for the weakest in the community. May Christians,
As we remember those who died so that you and I could be free; as we people of no faith and people of other faiths work together for a better
remember the horror of war, violence and social ills we remember the line world built on the sacrifice of those we remembered on Sunday 12th
‘take up your quarrel with the foe: to you from failing hands we throw, the November.
torch; be yours to hold it high.’ This image speaks for us today.
With Kind Regards and every prayer. Stephen Monk (Revd.)

DARLEY DALE BASED

CHARITY receive

Long Service

T

AWARDS!

Robert Redford (left) and Barry Oliver receive their awards from
Mrs Laura Loeber.

wo members of Matlock’s Greenaway Workshop have
celebrated more than 20 years at the charity by becoming
the first to receive long-service awards.

The awards, to Robert Redford and Barry Oliver who between
them have more than 50 years service at the workshop, were
made possible thanks to generous public donations made at
the funeral of founding trustee Chris Loeber in April.
Mr Loeber, a well-known Matlock solicitor, had been a trustee at
Greenaway Workshop since its earliest days in the 1980s helping
people with long-term health issues. It specialises in repairing
and restoring cane and reed furniture and
also runs a small jobbing printers.
The awards were presented by his widow Laura at the workshop
on Old School Close, Hackney.
A spokeswoman for the workshop said: “It is thanks to the
community that we can make these awards now and in the
future.”
The workshop is always open for people with long-term health
issues and would also welcome new volunteers and anyone
who would like to become a trustee.

Well done and a huge thank
you to Matlock Cycling Club
who have raised £249 for
Greenaway workshop over
the past year from their sales
of tea and cakes!

For further enquiries please contact the Workshop Manager, Rachael Kelly on 01629 734089.

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE:
We will have another edition in the Spring which will include all the latest community news and events in and around Darley Dale, as well as
several pages dedicated to local advertising. This will be with you in March 2018. Please email any contributions to the Editor by Monday 5th
February 2018.
The next Town Council meeting will be held in The Old Library, The Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale on Thursday
Design & origination by
14th December starting at 7.00pm. Members of the public are warmly invited to attend.

Editor.............................Louise McKenzie
Town Clerk.................Carol Lavell

T: 01629 733423/07506 595859
T: 01629 735248

E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk
E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

