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Mayor’s
Column:

Happy New Year! After a busy Christmas,
we start to excitedly look forward to the
year ahead of us.
I’d like to extend my thanks and
gratitude to all the councillors and
residents who have helped to create our
Neighbourhood Plan. The referendum,
which took place in January, has an
overwhelming vote of yes to adopt
the plan. The plan works to ensure
that any development that happens
within Darley Dale is in keeping with
the existing area as well as striving to
protect our beautiful surroundings.
The plan has been in development
over 6 years and has taken a lot of will
and determination to get to this stage.
Thank you again to all those involved in
this process.
I’m delighted to welcome Councillor
Dave Oakley. He has rejoined the
council after a few years of pursuing
other commitments. We are all really
pleased he is back sharing his wealth of
knowledge of the area. We now have
a full council of 12 councillors. We hold
meetings at the Whitworth Centre on
the third Thursday of each month, we’d
love to see you there.
Darley Dale Town Council is working
towards setting up a community
cinema. We want to have a monthly
cinema, firstly aimed at young people,
but eventually to be used by all age
groups. We would like to know if this is
something that you would be interested
in. We’d love to hear your opinions.
Please drop a line to our town clerk,
01629 735248, or email on townclerk@
darleydale.gov.uk. We are looking for
a volunteer to help with advertising,
please get in touch if you’d like to help.
This year we celebrate the 75th
anniversary of VE day. We are hoping to
hold a special event at the centre. Please
look out for updates on our plans!
Mary Myers - Mayor

LOOKING FOR

VE DAY/WW2 PHOTOS
We are looking for local VE Day/WW2
photographs for our celebration
display, if you have any could we
would be delighted if you could send
us a copy. Either scan it and email it to
townclerk@darleydale.co.uk, send a
copy to the Town Clerk, Darley Dale
Town Council, The Whitworth Centre,
Station Road, Darley Dale DE4 2EQ or
pop it into the office and we’ll copy it for
you. Thank you!
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Your Town Councillors are:
Mary Myers (Chair/Mayor)
Stephen Chrystal (Deputy)
Alan Long (Whitworth Chair)
Dawn Ward

Carol Taylor
Maresa Mellor
Cathy Chrystal
Carolyn Curtis

James Dowling
Julie Daly
Anne Welch
Dave Oakley

Town Clerk: Sian Bacon		
T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

Matlock Hospitals’ League of Friends
Supporting The Whitworth Hospital
£5 a year is probably the cheapest
annual subscription you will ever
find - but certainly one of the most
worthwhile! This is the yearly cost of
supporting the League of Friends,
which does so much to support our
local hospital, the Whitworth.
The League was formed over 50 years
ago, set up to help improve facilities,
buy equipment, and, most recently, to
fight for the hospital when it looked like
some of the facilities might be lost to
the community.
It has raised over £2.5 million, funding items which improve the facilities
for patients, but also expanding the scope of what can be offered at the
hospital, and thereby ensuring its survival as an important part of our
community. Here is just a small example of the things that the league
has made happen – developing the X-Ray unit, the conservatory on Oker
Ward, specialised hospital beds and an ‘eye-field analyser’. This specialist
piece of equipment enables the screening, monitoring and diagnosis of
conditions such as glaucoma and macular degeneration.
Residents will remember the march along the A6, in 2016, at the start of
the campaign led by the League of Friends, and the fierce petitioning, to
keep Oker Ward open. This was eventually won, in January 2019, when
the North Derbyshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) agreed to
retain 12 beds there.
To continue to secure the future of the Whitworth Hospital, you can join
the League of Friends, or simply make contact through www.mhlof.
co.uk or 01629583752. And by using the specialist clinics on offer there,
including physiotherapy, podiatry, Occupational Therapy and much,
much more.

Plants needed for
‘In Bloom Sensory Garden’
Darley Dale in Bloom are looking for hardy perennial plants for their
Sensory Garden in the Whitworth Park, so if you have any spare plants
from when you have been dividing yours in the spring, they would be
very grateful! Plants appealing to any of the senses of hearing, touch,
taste and smell will be especially welcome.
Please bring your donations, clearly marked with the name and colour
of the plant, by the end of March if possible.
Please contact Wendy on 07856 077 436 for details of drop off point.
Many thanks from the Darley Dale in Bloom commitee.
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Darley Dale Primary Schools’
very own Mr Bloom!
Darley Dale Primary School are
very lucky to welcome Jake Haynes
who has been working with the
children to develop an all year
round gardening scheme as well
as supporting their Forest School
sessions. They are lucky enough
to have fantastic grounds and are
keen to make the most of them.
We know that children who are
exposed to green space early and
often will have a closer connection
to nature and greater respect for
the environment.

Old Hackney Lane

Speedwatch

Jake is a qualified Conservationist,
forester and keen gardener. There
are big plans this year to improve their poly tunnel and beds, working with
the children to sow seeds, grow crops and encouraging new wildlife into new
habitats in the stunning outdoor space.
Along with a team of school volunteers Jake has created a birch grove in
the school field, with trees donated by the Woodland Trust. He is preparing
schemes to create an Orchard and food forest, plus a sensory bee and butterfly
garden. A willow dome village is currently being constructed by the Year 3
children!
The school are also planning a system to enable them to turn cooked and
raw food waste, plus paper shredding and cardboard waste, into fertilisers and
compost for the outdoor projects. The aim is to become a zero waste school!
At the moment they are on the lookout for donations of module pots and
trays for growing bedding plants in. Surplus plants, root cuttings, straw bales
and muck/compost would all be very useful. If you’re able to help at all please
contact Jake on 07598 296513 and he may be able to arrange collection.
Alternatively if you have any spare time and enjoy getting stuck in, please
go along and join them at the school community gardening session every
Thursday afternoon at 1pm - 3pm. Everyone is welcome!

Dementia Friendly Films
Dementia friendly films are to be screened in Darley Dale. Darley Dale
Film Society together with Matinee Derbyshire will again be showing
films especially chosen for people in the community who are living
with dementia or memory challenge. Open to all members of the
public, the programme offers a relaxed, sociable atmosphere with tea,
coffee and cake being served before the films are screened.

A group of residents from
the Darley House Estate
and Old Hackney Lane area
were recently trained by the
Derbyshire Police Speedwatch
team; the first community
group to be trained in the
Derbyshire Dales. After 2
training sessions the group
are able to monitor speed on
the Lane, both coming off the
A6 and leaving Smedley St/
Hurds Hollow, and can report
those who are driving above
the 30mph speed limit to the
Police, when a letter will be
issued. The group have no
powers to prosecute, or to ask
the Police to prosecute - the
scheme works by reminding
drivers of the speed limit.
It’s easy to forget the speed
limit, and the narrow bend,
as there is only one 30mph
sign and only one ‘Dangerous
Bend’ sign. The group was set
up because of worries about
children and grandchildren,
older and disabled adults, and
the children walking to the local
school. Please take care.

Films to be screened are:
Top Hat		
24th April
The King and I 26th June
Family members or carers will be expected to accompany those with
dementia. Volunteers from the Alzheimer’s Society and Darley Dale
Film Society will act in a supportive role. Admission to the films is
free. The films will be screened at the Methodist Hall, Darley Dale.
Refreshments served from 1.00pm, films screened at 1.30pm.
For further information please contact:
Frances Watt, Co-ordinator, Derbyshire Matinee
Sue Connelly, Secretary, Darley Dale Film Society
Ed Runham, Chairman, Darley Dale Film Society

07449 732322
01629 732568
01629 732898

We were sent in this photo by a
reader - this rubbish was picked
up whilst out walking the dog
between the A6 turn off and the
top of Smedley St! Sadly this
happens, but we can all help
by making sure we keep our
community clean and tidy and
also encourage others to do the
same!
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T: 01629 733678 E: enquiries@whitworthcentre.org www.whitworthcentre.org
It has been a busy few months at the Whitworth Centre.
Once again we have had a very successful Christmas
season with many groups enjoying a festive meal or
afternoon tea. In addition to this we did meals with Santa
and saw the magic that a visit to Santa can bring to a
child. The staff at the centre spent a lot of time voluntarily
decorating each room to make them look beautiful.
If you’ve been in the café over the last few weeks, you’ll
have noticed that we are doing extensive renovation
work to the kitchen. Thank you for bearing with us while
we finish this project. This work will make the working
conditions for our team better and more efficient and
has helped us to gain a 5 star rating from Environmental
Health. We will be starting work this year on the third
phase of our refurbishments which will be the seating
area of the café.
We appreciate the support we’ve had with the newly
introduced car parking charges. We are now in a position
to start using the revenue generated from this to make
improvements to the centre and park for the benefit of
our users and to help us in the upkeep of these facilities
for future generations.
Users of the café can park for free by inputting your
registration number into the system at the till within
30mins of entering the car park. Please do remember that
you can pay for car parking via the Phone and Pay app.
In addition. We have completed works on upgrading our
wifi around the whole centre, which is free of charge
for users of the centre. We hope that this will make
connectivity for all users easier.

What’s on:
Every Friday 11am - 12.30pm

A new Drop In service called Memory Hub for
dementia sufferers and carers every Friday
from 11.00 – 12.30

Every Monday 1pm – 4.30pm

Ashgate Hospice run a Drop-in service to offer
support to recently bereaved.

Tue 7 April – Mon 13 April
Planet Circus in the Park

Sun 15 March
Artisan Fair

Sat 16 & Sun 17 May

Mind, Body, Spirit & Wellbeing Event

July (dates TBC)

Outdoor Cinema & Funfair in the Park
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Celebrating
Darley Dale
in Bloom win 100%
Membership
Silver Gilt!

Two of the Darley Dale in Bloom
committee travelled to the
Winding Wheel in Chesterfield
last month to receive the
news that the group had been
awarded a Silver Gilt certificate
this year in the East Midlands
in Bloom competition. While it
was disappointing to drop down
from the Gold that had been
awarded for the last three years,
the committee were delighted
that a richly deserved Judges’
Award had been made to Chris
Townsend and her volunteers for
the Peace Garden at St Helen’s
church in Churchtown.
The results were announced
to a packed audience of town
councillors, representatives of
the local business community,
schools, other organisations,
volunteers and supporters at the
Darley Dale in Bloom Celebration
Evening at the Whitworth
Centre on 26 September. After
a presentation of the group’s
work, including mention of the
proposed Sensory Garden in
the Whitworth park, the Silver
Gilt certificate was presented to
Mary Myers, the Mayor of Darley
Dale and Chair of the Town
Council and the Judges’ Award
to Chris Townsend. The chair of
the DDiB committee, Barbara
Newton, also read through the
judges’ recommendations and
appealed for any help with areas
such as the group’s Facebook
page and website, and taking
photographs of the beds and
other displays, events etc
throughout the year.
www.darleydaleinbloom.co.uk

Oker Estate Association
The Association would like to
extend a warm welcome to all
residents who have recently
moved on to the estate. We hope
you will all be happy in your new
homes.

You may be wondering what on earth
the headline means. For some time
we have had the impression that
a number of Darley Dale residents
believe that the Twinning Association
is a “club”. Well let me put that straight
- it never was and still isn’t. If you
wish to examine the original 1989
Twinning Agreement, you will find
only two signatures on it and they are
the then Mayors of Darley Dale and
Onzain. The Twinning Association
was set up to organise the twinning
activities, on behalf of the Town
Council, which we have done for
more than 30 years.

DIARY DATES FOR SPRING 2020

Over the last 6 months we have
agreed a much improved and
expanded working relationship
with the Town Council. At its January
meeting, the Council adopted several
practices that will greatly assist with
the promotion, publicity, events,
activities and their actual involvement
in what is organised in the future.
We are very grateful to Councillors
Steve & Cathy Chrystal, Carolyn Curtis
and James Dowling, for the amount
of time they have spent with the
Twinning Association, to bring about
this successful outcome.

FAIRTRADE

The first thing to emphasise, and tell
you, is that every resident is entitled
to take part in all our activities,
however they wish, and will be
encouraged to become involved with
helping to organise events. THERE
WILL BE NO SUBSCRIPTION - you
don’t have to join - simply by living in
Darley Dale you can be “Twinners”.
Please let me remind you of our visit
to Onzain on 23/24 May this year. You
will need to allow travel time, to arrive
on the afternoon of Friday 22 May
and leave on the morning of Monday
25 May. Accommodation is provided
freely by families in Onzain. If you
wish to register an interest in going,
please contact our hosting organiser,
Pat Haworth - johnstafhaworth@
hotmail.com - 01629 733743.
Numbers are limited so do be quick to
get your name on the list
Kevin Senior - Chair
T: 01629 733053/07768 922003
www.darleydaletwinning.org.uk

Tue 24 Mar @ 7.30pm
Association AGM
The Old Library, Whitworth Centre.
All residents are welcome at the
AGM.
Sun 19 April @ 10am
Litter pick
All volunteers welcome, 30
minutes of your time will help
make a difference.
Meet outside No. 13 Oker Avenue.
Find us on Facebook at Oker
Estate Association

Darley Dale is still a Fairtrade Town,
which commits us to promoting
trade justice and helping people
in poor countries earn a decent
living to support themselves and
their families. The most important
aspect of this is promoting and
buying their produce bearing the
Fairtrade Mark, which guarantees
them a fair price, safe working
conditions and a premium to use
in their communities. The CO-OP
stocks a range of Fairtrade products
and there is a stall in the Methodist
church hall every Thursday from 10
– 11.30, as well as occasional stalls
elsewhere.
Fairtrade Fortnight will be over by
the time you read this, but I hope
you managed to get to one of our
events and have learned more
about the women who produce
our cocoa, chocolate and coffee.
Derbyshire Dales District, which also
supports Fairtrade, is organising
a competition for our Primary
Schools and we hope to display the
winning entries for our area at the
Whitworth Centre from March 20th.
Please encourage the children to
take part and come to admire their
work. If you would like to help this
good work and find out more about
it, please contact Ingrid Pasteur
on 01629 735956 or ipasteur@
btinternet.com
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AFFORDABLE
QUALITY

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR-MADE BLINDS

from plan to planting
Based in the heart of the Derbyshire Dales, we
have been working closely with our domestic
and commercial clients for over 20 years to
create timeless garden landscapes.
For a list of our services, testimonials and
a gallery of our work please visit our website.

Peak Blinds offer professional blind sales and installation in the
Derbyshire Peak District and beyond. As a family business, we pride
ourselves on our efficiency, customer service, and reputation. All of
our blinds are tailor-made to meet your needs.
Peak Blinds offer a range of quality blinds and are confident that we
can provide you with the perfect blinds to match your needs. From
the traditional to the modern, via the sleek and the stylish, we have
an endless array of blinds that will complete the look and feel of your
home.

T: 07939 100 856
E: elysiumlandscapes@btinternet.com

www.elysiumlandscapes.co.uk

We are urgently seeking volunteers for our
Befriending Service in the Derbyshire Dales &
High Peak - particularly in the Bakewell and
Matlock areas.
Do you enjoy spending time with people?
Do you have a few hours to spare?
Just a couple of hours of your time could make a real difference to
someone who is feeling isolated or lonely.
Support and training will be provided by Age UK Derby & Derbyshire.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact: 01433 620263,
or email: befriending@ageukderbyandderbyshire.org.uk

DERWENT RIVER FLY FISHING
Darley Dale Fly Fishing Club
Has limited membership
opportunities for 2020

We own 1.5 miles of Derwent
fishing in Darley Dale.
For more info visit
www.ddffc.org or email:
ddffchonsec@gmail.com

ŵƵƐŝĐĂůĐŽŶĐĞƌƚŝŶĂŝĚŽĨ
Chorus group Ignite UK will perform some of their favourites at
dŚĞtŚŝƚǁŽƌƚŚĞŶƚƌĞ͕^ƚĂƟŽŶZĚ͕DĂƚůŽĐŬϰϮY
ĂƚĞ͗ϭϮƚŚDĂƌĐŚϮϬϮϬ
dŝŵĞ͗ϳ͘ϯϬƉŵ
dŝĐŬĞƚWƌŝĐĞ͗άϭϮ͘ϱϬ;ƚŽŝŶĐůƵĚĞůŝŐŚƚďƵīĞƚͿ
dŝĐŬĞƚƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨƌŽŵ
'ƌĞĞŶĂǁĂǇtŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ͕KůĚ^ĐŚŽŽůůŽƐĞ͕DĂƚůŽĐŬϰϮWd
dĞů͗ϬϭϲϮϵϳϯϰϬϴϵ
Ignite UK is a women’s four part harmony
chorus based in Belper who sing a mixture of
ballads, contemporary songs, songs from
musicals and barbershop. They meet every
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĂŶĚĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇŚĂǀĞĮŌǇƚǁŽ
members and would like to expand so are always
looking for new members. Ignite perform at a
wide range of venues and events from Derby
dŚĞĂƚƌĞƚŽůŽĐĂůĨĞƐƟǀĂůƐ͕ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞĨƵŶĐƟŽŶƐĂŶĚ
weddings.
More details can be found at
www.igniteukchorus.com
www.facebook.com/igniteukchorus
or contact Ellie on 07713 730987

^ƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚďǇ
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Black Bag Friday....

cleaning not comsuming!
Instead of consuming on Black Friday
the Paddle Peak Team have been out
cleaning the river again, renaming
the day “ Black Bag Friday! “
By canoes, kayaks and on foot
the team of local paddlesports
businesses, clubs and individuals
removed plastic pollution from the
banks of the River Derwent from
Darley Bridge to Matlock. In turn
preventing the waste washing
downstream and ultimately out to
sea….
Paddle Peak’s founder Pete Astles
from Darley Dale’s Peak UK Kayaking
Co commented:
“The recent floods have left literally
thousands of meters of black plastic
and netting from hundreds of hay
bales hanging from the trees. The
only way to access and collect this
waste is from water level. Today our
team recovered almost 70 bin bags

full. This is a local climate emergency
and our team is preserving the valley,
protecting it’s wildlife and saving tons
of plastic pollution from washing
further downstream. I’m super proud
of everyone for turning up and
working so hard on such a cold day.”
The local community group will be
out every week over the next few
months removing the huge amount
of debris the flood has left behind all
the way down the valley to Belper.

Service

Repair

Maintenance

Huge thanks to the Paddle Peak local
community volunteer team from
Peak UK, Rapid Horizons, Escape
UK, Acclimbatize, Matlock, Midland,
and Ichthus Canoe Clubs, British
Canoeing, The Derwent Valley Trust
and more. Thanks to the Square and
Compass in Darley Dale for river
access and Derbyshire Dales District
Council for collecting the rubbish.
Paddle Peak - cleaning the river,
saving the sea.
For further details of the Paddle
Peak Project checkout our website:
www.paddlepeak.org

#paddlepeak
#sharetheriver
#cleantheriver

Installation

Supply and install bespoke gates manufactured using Wood, steel or aluminium
Automation to existing gates
Audio and visual intercom systems Barriers - Garage Door Automation

Contact us for a FREE no obligation quotation
T: 07970 149 234 E: chris@cjmautomation.co.uk

YOU R TOW N COU N CIL MAG A ZIN E

Panini
Design
Winner!

Two representatives from Panini
UK headquarters – in Kent – came
to Darley Dale Primary School to
present one of its pupils with a
prize!
The prize was awarded to Holly,
a year four pupil, who won a
national competition to design
a football shirt for Panini. After
leading a whole-school assembly,
which informed pupils about the
history of Panini cards and what
they do now, the representatives
awarded Holly a £50 voucher
to spend on sports equipment;
the school was also awarded an
astounding £1000 voucher, again
to be spent on sports equipment.
Holly’s winning design can be
found on Panini’s website (ESFA
& Panini – Winning Football Shirt
Design).
Huge congratulations to Holly
and to all the other children who
entered the competition.
Written by Abigail (Year 6)

The ‘Ifs’ that enslave me
We live in a world that demands so
much of us. Some Christians may be
shocked by this previous statement,
but think of the ‘wall’ dividing the US
and Mexico; the wars in Africa and
the unmeasurable abuse of children
and women in those conflicts. Also,
the violence in the Middle East where
people fight and die and many who
do not fit into a certain lifestyle or
religious creed are tortured and treated
terribly. My first question is “where is
God in these major ‘issues’?” My second
thought is summed up in some words
of Henri Nouwen; “As long as I keep
running about asking “Do you love
me? Do you really love me?” I give all
power to the voices of the world and
put myself in bondage because the
world is filled with “ifs.” The world says:
“Yes, I love you if you are good-looking,
intelligent, and wealthy. I love you if
you have a good education, a good
job, and good connections. I love you if
you produce much, sell much, and buy
much.” There are endless “ifs” hidden
in the world’s love. These “ifs” enslave
me, since it is impossible to respond
adequately to all of them. The world’s
love is and always will be conditional.
As long as I keep looking for my true
self in the world of conditional love,
I will remain “hooked” to the world.
My second question is how does God
see us? To answer these questions my
very limited thoughts are - In terrible
suffering, famine and conflict - God is
present not in the powerful abusers
but in the powerless people who suffer.
God suffers along with them. But
God is also present in the acts of love,
hope, forgiveness, in ‘Doctor’s without
borders’ or the UN ‘Peacekeepers’
or charities. My second answer is
connected to the first. God inspires
people to care because God loves the
world; God loves all of the creation and
God loves every single person in this
world of ours. There’s no ‘if’ with God.
Revd. Stephen Monk

Our next issue...
Starting from our next issue which we are planning to be distributed early May, Community
Voice will become a bi-monthly publication, delivering you all the latest community news
and events, as well as several pages of local advertising - please contact Louise for details.
This will be with you early May 2020. Email any article contributions to the Editor or Town
Clerk by 27th March 2020.
Council meetings are held in The Old Library, The Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale
on every third Thursday of the month starting at 7pm. Members of the public are
warmly invited to attend. Future dates and any late changes to these dates will be
posted on the Town Council Website.
Editor: Carol Taylor
E: cazkinstaylor@googlemail.com
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Art Editor: Louise Mckenzie
T: 07506 595859
E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk

Success for
Local Author
Shirley
Mann is a
local author
who has
just had her
first novel
published
and its
already had
a significant
number of
purchases
on Amazon.
It’s now
for sale in local supermarkets and
book shops, including Waterstones
in Chesterfield. Published by Zoffe,
and available for Kindle readers.
‘Lily’s War’ is the story of a young
couple from Manchester whose
burgeoning romance is interrupted
by the Second World War. Lily joins
Bomber Command as a WAAF,
seeing war as her chance to have
an adventure. Danny is a tank
transporter driver with the 8th Army
and his letters tell her less and less
about his own war which starts in
the African desert. The novel brings
home life for both men who were
fighting, and the women trying to
do their part during the war.

Other useful numbers:
Your District Councillors:
Jason Atkin (07866 742146)
Mark Salt (761100)
Andrew Statham (581014)
For information and help on the
following subjects please call the
appropriate local authority:
County Council
(580000 or Call Centre 508058):
Consumer Advice and Safety; Education;
Highways; Libraries; Registration of
Births, Marriages and Deaths; Street
Lighting; Trading Standards.
Derbyshire Dales District Council
(761100):
Building Regulations; Council Tax;
Concessionary Fares; Dog Wardens;
Environmental Health; Housing Benefit;
Housing;
Planning Permissions; Recreation;
Refuse Collection; Registration of
Elections; Street Cleaning.
Darley Dale Town Council (735248,
email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk):
Bus Shelters, Grit Bins, Public Footpaths.

