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Mayor’s
Column:
Welcome to our
Platinum Jubilee
edition. There’s an
awful lot to report
at the moment
from our “Big Green
Pledge” where you
can all play your part
in making our town
more sustainable to the Jubilee
weekend itself, where we hope you’ll
join us for three days of fun, food
and celebration in the Whitworth
Park. It’s been a busy month for
the Council with a well attended
planning meeting where residents
and councillors pressed planners
and developers on the loss of our
green space and the pressure on the
local infrastructure. As part of our
environment drive we are limiting the
use of chemicals at our allotments
and we’re working with the Safer
Neighbourhood Team on joint PCSO
and Councillor drop-in sessions. We’re
working more closely than ever on
local issues with the County and
District Councils so if you want to see
an issue addressed then I am keen
to hear from you. Lastly, we know
how hard things are at the moment
with huge energy bill rises so we’ve
reduced everyone’s Council Tax bill by
around 15%, the biggest reduction in
the County. All your Councillors are
committed to making sure that every
penny is spent keeping Darley Dale
as one of the best and safest places to
live in Derbyshire.
David Oakley - Mayor

Would you like to be a
Town Councillor?
We have vacancies on the Darley Dale
Town Council and we would like to
appoint local residents to the positions.
You do not need special qualifications,
just an interest in your local area,
willingness to attend meetings and offer
your views. It’s an opportunity to get
involved in local projects and initiatives.
If you would like to be considered please
write to the Town Clerk, either by e-mail
or letter telling us a bit about yourself
and how you could help the Town
Council in its work. The positions are
unpaid.
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Your Town Councillors are:
Dave Oakley (Chair/Mayor)
Alan Long (Whitworth Chair)
Jason Farmer (Vice Chair)

Ann Elliott
Carolyn Curtis
Dawn Ward
Jason Atkin

John Mordue
Sarah Halliwell
Sean Taylor

Town Clerk Team: Ian Adkin & Jason Hedley
T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

Meet Your Councillors
Sarah Halliwell moved to Darley Dale from
Sheffield in Summer 2019. She is a local
businesswoman with a portfolio of interests, and
a background in school leadership and inspiring
entrepreneurship. More than 35 years of children,
youth and community volunteering has enriched
her life enormously. In Sheffield, she helped secure
funding, leading several community projects,
including a debt centre, a food and clothing bank,
and an anti-sexual exploitation group.
“When a neighbour suggested I consider becoming a local councillor, I
was surprised,” says Sarah. “However, I was concerned about the potential
impact of local developments on flooding in Darley Dale, the loss of
wildlife habitats, and dangerous driving. I knew I had to step up and play
my part in local government.”
Sarah is a married mum of three adult children and a carer to an autistic
teen. As a new councillor, she brings her knowledge, skills, and experience
to both the Community Services Committee and Environment Working
Group. She says, “Being a councillor is challenging and rewarding. Please
join us as we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee together. I look
forward to meeting you in person.”
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Queen’s Jubilee

celebrations
in Whitworth Park
On 6th February this year Her Majesty The Queen became the
first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee marking
70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom, the
Realms and the Commonwealth.
To acknowledge the occasion there will be a special extended
bank holiday weekend to provide an opportunity for
communities and people throughout the United Kingdom to
come together to celebrate the historic milestone.
As part of the celebrations The Whitworth and Darley Dale
Town Council will be working together to host ‘The Queen’s
Jubilee Big Weekend’ taking place from Thursday 2nd JuneSunday 5th June in Whitworth Park.
The celebration will include activities in the park from Thursday
2nd-Saturday 4th June between 10am-4pm including a
Treasure Hunt, Yoga, Zumba, Giant Board Games, A ‘fun-run’
organised by The Whitworth Thread, a Bouncy Castle and a
Colouring Competition in the Whitworth Terrace Cafe.
On Sunday 5th June, both The Whitworth and Darley Dale Town
Council are inviting all those in Darley Dale and surrounding areas
to join us to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee in Whitworth Park from
12pm-6pm. This FREE event will consist of a Last Night Of The Proms
Concert by the Wirksworth Community Orchestra, plus performances
from Tinderbox Performing Arts and Wirksworth Community Choir as
well as many other activities including carriage rides from Red House
Stables, crazy golf, giant board games, bouncy castle, dog flyball,
croquet plus much more! You’ll also get to take a tour of a fire engine
with Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Services!
Refreshments will be available including a bar and picnics from the
Whitworth Terrace Café. You can also pre-order your picnic boxes from
the Whitworth Terrace Café.

Planning your journey?
We hope you will take the opportunity to enjoy a lovely walk down to
the Whitworth but if that’s not possible Peak Rail will be operating
three FREE trains from Rowsley to Darley Dale on Sunday 5th
June– 12:00, 13:30 and 15:00. Please note our carparks will fill up
quickly so we advise all visitors to find alternative routes to the
venue where possible.
A full schedule of events will be available on our Facebook Page at
‘The Whitworth Darley Dale’ and further details can be found on our
website at www.thewhitworth.org

We cannot wait to see you there!
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What’s going on...
Setting a
Benchmark
We hope you can join us on
the Jubilee weekend but we’ll
be marking the occasion of the
Platinum Jubilee in a number of
other ways too.
Look out over the next few weeks
for the Jubilee commemorative
benches outside the Co-op. In line
with our drive to make Darley Dale a
leader in sustainability, the benches
are made by a local company from
100% plastic waste which would
otherwise be dumped in landfill
sites and the manufacturing process
uses 88% less energy than using
raw materials. Our aim is to replace
a lot of the benches around the
town over the next year with any
decommissioned benches being
reused in new locations. We’ll
be installing commemorative
benches in our Community Garden
on Church Road and dedicating
the site to HRH Queen Elizabeth
II by renaming it “The Jubilee
Community Garden”.

A momento from us!
Some of our older residents have fond
memories of the original coronation and we
wanted to give the children a memento of the
occasion so we have commissioned a Darley
Dale Jubilee mug for all the pupils at Darley
Dale and Churchtown Schools and will be
handing them out at the School assemblies in
May.

No more
harmful
chemicals....
From July all of our allotments
will be pesticide and herbicide
free after the Council voted
to ban the use of non-organic
pest and weed control at both
our allotment sites. We are now
pressing the DDDC and DCC
to change their policies so that
no harmful of environmentally
unfriendly chemicals are used
anywhere in the town.

New homes for some tiny
friends!
Still on the Community Garden we have
teamed up with a talented man from
Chesterfield who makes wonderfully
rustic bird boxes, bat boxes and insect
hotels from recycled materials with the
proceeds going to Ashgate Hospice and
we will be installing these in the Jubilee
Community Garden for everyone to
enjoy.

After many years of organising
poppy appeal collections in
Matlock, it amazed me that the
Matlock and Darley Branch of the
Royal British Legion was inactive
and existed in name only with
county support. Throughout the
pandemic we have been working
hard to create interest from the
many volunteers that help at the
poppy appeal and I am pleased to
report that our membership is rising
and we have a committee and a full
complement of officers. What we
really need though are people living
in and around Darley Dale to join us.
You do not have to have served in
the armed forces to join and the
invitation is open to anyone who
wants to help those who put their
lives at risk in their time of need.
We meet at the Matlock Club 135
Dale Rd. in Matlock which is above
the Sewing Corner, on the first
Wednesday in the month at 7-30pm
so please feel free to come along.
As I was born and bred in Darley
Dale and the two towns share such
a close history, I am hoping that we
can work together as one in this
common goal so please contact me
on 01629 582065 or email steve.
flitter246@btinternet.com

Steve Flitter
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The
MAKING DARLEY DALE GREENER AND SAVING PEOPLE MONE Y

Darley Dale Town Council in partnership with
the Whitworth Trust Charity is attempting
to make a real difference
across the area to
.
reduce carbon and address fuel poverty.
To kick this off, a link to an app is being sent to people across the area
that will allow them to make a personal pledge to reduce carbon in their
own homes and lives. We think it’s the first time a Town has collectively
got together to inspire change in this way.
We want as many people as possible to participate and make Darley Dale
a leading light in reducing carbon. People can sign up to do “actions”
which help to reduce carbon emissions but also have other impacts such
as improving health and wellbeing.
Some example actions are walk or cycle to school/work, eat less meat,
only boil what you need in the kettle, grow your own food, and turn
down your heating.
The platform will record all pledges and will add up how much carbon
is being saved. A physical thermometer style display will also be put up
near the Whitworth to record progress. We will also use social media and
our websites to keep people informed.
Being part of a community of people taking positive actions together
can reduce carbon emissions and make people feel better, physically and
mentally.

Darley Dale Council
Leader Dave Oakley said:
“ This is not just about
reducing carbon, its
also about making our
area a better place to
live”
Whitworth Chair Alan
Long said:
“ We are really excited
about the opportunity to
take a lead across the
UK in helping people to
make a real difference”

This is just the start of an ongoing program across the area, which will
be helping people understand more about retrofitting their homes,
greening their gardens and to understand what help is out
there to address the increasing problem of high energy costs.

HOW TO MAKE A PLEDGE
TOWARDS OUR
COMMUNITY TARGET:
Go to this website and click on
the ‘PLEDGE’ button
www.bit.ly/bgpledge or

Scan this QR code
which will take you
straight there:

Look out for
our HUGE Carbon

Reduction Meter

which will be placed
outside the Co-op! Keep
your pledges coming in and
see the arrow on the meter
move in the right direction!
Contact: Alan Long T: 07979 966453
E: alanm.long@btinternet.com

Voices from the Peak
The Whitworth are proud to announce we
will be welcoming Mark Gwynne Jones on
Friday 23rd September to share his series
Voices from the Peak. Bringing together
the voices, wildlife and atmospheres of this
strange and beautiful region, Mark Gwynne
Jones shares the unheard stories of the
Peak District.

Open-Air Theatre in Whitworth
Park

From some of the more spectacular ways
ancient miners tracked lead, to startling
memories of big winters in The Peak, here
too, is the story of the world’s first cotton
spinning mills and the now vital battle to
revive the moorlands.
Open Air Theatre is coming back to Whitworth Park! Open Air
Theatre gives the spectator the chance to see performances
like they’ve never seen them before amongst the beautiful
surroundings of Whitworth Park. Throughout the summer months
we will be offering a variety of performances from classics such
as Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing to the more modern
David Walliams’ Awful Auntie- there’s something for all ages!

Available performances are as follows:

Mark Gwynne Jones, who has been
featured on BBC One Breakfast and BBC
Radio Derby, is a Poet and the winner of
four Fringe Festival awards. Voices from
the Peak has been described as “The
fascinating quest of the poet Mark Gwynne
Jones. An array of audio odysseys… and
some marvellous Derbyshire reflections”
The Times.
Combining live performance, archive
recordings, film, music and humour this will be a live presentation of Mark’s
popular audio series, Voices from the Peak
which is cited as the inspiration for the
dazzling projections on Cromford Mills
and Chatsworth House and has now been
recognised by the International Year Of
Sound – a global initiative to highlight the
importance of sound in all aspects of life.
Tickets are £10 each and can be purchased
at www.thewhitworth.org
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June 5th- Twelfth Night
June 19th- Dracula
July 10th- Merry Wives of Windsor
July 31st- David Walliams Awful Auntie
Aug 6th- Much Ado About Nothing
Aug 14th- Jane Eyre
Refreshments are available to purchase at the venue. As these are
outdoor performances, we encourage you to bring along a chair
and blanket and dress for cool weather as the event will usually go
on into the late evening.
Ticket prices may vary, for more information go to
www.thewhitworth.org

We’re looking for Volunteers
The Whitworth are looking for Volunteers to support the
organisation in a variety of indoor and outdoor roles throughout
the park and venue. We are accepting volunteers to be a part of our
new programme assisting in a wide variety of positions working
alongside our core team.
If you are interested in taking part, please email enquiries@
thewhitworth.org and a member of our team will be in touch.
Please note volunteers must be over 16 years of age.

THE DARLEY DALE COMMUNI T Y VOI C E

WANT TO KNOW
HOW YOU CAN HELP
REDUCE ENERGY
COSTS AT HOME?
12th June 11am - 4pm
THE BRUNEL, THE WHITWORTH

The rising cost of energy, means that more needs to be done to save money
on energy costs at home.
This exhibition , organised by the Whitworth and Darley Dale Town Council, will allow you to talk to
experts and suppliers on what you can do in your house.

You can also get direct advice as to what you can do now , if you are already getting into
difficulty with bills advising you on things like:
Checking your suitability for heating and insulation grants.
Supporting you to get measures installed through our trusted installers.
Tariff switching advice.
Energy supplier disputes or fuel debt.
Accessing additional support through our partners, such as income maximisation.
Thinking about energy saving tips and renewable energy options.
The exhibition is free to enter and there will be refreshments available

AFFORDABLE
QUALITY

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR-MADE BLINDS
Peak Blinds offer professional blind sales and installation in the
Derbyshire Peak District and beyond. As a family business, we pride
ourselves on our efficiency, customer service, and reputation. All of
our blinds are tailor-made to meet your needs.
Peak Blinds offer a range of quality blinds and are confident that we
can provide you with the perfect blinds to match your needs. From
the traditional to the modern, via the sleek and the stylish, we have
an endless array of blinds that will complete the look and feel of your
home.

FAIRTRADE
Fairtrade has been quite busy even since the popular fortnight
which saw us running 5 separate events during the fortnight
and another at St. Helen’s the following week. Most were
coffee mornings with information, except at St. Joseph’s in
Matlock where we also had activities for children and in the
Terrace Café at the Whitworth Centre, where it was mostly
activities and competitions. Some good coffee paintings were
made and the colouring competition for children was won
by Fliss from Chesterfield and the queen bee in the African
garden was found by Jean Johnson.
The stalls were quite successful and we received a number of
donations enabling us to send £100 to the Traidcraft Exchange
to help them in their work to make farmers better able to
withstand climate change, through adaptation of crops
and improved water supplies. In one of the Fairtrade videos
cocoa farmers warned that their profits were so low that they
may change the cocoa producing trees for oil palms which
would give them better prices for less labour. That would be a
tragedy for chocolate lovers! So don’t begrudge higher prices,
although they are rising anyway because of higher transport
and other costs.
On the last day of Fairtrade Fortnight we finally received
the 300 Darley Dale Fairtrade tote bags we had ordered in
November – just in time for the last coffee morning. We now
need opportunities to sell them besides our regular stalls. One
of these will be the Jubilee Celebrations, when we will be in
the park with a stall and activities. We hope to see you there.
For further information about getting involved:
Monica (01629 732935) Ingrid (01629 735956)
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Safer Neighbourhoods

NEWS

Darley Dale Neighbourhood Team
PCSO Spencer Nixon
PCSO Carly Mattison
PC Steven Fraser
PC Nick Saunders

CHECK THE TOWN
COUNCIL WEBSITE,
FACEBOOK PAGE &
THE NOTICE BOARD
OUTSIDE THE CO-OP
FOR UPDATES.

Street Meet Dates in your area:
Sat 28th May 3-4pm, Street Meet at Morledge
Sun 29th May 11am-12pm, Street Meet at Whitworth Park
Fri 3rd June 7-8pm, Street Meet at Broadwalk
Sat 4th June 7-8pm, Street Meet at Two Dales
Sat 11th June 10am-12pm Street Meet at Whitworth Park
Report an incident via the following methods:
Call 101 or 999 for an emergency - Tweet @derpolcontact - Message the main
Derbyshire Police Facebook Pg - Click on the REPORT tab www.derbyshire.police.uk

Other useful numbers:
Your District Councillors:
Jason Atkin 07866 742146
Mark Salt 761100
Andrew Statham 581014
For information and help on the
following subjects please call the
appropriate local authority:
County Council
Tel: 580000 or Call Centre 508058:
Consumer Advice and Safety;
Education; Highways; Libraries;
Registration of Births, Marriages
and Deaths; Street Lighting; Trading
Standards.
Derbyshire Dales District Council
Tel: 761100:
Building Regulations; Council Tax;
Concessionary Fares; Dog Wardens;
Environmental Health; Housing
Benefit; Housing;
Planning Permissions; Recreation;
Refuse Collection; Registration of
Elections; Street Cleaning.
Darley Dale Town Council
Tel: 735248:
email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk:
Bus Shelters, Grit Bins, Public
Footpaths.

Our next issue...
			
We
intend to publish quarterly issues
with the next one in the autumn,
if you wish to send in any articles,
photographs or information please do
so to one of the email addresses below.
Town Clerk Team:
Ian Adkin & Jason Hedley
T: 01629 735248
E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

Layout & origination: Louise Mckenzie
T: 07506 595859
E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk

The
Speedwatch
Team!
The Darley Dale Speedwatch team,
who have been volunteering on
Old Hackney Lane for the past 4
years, were happy to help out on
Church Lane, Darley Darley Dale,
where there has been a big increase
in traffic, and in speeding traffic.
The point of the presence is not
to catch speeders but to remind
people that the speed limit on the
road is 30mph. And it seemed to
work!
We are looking for volunteers to
help us set up a Speedwatch for
Church Lane, as the Town Council is
aware of the increase in numbers,
and the issue of speeding. If you
would like to volunteer, or just want
to know more about how the team
would operate, please contact
Councillor Jason Farmer at jason.
farmer@darleydale.gov.uk

June 4th-12th 2022

Churches Count on Nature is a
unique opportunity for those
who love their churchyards and
church spaces to take part in the
largest ever nature count. It is
jointly run by the conservation
charities A Rocha UK, Caring
for God’s Acre together with
the Church of England and
the Church in Wales and takes
place between 4 – 12 June.
The aim is to welcome people
to churchyards and encourage
them to record what animals
and plants they see. That data
will then be collated on the
biological records hub, the
National Biodiversity Network.
You can read more about it at
www.bit.ly/CCON2022
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