THE DARLEY DALE

Community
YOUR

New Look
COMMUNITY
VOICE!

Voice
WINTER UPDATE

Darley Dale

IN BLOOM
DICK WHITTINGTON
COMES TO DARLEY

The LIVING Nativity

COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY ROD DUNN

Christmas Eve at the Methodist Church

Remembrance
SUNDAY

R
E
T
d
N
I
n
a
W derl as fair

n
tm
s
o
i
r
W& Ch

The Whitworth Centre, Station Road, Darley Dale DE4 2EQ

www.darleydale.gov.uk

W W W.DARLEYDALE . G O V. UK

CO M M U N I T Y V O IC E

st

WELCOME

o
our
NEW
LOOK
Community Voice. I am
delighted to have been
appointed as Editor and look
forward to working with
the community to produce a
publication with something for
everyone. For this winter edition
we have kept things concise with
a one-off short publication, but don’t worry I fully intend to
extend the next spring edition, where we will be including
a section for advertising, so if you’ve got something you
want local people to see, then get in touch!
My aim is not only to deliver news within our community
but also to give local people a voice. So snuggle up with
a cuppa and read all about what’s going on..... oh and
don’t forget to check out the details of one of my personal
festive family favourites, the Whitworth Panto!
Louise McKenzie - Editor

NEW COUNCILLOR

B

orn and brought up in
Derbyshire, Andrew Creese
moved to Darley Dale from
Youlgrave with his partner
Susan in 2012. For most of the last
30 years he has lived abroad, mainly
working as an economist for the
World Health Organization. Prior to
that he held research and lecturing
positions at London, Sussex and
Swansea universities. Now retired, Andrew enjoys walking,
cycling, watching Darley Dale at cricket, and learning (slowly)
how to hit a golf ball. He finds Darley Dale a very congenial and
convenient place to live, with a valuable number of local leisure
and commercial resources to its credit, and would like to see
these encouraged and developed.

REMEMBRANCE

M

ore than 300 Darley Dale residents
turned out for the Remembrance Day
march and service at Darley Dale last
Sunday.

On a glorious November day the procession left
Broadwalk shopping parade, and marched behind
Darley Dale Brass Band to the War Memorial in the
Whitworth Park. Immediately behind the band
were the local Cubs and Brownies, followed by local
residents.
An additional short civic ceremony was held before
the service, when a plaque commissioned by the Town
Council to commemorate the centenary of the start of
the First World War was unveiled by Sheila Slack, Beryl
Bunting and Margaret Nightingale, relatives of three
of the 62 First World War servicemen named on the
memorial.
The names on the memorial plaques were read out by
children from Darley Dale’s two Primary Schools, and
readings during the service were provided by Darley
Dale veterans.
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A MESSAGE
FROM THE MAYOR...
I am pleased to have the
opportunity of once again
sending this Christmas message
to all residents of Darley Dale.

M

any people use the Christmas break to speed up their lives,
perhaps jetting off to warmer climates for windsurfing or
sailing, or to colder climates for some skiing or other winter
sports. Others, like me, prefer to ‘chill out’ and take things easy
for a few days, perhaps have Christmas Day lunch with nearby relatives, but
nothing too strenuous.
But there are others for whom Christmas is not a lot different from the rest
of the year. I am thinking here of two groups in particular, and I want to
ask you to keep them in your thoughts and, if the opportunity occurs, do
something positive to help them. I am referring firstly to those people who
live on their own, and have no relatives living nearby – or perhaps no living
relatives anywhere. Their friends often are away visiting their own relatives,
and the house or flat is a very lonely place to spend Christmas on your own.
If you can, please make a bit of time to call on any neighbours you know who
are in that position. Even just a cup of tea and a bit of a gossip makes a world
of difference.
The other group I would like you think of over the Christmas break are the
members of our armed forces defending our interests all around the world.
I believe that most of us want to show our respect and gratitude to the
sailors, soldiers and airmen who daily put their lives at risk for us. I was very
impressed at the large number of Darley Dale residents who attended the
Remembrance Day service at the War Memorial in the Whitworth Park last
month.
I ask you, over the Christmas period, to do what you can to let any of our local
young service men and women who may be home on leave know that we
appreciate them and what they are doing for us.
And finally, as always, I want to wish you all a very happy Christmas and an
interesting New Year.
John Evans - Town Mayor, Darley Dale
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John Drinkhall entertains Memory Lane

A thank you from

MEMORY LANE

M

emory Lane Darley
Dale raises a cuppa
to say thank you
to a recent Grant
Award which will help sustain the
Group’s future. Over the years
Memory Lane have opened the
door once a month to members
of the community who have
enjoyed tea and cake along with
musical entertainment to help
the afternoon go with a swing.
A grant of £350.00 from Dales
Housing along with a Grant for
£300.00 from the CVS will make
sure Memory Lane will be able to
continue this well received service
throughout the year. Memory Lane
established Christmas 2008 based
on an idea by volunteers from
Darley Dale Town Council and
Trustees of the Whitworth Centre.

Everyone is welcome - there is no
joining fee. So hope to see you
at the Whitworth Centre Darley
Dale. For information contact Di
Cliff on 01332 803190 for details.
Our ever popular Christmas Event
is SATURDAY December 13th. All
events are 2 till 4pm, the cost is just
and always has been £2 inclusive of
tea and assorted cake. Di Cliff and
Helen Griffiths who originally set
up the group and continue to run
it would like to thank all patrons of
the group over the years and huge
thanks to volunteers who help
keep this Group being the success
it is. It’s a life line to help combat
loneliness and isolation and has an
open door policy to all. It’s an ideal
opportunity to make new friends
but don’t forget to bring the old
ones with you.

T

he Town Council is in negotiation with the
District Council in the hope of receiving £17,300
set aside for play provision at the new housing
estate in Greenaway Lane. Many developers prefer
to pay towards improving play facilities in a nearby park
than to build a small play facility for just a few families. The
money must be spent on upgrading the play facilities in
the locality.

Darley Dale currently has three established play areas,
the nearest of which is the Whitworth Park, so the money
could be spent on new play equipment there. However,
the Town Council feels the money would be better spent
on facilities for slightly older children, i.e. 8 to 17 year olds,
by providing them with their own self-contained building.
The play facilities for younger children are quite good at the
Whitworth Park but, as we constantly hear, there is nothing
for older children to do. We have been given a sectional
building by the Derwent Bowmen which will make an ideal
permanent Youth Club building. We could use the money
to pay for re-building and fitting out. At the moment the
youngsters meet in a room in the Whitworth Centre itself,
which means that any equipment we have has to be packed
up at the end of the evening and stored somewhere. With
their own building, we could get furniture, games, etc and
leave them erected permanently.
The District Council has asked us, in the first instance, to
seek the views of the residents of Darley Dale, on whether
the money should be spent in this way or on new young
children’s play equipment at the Whitworth Park, or
anywhere else within the parish.
To help us determine the most appropriate course of
action, please write to the Town Clerk, at the Whitworth
Centre, Station Road, Darley Dale, Derbyshire, DE4 2EQ
or e-mail her at townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk with your
views. Thank you for reading this and we look forward to
hearing from you.

WHAT’S ON at the Whitworth Centre
DREAM TEAM THEATRE COMPANY
Presents
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Sun Dec 14th 10am-4pm
MONDAY 22nd DEC at 1PM
ADULTS £4 CHILD/CONSESSION £3
Tickets on sale at
THE TERRACE TEA SHOP from 2nd DEC

Carriage rides in the park (morning)
Magic shows & face painting
Excellent stalls
Our fabulous Santa’s grotto
Carol singing with the brass band (2pm)
Festive treats served all day in the Tea Shop

To book a stall call 01629 733678
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FIRST TASTE

DARLEY DALE
in BLOOM

meets the Queen!

S

hirley Davison and John Simmons, Chair and Vice
Chair of First Taste, which is a Darley Dale based
charity, were both invited to Chatsworth House on
July 10th to meet the Queen. This was because First
Taste holds the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. This
was awarded in 2009, in recognition of the charitys work
with frail older people in care environments, providing
stimulating activities in care homes and day centres in the
Derbyshire Dales.

D

arley Dale in Bloom committee travelled for the East Midlands
In Bloom awards ceremony. Consolidating the position with
another Silver Gilt award was no mean feat! The points awarded
were a significant increase over 2013 and just 6 away from our
aspirational target of a Gold Award in the Small Town category, for automatic
entry into the national competition.

They also provide training for care workers throughout
Derbyshire with the help of a grant from Derbyshire
County Council. They were honoured to meet the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh, who showed a marked interest
in the charity’s work. The sun shone, on what was a very
special day for the Derbyshire Dales and a memorable one
for First Taste.

Furthermore, the RBS team were presented with the Judges Award for the
much-improved gardens at the bank. The judges stated that this “creates a
real village green ambience to a previously bland area”.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

With the judges identification of areas for further development, our own
increasing number of projects planned for the 2015 competition, in addition
to continued consolidation of the 2014 achievements there is a great deal of
work to be done. Our projects under consideration include:

Church of England
7th Dec Carol services & blessing of Christmas trees
Blessing of trees at St. Mary’s South Darley 4pm
Blessing of trees at St. John’s Winster 6pm
14th Dec Winster community carol service at St. John’s 6pm
21st Dec Community carols at St. Mary’s South Darley 4pm
Community carols at St. Helen’s Churchtown 6pm
24th Dec 4pm Carols, coffee and children’s church maze and 		
messy play at St. Helen’s
11.30pm Midnight holy communion with carols at all
three churches
25th Dec 10am Family service at St. Mary’s, South Darley
11am Family holy communion at St. Helen’s, Churchtown

Methodist
30th Nov 4pm Christingle service in aid of The Children’s Society,
at Hackney Methodist Church
14th Dec 3pm Afternoon of Christmas music with Hillside Choir,
at Darley Hillside Methodist Church
14th Dec 3.30pm Christingle service at Dale Road Methodist Church
21st Dec 10.30am Christmas praise service in aid of Action for
Children at Hackney Methodist Church
21st Dec 10.30am Christmas service at Darley Hillside Methodist
Church
21st Dec 6.30pm Carol service at Dale Road Methodist Church
24th Dec 6pm Living Nativity at Dale Road Methodist Church
25th Dec 10.30am All age worship at Dale Road Methodist Church

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE:

The Judges Report particularly stated that “the enthusiasm and passion from
the group and community continues to blossom throughout the town” and
“the schools, church, Peak Rail and Red House Carriage Museum and Stables
are clearly key players in the community”. Specific mention was given in the
report to both our local schools.

Art, photographic and story-writing competitions
Refurbishment of Willow Way flower beds (already under way)
Music composition and recital evening
Groundwork surrounding the football pitch at The Tipping
including Bug Hotels etc
Removal of saplings around Churchtown School playing fields
Support to St Helen’s parish church for the construction of a Peace
Garden
An “Open Gardens” event in the town
Third Annual Fun Dog Show at Whitworth Park in April
The Darley Dale In Bloom committee would really welcome additional
volunteers to come forward through the website:
www.darleydaleinbloom.co.uk

FAIRTRADE DATES
There will be a Fairtrade stall at the Winter Wonderland/Christmas Fair on
December 14th. During Fairtrade Fortnight – February 23rd. – March 8th
2015 we’ll be organising talks and a competition for our schools and a
Fairtrade Bake-off for all residents of Darley
Dale at the Dale Road Methodist Hall on Saturday,
February 28th. This will be connected with the
District Competition planned for this time.
Precise details will be displayed nearer the time
on Council notice boards and in the local press.
IN OUR

ADVERTISE

SPRING
ISSUE

We are planning a longer edition in the spring which will include all the latest community news and events in and
around Darley Dale, as well as several pages dedicated to local advertising. This will be with you mid March 2015. Please email
any contributions to the Editor by Friday 13th February 2015.
The next Town Council meeting will be held in the Old Library at the Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale on Thursday 18th
Design & origination by
December at 7pm. Members of the public are warmly invited to attend.

Editor.............................Louise McKenzie T: 01629 733423/07506 595859
Town Clerk.................T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk

