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A MESSAGE
WELCOME!

O

nce again to another issue
of Community Voice. In
our winter edition we have
local news and updates
as well as details of various festive
events which will be taking place
locally throughout December,
including my personal favourite the pantomime! ....don’t miss it!
Have a Merry Christmas and I’ll
see you again in our first issue of
2016!
Louise McKenzie - Editor

T

FROM THE MAYOR...

his edition of Community Voice has been produced a little
earlier than in previous years, so as to ensure that we can carry
full details of local events taking place during December. So I
am writing this Christmas Message in mid-October, when it is
very difficult to feel Christmassy.

Nevertheless, Christmas is fast approaching and I would like to invite Darley Dale residents, as I have
done on many occasions in the past, to bear in mind that there are some members of our community
who, through age or infirmity or disability, are not able to get out and enjoy the festivities as most of
us can.
Why not call upon any of your neighbours who you feel might be in this situation, either to have a
cup of tea with them, or to invite them round to have a cup of tea with you? Even a small change of
scenery, and the ability to have a bit of gossip, makes a tremendous difference if you don’t get out
very often.
And finally, I would like to take this opportunity of wishing everybody a Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year.

WHITWORTH TRUST LAND
Development Consultations
Following the Autumn Community Voice of September 2015, which
outlined the proposed development on Whitworth Trust land, two
public consultations were held on 22 and 24 September.

E

ach consultation began with an outline of the main purposes
of the proposal:

strongly indicated in the recent Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire
results and that no more green fields should be developed.

To provide a secure income for the Whitworth Trust while
preserving assets in the form of (probably) eight bungalows, and
retaining ownership of the park area
To provide additional capital in the form of a cash sum for the
Trust (the difference between the sale price of the land for
private housing development and the cost of the bungalows)
To provide housing suitable for the local community

In their replies, John Evans and Sam Bettany, directors of the
Whitworth Trust, said that it was hoped that a proper traffic light
control system for the entrance to the Parkway Estate and the
new development would be put in place. It was emphasized that
the proposed Whitworth development is within the settlement
boundary and does not take away views from the A6 towards the
moors because of existing protected trees. It was stressed that this is
public land, yet at the moment no members of the public can use it.

Over 50 people came to the two consultations and several handed in
their thoughts and suggestions afterwards.
Questions were raised about the location and safety of traffic access
to the site, whether other fields along the A6 would be developed,
whether the proposal would have the support of the District
Council, the number of trees to be affected, and the possibility of
development on greenfield sites well away from the A6 in the Darwin
Forest/Ashover end of Darley Dale.
Questions were also raised about the number and types of houses
to be built, whether local people would have any priority, the design
standards, and whether it is really necessary to dispose of this last
asset of the Whitworth Trust. Several people expressed support for
the bungalow development, and urged that the best architectural,
design, layout and building standards advice should be sought.
A resident from the Willow Way side of the proposed development
complained about loss of view over the field. Another resident argued
that the community’s preference for brownfield sites had been very
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In response to a query about the Whitworth Trust’s finances the need
for additional funding for The Whitworth Centre was emphasized:
the present marginal profitability does not allow for projects such as
refitting the kitchen, or major repairs.
Regarding the greenfield nature of the site, John Evans explained
that some green fields in Darley Dale WILL be built on whatever
we may say: developing this one gives the community a chance
to influence where this building occurs; this site does not obstruct
distant views, is inside the settlement boundary, and the benefit and
protection of the Whitworth Institute is specifically part of the Town
Council mandate. The bungalows retained by the Trust would have
priority for local residents, and the possibility of some sort of limited
period of priority for local buyers for the private development would
be further pursued with the developer.
The format of the new public open space would be subject to
consultation with residents.
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DARLEY DALE

Help!

Cricket Club

B

ecome a FRIEND OF THE WHITWORTH CENTRE. If
you enjoy any of the many facilities and activities
provided by the Centre and the Park or if you are
just looking for something interesting to do, come
and help to start a group. The Centre will provide practical
assistance according to what is needed in the building or the
park. The Centre is very expensive to run and finds it difficult
to employ enough staff to do all the things that would
enhance it, so we are looking for a group of volunteers who
would meet on a regular basis to do specific jobs – mostly in
the park. No special skills required – but if you have any, they
would be most welcome. If this idea appeals to you, please
come to an initial meeting to set up the group on Wednesday,
2nd December at 7.30 pm in the Whitworth Centre.
As the run-up to Christmas is such a busy time, we would not
envisage starting work until the New Year. If you are unable
to attend the meeting but would like to join in please get in
touch with me and give me your name and contact. I look
forward to meeting a good crowd on 2nd December.
Ingrid Pasteur.

D

arley Dale Cricket Club members have had another
enjoyable season both on and off the field. The junior
section goes from strength to strength with around
80 boys and girls involved. One boy and one girl
achieved county honours at U-12 and U-15yrs. and a
further nine players played at district level from U-12 to U-15 yrs. The
U-11A, U-12 and U-13 sides all won the Dales section of the Notts. &
Derby Border Youth League. 12 youngsters made their senior debuts
in the Club’s 3rd XI. Winter nets and training will start after Christmas.
Any boys or girls interested in joining would be most welcome and
should contact Stu Rudkin, the Junior Coordinator.
In September the Club hosted, for the first time, the Derbyshire
Disabled Cricket Club, who enjoyed the Club’s fully accessible facilities.
This was the initial stage of the plan by the Derbyshire Cricket Board
to have several locations in the county where disability cricket is
played. The Derbyshire Disabled CC was founded in 2005 and is based
in Darley Abbey, near Derby. They have a squad of around 30 players
(officially profiled as either physically or learning disabled). Anyone
interested, male or female, with either a physical, learning or visual
disability, whether they have played cricket before or not, should
contact Phil Lucas, the Derbyshire Team Manager email - phill987@
tiscali.co.uk tel: 07896204917.

Tel. 01629 735956 or ipasteur@btinternet.com

Youth Club or no Youth Club?

T

At the Derbyshire Cricket Board awards evening, the Club won the
Community Club of the Year award. This award is given to the Club
in the county that has made a substantial contribution to its local
community and schools and has committed coaches and volunteers
that have developed a sustainable club that is at the heart of the
community. This is an outstanding achievement for the Club and is
recognition of the effort and support given by many volunteers.
The Club is always looking for new members. Anyone wishing to join
as a player or supporter will be most welcome. Contacts are – Seniors:
Simon Cotterill- 07900006927 email – sjcotterill@hotmail.co.uk
Juniors: Stu Rudkin – 07493044511 email – juniors@darleydalecc.
co.uk

he Town Council has for the last 10 years, supported,
both financially and physically, the running of a Youth
Club in Darley Dale.

Unfortunately, the Town Council will no longer be able to
support this activity unless the teenagers of Darley Dale, and
their parents, demonstrate that they really want a Youth Club.
During the whole of the last Summer Term, no youngsters
turned up for the Youth Club at the Whitworth Centre. The Town
Council has undertaken to build a self-contained clubhouse
in the grounds of the Whitworth Park, and they will be happy
to look for funding for this project – provided there is enough
interest for the Youth Club to continue.
However, in addition to youngsters being interested, we need
some commitment from parents. Those running the Youth
Club do it on a voluntary basis, and it needs 5 or 6 people (or
preferably more) on a rota, so that individuals are not being
called upon every week. The Town Council is prepared to
make payment to these volunteers, as a demonstration of their
support.
We propose to hold a meeting of interested parents in the near
future. Will any who are prepared to participate in this venture
please telephone the Town Clerk on 01629 735248 to leave their
contact details so that a meeting can be arranged.

Grant Aid........£££

D

o you know that the Town Council includes a sum of money in its budget for grant aid to clubs and organisations in the area?
Applications for grant aid are now being invited and should be submitted to the Town Clerk by 4th January 2016.
The application must be submitted on an application form, which can be obtained from the Town Clerk, at the Town Council
Office at the Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale or by downloading from the website www.darleydale.gov.uk

Telephone 01629 735248 or e mail townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk.
If you are a local club, society or organisation and you are trying to raise money for equipment, events or even small projects then grant
aid through the Town Council may be able to help you achieve this.
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25Years of PEAK UK
In the meantime Pete and his staff
had been working on a brand
new innovation, allowing them to
full colour sublimation print onto
waterproof fabric: something that
no other company in the world does.
The process involves several large
machines and with the deadline of
the 2012 London Olympics looming,
the Peak UK team spent a busy few
weeks in the one completed room
making kit for the British team
paddlers whilst the rest of the factory
was put together around them.

2

5 years ago Pete Astles was an up and coming
canoe slalom racer, funding his sport by working
in a local kayak shop. Unhappy with the quality
of the products on offer at the time, he decided
to try making his own kit. With the help of a sewing
machinist friend, Pete had soon created his own jacket
and buoyancy aid (a flotation vest used by kayakers).
When all his peers started requesting that he make them
their kit as well Pete borrowed some money from his Dad
and bought a sewing machine, some fabric and some
foam, and then taught himself to sew….
A quarter of a century later Peak UK is one of the World’s
leading brands of kayaking wear and is worn by award
winning kayakers, Olympic gold medalists and world
champions over several disciplines.
In the early days Pete rented a room at the Arkwright
Mill complex in Cromford where he employed some
local machinists, before moving to Harveydale Quarry
in Matlock. After a few years Peak UK relocated to the
Molyneux industrial estate in Darley Dale. A brief spell
in Nottingham followed before the urge to move back
to the Derbyshire Dales became too strong and Pete
began to look for land to build Peak UK’s first custom
built premises. Vacant land on Old Road proved to be the
perfect spot and the factory began to take shape.

Two weeks later, the British C2 men’s
crews won gold and silver propelling
them into the limelight and meaning
that Peak UK kit was all over the front
pages of the national newspapers.
Today Peak UK continues to provide
unique custom equipment for
kayakers all over the planet, including
multiple World Freestyle Champion
Claire O’Hara, Double World Extreme
Racing Champion Joe Morley,
National Geographic Adventurer of
the Year Sanu Babu Sunuwar and
Michal Martikan, the most successful
slalom paddler of all time.
This year Peak UK celebrated its 25th
birthday by inviting friends and
former employees to join them for
a weekend of kayaking and fun. The
Square and Compass provided the
camping and food and drinks on the
Friday night, while on the Saturday
night a big party was held at the
Whitworth Centre where around
£2000 was raised to help the people
of Nepal following the devastating
earthquake earlier this year.

MEMORY

Lane

Memory Lane Darley Dale resumed Saturday 24 October 2015
with popular local Artist Mick Mullarkey. This Monthly Community
Group is entering its ninth year this Christmas and attendance
is on the increase. The cost is still £2 along with Optional Raffle.
Drinks and refreshments are always included along with catering
for dietary requirements. The Whitworth Centre Darley Dale hosts
these monthly get togethers.
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In September this year Peak UK were
awarded the Special Jury Prize at the
world’s biggest paddlesports trade
show in Nuremburg, Germany. The
award was for the Custom Printed
range and for 25 years of innovation
in the industry.
Owner and founder Pete Astles said:
“Our home is the Derwent Valley
where more than 200 years ago the
Industrial Textile Revolution began.
We are proud to be bringing a new
textile revolution to the area.”
Still happily settled on Old Road, Peak
UK have a showroom that is open to
the public from Monday to Friday and
welcome people to drop by and say
hello.

For more information
visit their website
www.peakuk.com or
call 01629 732611.

FORTHCOMING MEMORY LANE EVENTS
FOR 2015
Saturday 28th November Entertainment to be arranged
Saturday 19 December Celebrate Christmas with
Memory Lane with our Friends from “Something
Borrowed”and members of Gatepost Theatre Company

All Events are between 2pm and 4 pm and
everyone and anyone welcome

P L E A SE MENTI ON YOU SAW US I N COMMUNI T Y V O I CE

The

Terrace Tea Rooms
If you are walking in the area, why not start the day with one of our cooked breakfasts, cooked
fresh while you wait? Or, if you’ve taken the children to the Park, call in for coffee or tea with
some of our fantastic home-made cakes and scones.
The Café will be open normal daytime hours over the Christmas & New Year break

(We are closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day)

We will have a traditional Christmas menu, and there’s bound to be something to suit your taste.

Umm delicious!

WANT A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH? WE WILL HAVE A CHRISTMAS MENU
OVER THE HOLIDAY. WANT TO BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY? SPEAK TO US
ABOUT HAVING IT IN A PRIVATE ROOM.

Affordable
Quality
SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR MADE BLINDS

T: 07581 104919 / 01629 733379
E: info@peakblinds.co.uk
www.peakblinds.co.uk

Christmas Menu Bookings
kings
ngs
Christmas menu available from
Friday 13th November 2015
Advance bookings only
Station Road, Darley Dale

T: 01629 733255

Dr Nichola Marchant Clinical Psychologist
Psychological therapy:
Cognitive Behaviour Therapy
Dialectical Behaviour Therapy
Schema Therapy
& Compassion Focused Therapy....for all ages
Short and long term therapy options including couples counselling for all mental
health, emotional and relationship difficulties.

SESSIONS ARE AVAILABLE IN
PENTRICH, CRICH & BELPER

T: 07771 391 614
E: rubypsychologicalservices@gmail.com
W: rubypsychologicals.wix.com/ruby
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Darley Dale/Onzain

TWINNING ASSOCIATION
84 french guests, from our twin town Onzain, all staying
with host families and we still don’t know how we did it!

O

n behalf of Darley Dale Town Council, the Mayor, Cllr. John Evans,
welcomed all our guests at a reception, held in Darley Dale Primary
School. The dry late Spring Bank Holiday weekend helped keep
everyone happy, as they enjoyed a hectic two days full of activities;
provided by local people and organisations in and around Darley
Dale. Particular thanks go to Red House Stables, The Arc Walking
Football team, Derwent Bowmen, Matlock Cycling Club, Winster Morris Dancers,
Darley Dale Croquet club, Peak Rail, St. Helen’s Church and especially Darley Dale,
Rowsley and South Darley Primary Schools, who started the entertainment with a
concert on Saturday afternoon. Throughout the weekend both Darley Dale Brass
Band and La Renaissance Band (Onzain town band), together with La Valcissienne
traditional French dancers performed on both days. Also thanks to Darley Darley
Primary School for the use of the school and the Whitworth Trust, who gave us
free reign of Whitworth Park. These acknowledgements show the wide variety of
entertainment that we benefit from in Darley Dale and the Twinning Committee is
most grateful for their help and co-operation.
Three highlights were a concert on Saturday night by Darley Dale Brass Band and La
Renaissance band, on Sunday, a joint service in St. Helen’s Church and, finally, a ride
on Peak Rail during the afternoon.
One of the host families commented: “Events such as this require a tremendous
amount of planning & work to ensure their success. The weekend was a great
showcase for Darley Dale & Onzain & demonstrated that the Association really does
bring groups & individuals together in a positive way”.
Sadly, all good things come to an end and our French friends had a very early start
back on the Monday morning – well, so did the hosts, who had to get them to the
meeting point.
We now look forward to planning a return visit to Onzain sometime next year. If
anyone would like to know more about the Twinning Association, do have a look
at our website www.darleydaletwinning.org.uk and use the contact page to get in
touch.

AN UPDATE FROM

Local Charity First Taste

T

wo Dales based Charity, First
Taste, has been supported by
a generous donation of £1000,
from a recent Golf Tournament
held for the benefit of the Charity,
by Bakewell Rotary Club. Pictured is
Bakewell Rotary Club’s President, Mike
Webb, presenting the £1000 cheque
to First Taste’s Vice-Chairman, John
Simmons.
This donation is to help towards
the production costs of First Taste’s
forthcoming 4th Chair Based Exercise
CD “Yet More Music to Move”. This
CD is being produced specifically to
encourage gentle & appropriate chair
based exercise & reminiscence for
older people with dementia living in
care / nursing homes or attending day
care centres & will feature well known
tunes & songs with voice overs of
the exercises led by physiotherapist,
Angela Hill.

STITCH, KNIT

natter
&

W

e are coming to the end of our
very busy year here at Stitch,
Knit & Natter as we prepare
for Christmas. But what have
we done this year? Between us we made
56 patchwork quilts and 34 knitted Baby
blankets which we presented to Project
Linus - a countrywide project making
comforters for children and babies who
find themselves in difficult circumstances,
we have made a lot of little dresses and
shorts which are on their way out to The
Gambia, and loads of teddies are currently
being sent in Aquaboxes out to areas of
devastation. And that is just the tip of the
iceberg because we have been busy with
our own projects. We have held two Open
Days when we have raised money for
Macmillan Support Nurses with our home
made cakes and refreshments. So you
may ask what is left? Well we are now well
on our way with knitting Twiddlemuffs
for patients with dementia. Want some
inspiration or just good company, then
come along and join us. We meet every
Thursday 2pm - 4pm. Don’t be put off if
we seem toooo busy, we still have time for
a lot of chat. You will always be assured
of a warm welcome. If in doubt contact
Marilyn. 01629 733246

DARLEY DALE’S

A

Work on this new resource has started
and will continue over this winter &
coming spring. First Taste’s Patron,
Baroness Estelle Morris, will lead the
launch of “Yet More Music to Move”
at a special event in the Whitworth
Ballroom on Friday13 May 2016.

Neighbourhood Plan

s readers of Community Voice will know, the Town
Council and the community are working hard to
finalise a Neighbourhood Plan that will ensure that
our voice is heard when planning decisions are made by
the Planning Committee of the District Council.
We are close to finalising a draft Neighbourhood Plan, and
one of the consultants’ reports that has helped us get to
this stage is called “Darley Dale Place Analysis”. The purpose
of this report is to highlight the differences between the
several settlements that make up Darley Dale, and the
community’s strong wish for the settlements not to
converge into one large housing estate.
We now wish to consult with Darley Dale residents on
this report, and we have put it on to our website, www.
darleydale.gov.uk so that all residents can read it. We would
welcome any comments you may have on it. Please send
them to the Town Clerk at townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk
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Psychic Supper Fundraising Evening!
Saturday 30th January 2016

O

ur very own Joseph Whitworth Centre will be playing host this coming January to Haunted
Company, Derbyshire’s premier paranormal events company.

Join Andrew Elson, clairvoyant-medium and founder of Haunted Company, for a fundraising
evening of mediumship and clairvoyance. Andrew will be on stage offering an insight into the spirit
world and providing spiritual readings and guidance. During the evening a delicious supper will be
served to your table and Andrew will visit each table, ultimately offering individual readings to a
selected number of guests. The bar will be open for your convenience.
You could also win tickets to one of Haunted Company’s Paranormal Investigations of The Joseph
Whitworth Centre!
Andrew says: ‘Haunted Company are very proud to support local businesses and charities, and we very
much hope you will join us. We are donating ALL profits from the event to the Whitworth Centre, so
come along, have some fun and help us raise some much needed funds for this fantastic local venue!’

Tickets £40 per head - available from: www.hauntedcompany.com/events
Adults only - minimum age 18 years.
Tickets will be limited - Advance booking recommended!
Doors open at 7pm. Event starts 7.30pm to approx. 10.30pm

DARLEY DALE IN BLOOM

2015 Awards Ceremony

What a fabulous day in Rutland!

F

Town category.

our members of the Darley Dale committee travelled to Rutland Water Golf
Course, Oakham for the East Midlands In Bloom awards ceremony. It was
always going to be a challenge to match the achievements of last year but
to consolidate our position with another Silver Gilt award was no mean
feat! The points allocated this year maintained our position, putting us just
8 points away from our aspirational target of a Gold Award in the Small

Furthermore, Jo Stanistreet and her team at the Flower In The Field project were presented
with the Judge’s Award for the cleverly laid out gardens in petal sections, with each section
growing something different. The judges stated that this is an “amazing allotment facility
which encourages people with mental health issues to dabble with soil and plants as a
fun activity”.
They were extremely complimentary about the tour of Darley Dale on 17th July, declaring
it “an interesting tour which included sites of historical interest, residential gardens, quality
open spaces, new planting schemes and colourful floral displays”. The judges enjoyed “the
short but informative open horse-drawn carriage drive around Whitworth Park by Caroline
Dale-Leech who pointed out areas of interest, improvement and possible future projects”.

The Judge’s Report particularly stated that
visiting Darley Dale Primary School “gave the
judges the opportunity to meet a group of very
enthusiastic children, keen to show off their
wildlife garden”. Specific mention was given in
the report to the new Willow Way Knot Garden
project where “the local community can really
see and enjoy the improvements”.
With the judges’ identification of areas for
further development, our own increasing
number of projects planned for the 2016
competition and the continued consolidation
of the 2015 achievements means there is a
great deal of work to be done. The Darley Dale
In Bloom committee would really welcome
additional volunteers to come forward, if
you are interested or want to find out more
information please visit our website:

www.darleydaleinbloom.co.uk
08 DDCV WINT E R 2 0 1 5

Christmas

making IT easy

Fair

Repairs
Upgrades
Services
Fantastic PC, laptop & printer offers
- with FREE delivery & installation
Cloud back up service
Wireless networks
Web & email hosting
....and much more!

OR

S
AR ER

D F YE OV
HE 15 TING s IN
S
I
BL R OR PC EA
TA VE PP 00 AR
ES O SU 25 THE

T: 01629 534802

Customer Service: 07793 917277 / 07793 867275
E: sales@wishcomputers.co.uk www.wishcomputers.co.uk

Stalls

Santa

Carriage Rides

The Whitworth Centre
Sun 13th Dec 10am - 4pm

ROOM HIRE
Still available for
Christmas parties
- with a bar,
catering & disco
on request

Please contact:

01629 733678

at 1.00pm
Adults £4 Child/Concession
Concession
n £3
TICKETS WILL BE ON SALE FROM 1ST DECEMBER 2015 IN THE TERRACE TEA ROOMS OR FROM THE TOWN CLERK
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CHRISTMAS

T

Services

he churches in Darley Dale would like to wish you all a
blessed Christmas and would welcome you at any of our
services and events during the Christmas Season and at any
other time.

For more information about St Helen’s, St Mary’s or St John’s please
contact Rev Stephen Monk 01629 734257 & for the Methodist
churches please contact Rev Robert Foster 01773 827450

Sunday 29th November

St. Helen’s - 11am United Advent Service
St. Mary’s South Darley - 4pm Carols and Poems

Friday 4th December

St. Helen’s - 7.30pm Carols with DD Brass Band
(Collection for the Whitworth Hospital)

Sunday 6th December

Hackney Methodist, Greenaway Lane - 4.30pm Christingle Service,
children welcome (Collection for The Children’s Society)

Sunday 13th December

Darley Hillside Methodist, Moor Lane - 3.00pm A Celebration of
Christmas with Hillside Choir (Collection for Action for Children)
St. Mary’s South Darley - 4pm Carols and Readings
St. Helen’s - 6pm Carols and readings (with DD Brass Band)

Sunday 20th December

Dale Road Methodist - 9.00am Christmas ‘Messy Church’ for families
Darley Hillside Methodist - 10.30am Carol Service
Hackney Methodist - 10.30am Christmas Praise with DD Brass Band
St. Mary’s South Darley - 4pm Lessons and Carols
St. John’s Winster - 6pm Lessons and Carols
Dale Road Methodist - 6.30pm Carol Service

Thursday 24th December (Christmas Eve)

St. Helen’s - 4pm Carols for families (A short relaxed Carol Service)
Dale Road Methodist - Living Nativity Service at 6.00p.m.
St. John’s Winster - 9pm First Holy Communion of Christmas
St. Mary’s South Darley - 11.30pm Midnight Eucharist
St. Helen’s - 11.30pm Midnight Eucharist

Friday 25th December (Christmas Day)

St. Mary’s South Darley - 10am Family Service with Carols
Dale Road Methodist - 10.30am All Age Worship
St. Helen’s - 11am Holy Communion and Carols

Sunday 27th December (Feast of the Holy Family)
St. John’s Winster - 9am Holy Communion & Carols
St. Mary’s South Darley - 10am Holy Communion & Carols
St. Helens - 11am Holy Communion & Carols

TOWN COUNCIL CAROL SERVICE
13th December 2015 in the Ballroom at The
Whitworth Centre at 2pm
Come and join us for a glass of mulled wine and mince
pies and sing Carols along with Darley Dale Brass
Band. This is during the afternoon of the Whitworth
Christmas Fair.
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W

elcome to Rev Robert Foster who is the new
Minister for the three Methodist churches in
Darley Dale.

Robert was born in Hemel Hempstead in
Hertfordshire, studied for a degree in Computer
Science at University College London and spent 10 years as a
software engineer before moving to Birmingham to train for
the Methodist ministry. He has been a minister for 17 years
and has served the Methodist Church in Hertfordshire and now
in Derbyshire where he has been the minister in Cromford,
Holloway and Wirksworth. Along the way, he has obtained
further degrees in theology, the last of which was a PhD related
to church websites which he was awarded by the University of
Birmingham in 2008.
Robert is not totally new to the area, as he has been part of
the local Methodist group of churches, now known as the Mid
Derbyshire Methodist Circuit, since September 2010. Robert
lives in Belper with his wife Liz and daughter Hannah, who
was 8 in October. He is also the Superintendent Minister of the
Methodist Circuit, so may be preaching in any of the 30 churches
in an area which includes Belper, Heanor, Ilkeston, Matlock and
Ripley, but the focus of his church-based ministry will now be
here in Darley Dale.
The Ministry has been different for Robert in all of the places
where he has served the Church, so he is looking forward to
seeing what God has in store for him in Darley Dale and getting
to know the Darley Dale community much better over the
coming months. Do say “hello” if you see him around the area.
In his spare time, Robert enjoys spending time with family and
friends, exploring the flatter areas of Derbyshire by bike with his
daughter Hannah.

MIND YOUR STEP!

N

o this is not a threat but a caution. In the past
year a few people have slipped on the path
at St. Helen’s Church in Darley Dale. These
include members of the congregation, visitors,
even undertakers. So we need to make the path from the
gate to the hall as safe as possible. We have put signs
up reminding people that the path can be unsafe when
wet, icy etc. We are looking at having a handrail to help
people feel safe as they come to the church door and hall.
We at St. Helen’s have not just a legal, but also a moral
obligation to make our church as safe as reasonably
possible. Therefore we ‘ve asked local trades people
to give us quotes on the cost of a handrail. It will cost
around £10,000 to put a substantial handrail in place but
we feel that it is important to make our church accessible
and safe for all people. We need your help in raising the
money for this project. The people of Darley Dale have
never been slow in supporting the church. So I ask you
to please help us again in this very important project. If
you can give any amount please make cheques payable
to St. Helen’s PCC. You can give your gifts to either Rev’d
Stephen Monk or to the churchwardens, Roz Woodley
and Ian Sutton. Thank you for your kindness and support
in this matter. God Bless your goodness.

Age UK are urgently seeking volunteers for
their Befriending Service in the Derbyshire
Dales & High Peak areas.
Do you enjoy spending time with people? Do you have a few hours a
week to spare?
Just a couple of hours a week could make a real difference to someone’s
life. Support and training will be provided by Age UK and the
opportunity to meet other volunteers.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact their office on
01433 620263, or alternatively by email at
befriending@ageukderbyandderbyshire.org.uk
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Fairtrade

airtrade has been very quiet over the summer,
although the Whitworth Centre remains a staunch
supporter. We’ll have a stall at the Christmas Fair and
probably one or two small ones before that.
If anyone would like to organise a stall/coffee morning for
Christmas cards and gifts any time now, please get in touch. I can
provide the necessary.
We have been made aware that Traidcraft, one of the founders
of the Fairtrade Foundation and a major supporter of smaller
producers is losing out to the supermarkets, so we ask your
extra support for them, as they can do things which the bigger

WHO TO CONTACT:
Other useful numbers (all telephone numbers
are 01629 unless shown otherwise):

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Churchtown Out of School Club
Mrs S Wood - 735851
Derwent Bowmen			
Ken Ness - 581671
DD Association of Wrens		
Mrs R Sayers - 584411
DD Brass Band			
K Sheldon - 734641
DD Community Centre at the ARC
Mrs Gray - 56718
DD Cricket Club			
C Sellors - 733293
DD Cubs				N Winter - 732662
DD Croquet Club - Secretary		
David Gregory - 732455
DD Dancing School		
Claire Dobinson - 56267
DD in Bloom			
Lyn Mason - 733436
DD Fairtrade Group		
Monica Render - 732935
DD Film Society - Chairman		
Ed Runham - 732898
DD Guides			
Jane Leech - 580444
Brownies				Wendy Oldfield - 58109
Rainbows			
Mrs G Senior - 733053
DD Horticultural Society		
Mrs M Hall - 583956
DD Indoor Bowls Club		
P Whitehouse - 734043

concerns don’t.
The most important message today is to make you aware of
Fairtrade Fortnight which begins at the end of February. The
theme this year is SIT DOWN TO BREAKFAST, STAND UP FOR
FARMERS. This means that we shall be organising breakfasts in
a number of places and inviting you to join us. Offers for venues
would also be greatly appreciated. We are only at the planning
stage – so watch this space!
Darley Dale Fairtrade Group
Tel. 735956 or 7332935 or e-mail ipasteur@btinternet.com

DARLEY DALE TOWN COUNCILLORS

John Evans		
732818 Dawn Ward		
735792		
Eddie Faulkner		
734041 Andrew Creese		
732056
Sam Bettany		
733235 Sian Bacon		
732044
Ingrid Pasteur		
735956 Maresa Mellor		
732843
				Tim Haynes		259071
Town Clerk - Mrs Carol Lavell 735248 email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk
		
				
DD Juniors FC			
Rob Wilson - 733773
Darley Lions FC			
B Clarke - 734213
DD Table Tennis Club		
B Croasdale - 07968 693408
DD & District Twinning Ass		
Kevin Senior - 733053
DD Womens Institute		
Mrs L McGlone - 735080
Essential Fitness			
Jan Handley - 735150
First Act				
Jim & Debbie Fearn - 733862
First Taste			
Mrs I Wagstaffe - 733849
Matlock Derwent Valley Lions Club
Kevin Senior - 733053
Matlock Karate Club
John Redfern - 07979 154685
Memory Lane			
Di Cliff - 735248
Methodist Churches		
Rev. Dr Robert Foster - 01773 827450
Mother & Baby Clinic		
Health Visitor - 734705
St Helens Church			
Rev Stephen Monk - 734257
St Helens Ladies Club		
Mrs B Scargill - 734339
Stitch, Knit & Natter		
Marilyn Swannell - 733246
Whitworth Park Bowls Club		
Mick Hill - 822733
Whitworth Snooker & Billiards Club J McCann - 734269
Youth Club			
Di Cliff - 735248

			
OTHER USEFUL NUMBERS
Your MP			
Patrick McLoughlin, House of Commons, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA
			(0207 2193511) email: patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Your District Councillors
Jason Atkin (07866 742146), Mark Salt (761100) Andrew Statham (581014)
For information and help on the following subjects please call the appropriate local authority:
County Council (580000 or Call Centre 508058):
Consumer Advice and Safety; Education; Highways; Libraries; Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths; Street Lighting; Trading
Standards.
Derbyshire Dales District Council (761100):
Building Regulations; Council Tax; Concessionary Fares; Dog Wardens; Environmental Health; Housing Benefit; Housing;
Planning Permissions; Recreation; Refuse Collection; Registration of Elections; Street Cleaning.
Darley Dale Town Council (735248, email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk):
Bus Shelters, Grit Bins, Public Footpaths.

ADVERTISE
IN OUR

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE:

SPRING

We will have another edition in the Spring which will include all the latest community news and events in and around
Darley Dale, as well as several pages dedicated to local advertising. This will be with you in March 2016. Please email any
contributions to the Editor by Friday 12th February 2016.
The next Town Council meeting will be held in The Old Library, The Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale on Thursday
17th December starting at 7.00pm. Members of the public are warmly invited to attend.

Editor.............................Louise McKenzie
Town Clerk.................Carol Lavell

T: 01629 733423/07506 595859
T: 01629 735248

E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk
E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk
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