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Mayor’s
Column:
It is with great pride that I write the
column for the online version of
Community Voice. The roads, streets and
footpaths are quiet, lots of volunteers
and businesses have stepped up efforts
to help others in the community and an
untold number of residents are looking
after vulnerable friends and neighbours.

Your Town Councillors are:
Mary Myers (Chair/Mayor)
Stephen Chrystal (Deputy)
Alan Long (Whitworth Chair)
Dawn Ward

Carol Taylor OBE
Maresa Mellor
Cathy Chrystal
Carolyn Curtis

James Dowling
Julie Daly
Anne Welch
Dave Oakley

Town Clerk: Sian Bacon		
T: 01629 735248 E: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

I am astonished at the speed at which
we have all had to adapt the way we do
things. Businesses have started offering
different services, parents and carers
are teaching their children at home and
many residents are still going out to
work in essential jobs to keep everyone
safe, well and fed.
I think I speak for everybody when I say
a heartfelt thank you to those of us who
are going out every day to ensure that
those key jobs are done.
There are many challenges which will
be faced over the next few weeks and
months and we all have a part to play in
keeping our community safe. I want to
urge everyone to adhere to the social
distancing guidelines. Make sure you
only leave your house for essential trips
or for exercise close to your home. If we
all work together, we can protect the
most vulnerable in our community.

Celebrating
Community
Champions
In the next issue, we would like
to celebrate those of you in the
community who have gone above
and beyond for friends, family and
neighbours.
Please get in touch to tell us
about anyone who has helped
in the community to make life
a bit easier for those who have
needed it.

Please remember, wash your hands and
stay at home!
Mary Myers - Mayor
02 DDCV A PR IL 2020

We need your urgent help!
We appreciate that every one of
you will be worried for yourself,
your families and your Community
Group. At the Whitworth we of
course, have the same concerns.
We tried to stay open as long as it
was safe to do so, to support you
and all local residents.
We have now closed the building
and have closed all the children’s
play areas also. Further restrictions
may of course follow. We have,
however, offered local care
homes and social services a home
delivery service of cooked food,
should they need it.
We have, of course, now lost
around 90% of our income as a

Charity and are doing everything
we can to provide security for the
future and to ensure that staff
keep an income. Every day during
this Covid-19 pandemic that we
remain closed, we lose money. We
are a charity and have very limited
funds. Please help us through this
period ... help us to survive. Please
consider a contribution at our
crowd-funding page.
Anything that you can do to
support us will be received with
the heartfelt appreciation of
the Trustees, staff and all in the
Community. We all want to see the
Whitworth Centre here for future
generations. Thank you

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save-the-whitworth-centre
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Bin Collections

Household waste collections continue as scheduled, but there are no garden rounds, food
waste collections are fortnightly with grey bin/black sack collections and some recycling
collections are being impacted, with further disruptions expected.
For daily updates please go to:
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/your-council/news-and-publications/latest-news
We are very conscious that some residents where recycling collections have been missed
are getting concerned about when we might have capacity to react to the backlog as the
coronavirus crisis continues to impact on this service. Please be aware that a contingency
plan will be announced very soon that seeks to address how recycling collections will
happen during this emergency situation. In the meantime our appeal to households is that
you stockpile any recycling rather than being tempted to burn it - which is bad for the
environment - or to dispose of it in any other way.
Your continued patience and understanding in these exceptional times is much
appreciated. PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE TO ENTIRE ABOUT BIN COLLECTIONS

COVID19 DIARY....
17th March.
The news from Italy and Spain is frightening but
our Government don’t seem to have too much of a
plan. Still this ridiculous run on food - why didn’t the
supermarkets just restrict from day one? Even after
a week of empty shelves they are still letting people
walk out with all the pasta on the shelves.
Mum and Dad set up with Messenger face timing, and
have taken to it with panache even though they are
nearly 90; in fact mum sitting like a queen taking call
after call from children and grandchildren! Feels weird
ringing their neighbours asking them to get their food
when I’m getting food for my 80 year old neighbours –
but that’s what community is all about I suppose.
20th March.
Big announcements from the PM about health stuff –
self isolating, stay indoors, flattening the curve and so
on. Seems the ‘ planning assumption ‘ is around the 12
week mark. People aren’t staying indoors, although it’s
quieter than usual. Bought myself a Pilates mat, that
will make me do exercise (she says).
PM’s briefing takes everyone by surprise – guaranteeing
the wages of much of the population, adding to
benefits, mortgage holidays and no evictions. This
sounds like a socialist government. Untold cost to the
country, heaven knows how the UK, and the world,
will recover economically from this. And how will the
mental health of the population hold up, and what
damage will it do if we are all inside for 4 months?
The planning assumption seems to have moved to 24
weeks.
21st March.
It’s the first day of Spring. A walk by the river down
the road, off the beaten track, where we don’t meet
anyone. The weather is amazing, it’s like Mother Nature
has decided to make a point. Try for an online Tesco
shop only to find that half the stuff is not available and
any way the next window is 3 weeks off. Gives the lie
to the continual protestations of the supermarkets
that there is loads of food, and their supply chains are
working. Kids on the phone checking up on me - Never
had so much solicitous conversation!

The news is now getting scary, and we have to avoid
checking it every 5 minutes- Italy 2 weeks ahead of us
and hundreds died overnight. We have to stay indoors
unless it unavoidable.
22nd March.
Had tea on the patio with our neighbours: them on
their patio and us on ours. Really nice sitting in the sun
and knowing there is now nothing we have to rush to
do. If we have 24 weeks to fill I want to spread stuff
out. Cut out a dress for one of the daughters who is
pregnant.
There’s a lump in my chest which I know is anxiety =
about the parents, and about the kids, but also just
a general anxiety about the people who are dying,
about the appalling behaviour of those ‘just stocking
up’. My neighbour asks if I’m going to the shops could
I get her some gravy browning.
23rd March.
Watching the PM’s statement - proper lock down with
rules about where you can go and which shops are
shut and so on. He seems to be channelling Churchill.
But life goes on and spent an hour on the phone to a
Prof doing some research into attitudes to death. Have
my Power of Attorney and Advanced Directive sorted,
thank heavens.
25th March.
My annual walk with my friend Sue, in the Peak District
obviously put off, so we had a fun hour catching up on
WhatsApp video, looking at each other’s gardens and
at her half competed kitchen extension. Every year
there’s less gossip as we are now both mainly retired.
26th March.
Husband painting everything he can in the garden:
log store, shed, fences, compost bunker – I have to
keep moving. Glorious weather all week, you can’t
help but feel Mother Nature sniggering at us all. No
planes overhead, no cars on our road + just loads of
butterflies and bees.
End of week 1.
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Oker Estate
Association

Feel the positive
benefits of singing with
TINDERBOX singing club....

In compliance with
Government instructions on
social distancing and group
assemblies the planned AGM
has been postponed. The AGM
will now hopefully be held
later in the year.
For the foreseeable future,
planned litter picks and
maintenance of planted areas
have been deferred.
Please think of your
neighbours that may need
help in these difficult times
but be mindful to safeguard
your own and others health.
Find us on Facebook at Oker
Estate Association
Stay healthy, Best Regards,
John Samman

If you fancy an uplifting, spiritbuilding 30 minutes, twice a
week, join the Tinderbox Singing
Club on Facebook. Andrea
Turner, who runs The Tinderbox
Performing Arts Centre in Darley
Dale, holds these live sessions
for all the family to take part in.
You can sing as loudly as you
like- no-one can hear or see you!
The aim is for everyone to feel
the positive benefits of singing
and by using Facebook Live, the

singers can connect with each
other by commenting and saying
‘hi!’ Each session starts with a fun
warm up, followed by 2 songs
from either musicals or pop, such
as ‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’
or ABBA’s ‘The Winner Takes it
All’. All the lyrics can be printed
off or followed from the page
itself. Andrea teaches the songs
through and then finishes with a
big sing through. Everyone of all
ages is welcome!

The Tinderbox Performing Arts will hopefully be up and running
as soon as possible. The Tinderbox holds toddler music sessions,
it has a large Youth Theatre for 5-18 year olds and 2 adult choirs.
Please contact via www.thetinderboxperformingarts.co.uk or
email at info@thetinderboxperformingarts.co.uk
for further details.
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THE STREETS AROUND THE TOWN
ARE LOOKING QUIET, THANK YOU
FOR ALL OBSERVING SOCIAL
DISTANCING ADVICE. HOWEVER,
CAN WE PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT
WE ARE ALL RESPECTFUL OF
PEOPLE USING FOOTPATHS TO
GET THEIR EXERCISE. WE ARE ALL
RESIDENTS OF DARLEY DALE AND
THE FOOTPATHS ARE FREE FOR
PUBLIC USE FOR EVERYBODY, AS
LONG AS EVERYONE IS OBSERVING
SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES.
TAKE CARE AND LOOK AFTER
EACH OTHER.

A thought...
With the worldwide outbreak of
the coronavirus, we are confronted
once more with the fragility of our
lives, and again we are reminded of
our common humanity — that the
peoples of this world are our brothers
and sisters, that we are all one family
under God.
God does not abandon us, he goes
with us even now in this time of trial
and testing. At this moment, it is
important for us to anchor our hearts
in the hope that we have in Jesus
Christ. Now is the time to intensify
our prayers and sacrifices for the love
of God and the love of our neighbor.
Let us draw closer to one another in
our love for him, and rediscover the
things that truly matter in our lives.
The above quote is from the USA
Catholic Bishops Conference. For
people of faith and of no faith, this
is a difficult time. I hope the words
or at least the sentiment above can
ring true for you. We are in a place
of blessing in that we have a strong
sense of community and fellowship.
Yet we also have difficulty in that
our area of Derbyshire isn’t the most
recoursed. The above quote also
speaks the difficult truth that our
lives are frail; that illness and sickness

TH E DARLEY DALE COMMUN I T Y VOI C E

and accident can change our lives
in a drastic way or even end them.
Yet there is also a deeper truth that I
believe in. As a priest and as someone
who’s had multiple surgeries (Yes,
some touch and go!!) I know that
death is not the end of our existence.
That we are called by God to a place
of peace and love and community.
Not on a fluffy cloud but in a place of
loving encounter. God loves all who
he has created. God sees so much
potential and hope in the lives of all
people.
Believers and none believers. As a
poem goes: If we have lived well,
laughed often and loved much By the
action we have chosen Heaven.
The other point that this makes is a
basic simple fact: We are all brothers
and sisters. In Darley, South Darley,
Winster and all the small hamlets
we are called to care for each other
and serve each other. we don’t know
what the future holds. We don’t know
if the virus will get worse or slightly
easier on humanity. But we must
care for each other, we must look
after each other. If you pray then we
must pray no matter what tradition
or faith we are united in the truth that
God loves all people and he hears

us when we hold our community
before Him. Also, we have to value
our front line services - doctors,
nurses, paramedics, carers, social care
people. Two things seem to me to be
also as bad as the virus firstly, a sense
of entitlement - meaning my needs
are more important than someone
else. They are not. overpowering fear
- love casts out fear, so the Bible tells
us. It’s natural to be afraid but fear
is paralyzing and harmful. If we talk
to each other or use social media to
keep in touch, then we can talk about
our anxieties before we are weighed
down by fear. So, dear friend, we’ll try
to keep the churches open even if we
have to stop public worship so there
can be a place of peace and serenity.
A place where people have brought
their fears for over a thousand years.
“Let us love our neighbours as we
love ourselves”
Finally, may I promise to keep you
all in my prayers and thoughts every
day. God bless you and keep you and
your loved ones in serenity and hope.
Stephen Monk
(Rectory of Darley, South Darley,
and Winster.)

An Update from Darley Dale in Bloom
We very much regret that we have had to cancel our summer plant order this
year as we do not know what the government restrictions will be when it
comes round to clearing and replanting the beds and planters around Darley
Dale. The existing planting will be flowering for the next couple of months to
give us some cheer in these difficult times. However, we will not be able to
do our usual maintenance, so please feel free to water a planter if you live or
work near one, and can safely do this, if it looks a bit dry!
Fortunately, we did manage to plant some herbs and shrubs in the Sensory
Garden in the Whitworth Park in March, before the restrictions became
more severe. We have applied to Derbyshire County Council for a grant for
landscaping, benches and more plants. The deadline for this application is
the end of May so we were not expecting to hear the outcome until after this
date, but of course this will probably be affected by the current situation.
The East Midlands in Bloom competition has been cancelled this year,
although we had already decided not to enter so that we could concentrate
on the Sensory Garden.
As part of our fundraising activities we are planning to hold a ceilidh in the
ballroom at the Whitworth Centre on Saturday 3 October with the Heads
and Tails band, so hopefully a date for your diary! Tickets will be £15 which
includes a ‘surprise’ supper.
Stay safe and for those of you with gardens, enjoy them, gardening is very
good for our mental and physical health!
You can keep up to date with us on our Facebook page and website:
www.darleydaleinbloom.co.uk or contact Val on 01629 732596.
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AFFORDABLE
QUALITY

SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF BESPOKE TAILOR-MADE BLINDS

from plan to planting
Based in the heart of the Derbyshire Dales, we
have been working closely with our domestic
and commercial clients for over 20 years to
create timeless garden landscapes.
For a list of our services, testimonials and
a gallery of our work please visit our website.

Peak Blinds offer professional blind sales and installation in the
Derbyshire Peak District and beyond. As a family business, we pride
ourselves on our efficiency, customer service, and reputation. All of
our blinds are tailor-made to meet your needs.
Peak Blinds offer a range of quality blinds and are confident that we
can provide you with the perfect blinds to match your needs. From
the traditional to the modern, via the sleek and the stylish, we have
an endless array of blinds that will complete the look and feel of your
home.

T: 07939 100 856
E: elysiumlandscapes@btinternet.com

www.elysiumlandscapes.co.uk

Contact us for a FREE no obligation quotation
T: 07970 149 234 E: chris@cjmautomation.co.uk
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The home classroom!
In recent weeks educating children at home
has become a reality for many parents in our
community. From infants to A-level students,
homes have now become classrooms for the
foreseeable future, so how can we balance
our working lives with playing teacher to our
children?

Well
done
Sue!

For Primary school age core subjects such
as Maths and English obviously play a key
part in the curriculum and most schools will
have provided plenty of activities to ensure
your children continue their progression
in these areas. As we are unsure how long
we may be faced with this situation it’s
important to adopt an achievable balanced
structure. I read something recently from an
experienced home schooler who said that
Primary age children need only 2-3 hours of
schooling per day - which I suppose when
you subtract everything else your child does
at school apart from actual study makes
sense.
Keeping your children happy will help
maintain a stable environment for the weeks
to come. We don’t want to push them too
hard but then we don’t want them to fall
behind. How can we find a happy medium?
Encourage them to make contact with their
classmates by video messaging, help you
to prepare and cook dinner, write a diary
of what it’s like for them, build a den in the
house or garden, learn how to tell the time,
go on a family walk each day and make it
an adventure - remember not all schooling
is about sitting down to read and write, try
and find creative ways to make learning fun,
it all counts.
If you have younger children why not try
making a Scavenger hunt box like Orla age
4. Decorate an egg box , draw pictures inside
of what you think you might find. Head out
on a walk and see what you can find. Orla
found leaves, flowers, stones and even snail
shells! Great job Orla!

A few weeks before the lock
down Sue Bliss and her friend,
who live on the Morledge
Estate, decided they had
had enough of looking at
the plastic tubes which were
put around the trees when
they were first planted, and
which had now spit. They
were all over the small piece
of woodland where Morledge
meets Old Hackney Lane,
looking untidy. This photo
shows Sue with the sacks full
of plastic and other rubbish
she collected.

ONLINE RESOURCES WHICH MAY HELP WITH HOME SCHOOLING
TRY THESE WEBSITES AND APPS WHICH HAVE
FREE RESOURCES TO HELP:
www.actionforhealthykids.org/covid-19-and
-at-home-resources
www.twinkl.co.uk
www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/home
-online-learning
www.whiterosemaths.com
www.masterthecurriculum.co.uk
www.primarystarseducation.co.uk
www.mrsmactivity.co.uk/free-resources

THESE MAY HELP SUPPORT WITH MINDFULNESS &
STAYING ACTIVE:
www.smilingmind.com.au
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers
www.plprimarystars.com
www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
www.youtube.com - Search for
PE with Joe Wicks, Cosmic Yoga & Go Noodle
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Financial Support

for residents during Covid-19
Derbyshire Dales District Council recognises that in these unprecedented times many of our residents and
businesses will need financial support.
We will make sure that any government support is passed through to you as soon as practically possible.
We have therefore introduced measures to try to ease some of the pressures you may be experiencing.
If, as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic, you are struggling to make
your normal payments – such as
Council Tax - then please contact us
and we will do what we can to assist
by reviewing your instalment dates.
You can contact us preferably by email
at revenues@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
or by telephone on 01629 761222
(normal office hours Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm except on Tuesdays when
we start at 10.30am).
All recovery action against
households, including for prior years,
has been initially suspended until
Tuesday 30th June 2020.
The Council’s Council Tax Support
(CTS) Scheme provides financial
support to households with low
incomes. We would encourage those
who wish to make a claim to do so as
soon as possible and we’ll be
prioritising these claims to get

support to eligible households as soon
as we can. If you wish to claim Council
Tax Support please complete our
online form or telephone us on 01629
761188.
The Government has recently
announced a £500m Hardship Fund
and the Council will be receiving
additional funding to further assist
those of working age who claim
Council Tax Support. Eligible
households will receive a credit on
their council tax account. This will be
£150 or the amount outstanding on
your account if lower. You do not need
to apply for this, if you are eligible it
will be awarded automatically and you
will be sent a new council tax bill.
The government has announced
changes to the Housing Benefit
calculation in response to the COVID
19 situation. Anyone receiving Local

Housing Allowance Housing Benefit
(privately rented accommodation)
will find their Housing Benefit
entitlements increased from 6th April.
Some working age claimants, who
receive Working Tax Credit attract ‘an
additional earnings disregard’ of
£17.10 per week. This is set to be
increased, again from 6th April, to
£37.10 per week. We will be
reassessing all claim entitlements
affected by these changes
automatically and issuing new
printed letters that explain your
revised entitlements. These letters will
be issued in early April and will
replace previous correspondence
sent out.
We are aiming to do this as soon as
possible but need to ask for your
patience as we implement these
major changes to our systems and
payment processes.

Support for businesses
The Coronavirus outbreak is a rapidly changing situation and the District Council is closely monitoring the advice and
updates from Government regarding support for businesses. The latest HM Treasury update can be found here.
The Government has set out a package of temporary and targeted measures to support businesses through this period of
disruption. Derbyshire Dales District Council will be administering the business rate relief and grant support schemes (for
eligible businesses with business premises) in our area. When the funding for schemes and guidance from Government is
made available, the District Council will begin contacting eligible businesses and issue further advice at this stage.
PLEASE NOTE - A copy of the OFFICIAL letter (which when received, will also have carry the DDDC logo) that is being sent out
to businesses.
The range of Government measures for businesses affected by the Coronavirus pandemic have been summarised by
Derbyshire Dales District Council and can be found on their website.
The update includes indicative timescales for contacting eligible businesses and issuing the reliefs and grants being
administered by the District Council.
Sign up to our business newsletter to receive regular updates on the assistance available.
The District Council is currently dealing with a high number of enquiries from businesses. As indicated, the Council will
contact you if you are eligible for the grant support linked to business premises. If you have a specific enquiry which is not
addressed by the guidance above, please log your enquiry here and officers will respond as soon as possible. Please note
some enquiries may require clarification from the appropriate Government department.
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FREE DELIVERY
order by phone before 1pm
for next day delivery
(please have orders ready)
Contactless payment on delivery
or over the phone
Fully stocked

Jigsaw
Foodbank

The Jigsaw Foodbank was delivering
to 50 families in Darley Dale &
Matlock; this number has already
gone up, as people lose their jobs
and children are at home.

Jigsaw is desparate for the
following:
food or money donations
volunteer delivery drivers
If you can help please email Jackie:
jigsaw@churchinthepeak.org

New opening times:
8.30am - 2.30pm Mon-Sat
We are operating a strict one in and one out
policy with 2 staff serving and sanitising
between each customer.

T: 01629 733639

11 Dale Road North, Darley Dale, Matlock DE4 2HX

FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLES, SALAD, BAKERY & DAIRY ITEMS
Next day orders by 5pm
Collect from Darley Dale Methodist Church Car Park
Thursday 10am - 11am

www.johnpalinlocal.co.uk

T: 01629 592400

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 5 MILE RADIUS FOR
OVER 70'S AND SELF-ISOLATING

Basic essentials

COLLECTION OR DELIVERY
ETHICALLY TRADED IN BRAZIL AND FRESHLY ROASTED HERE IN THE UK,
WE WANTED TO DELIVER QUALITY COFFEE WITH A TRULY SPECIAL TASTE

Suppliers to Refills on the Road!
Azorieblue has been sourcing, roasting and
loving great coffee for more than 10 years.
Having previously supplied to high street retailers
such as Harvey Nichols, Selfridges and John Lewis

NOW DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!
www.azorieblue.co.uk

Fruit, veg, meat, dairy,
eggs, homemade soups,
meals.....& much more!

OPEN 7 DAYS

8:30am-12:30pm

DARLEY DALE

Newspapers/Prescriptions collected

Telephone orders T: 01629 735050

VUNERABLE

CUSTOMER SHOPPING
Vunerable, NHS & Key Workers
8-9am Mon-Sat, 10-11am Sun

Matlock Store 8-9am Mon, Wed & Fri
Matlock Store
The first 2hrs of opening
(Mon-Sat 9-11am/Sun 10-12pm)
The last hour of each day is reserved
for NHS staff (with Official NHS ID)
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Creative with Charcoal
A few weeks ago the children at Darley Dale Primary school were
involved in the ancient art of making charcoal and created some
fabulous charcoal drawings.
Jake Haynes our school gardening and forest skills expert gives us
lots of interesting insights about charcoal! .....
After spending most of my twenties
working with people in a variety of
roles, I decided to change direction
and do a degree in conservation aged
thirty. I had always felt drawn to wild
places, particularly woodlands, since I
was young and this seemed like a good
way to combine social action with my
passion for the outdoors. Over the next
few years, I discovered the wonderful
(and sometimes very peculiar) world of
traditional woodland crafts, and after
finishing university I decided to set up
business as a charcoal maker.
Over 5 years, much of which was spent
living in a caravan or tent around the
estate woodlands of Lincolnshire, I
followed in the footsteps of itinerant
charcoal burners of the past through
a seasonal cycle of cutting wood,
preparing it for the kilns, stacking,
burning, processing, bagging and
selling through local farm shops as
well as markets.
Historically, charcoal was a hugely
important fuel for smelting and
working metals and glass as well as
household cooking – much of the
remaining woodland in the Derwent
valley and other industrial areas
is testament to the importance of
charcoal to the industry of past times.
To produce this fuel, whole families
lived in the woods in traditional turf
covered huts for most of the year. One
of our best loved nursery rhymes, Rock
a Bye Baby, was inspired by the story
of Betty Kenny, the wife of a charcoal
burner who lived beneath an ancient
yew tree in Shining Cliff woods in
Ambergate with her large family and
rocked her children to sleep on the
boughs of the huge tree.
The charcoal making process is fairly
simple. Heating or burning wood with
reduced airflow drives off the complex
compounds and
10 DDCV A PR IL 2020

molecules in the wood as a gas, leaving
the carbon ‘skeleton’ of the wood
behind, a process known as pyrolysis.
Traditionally, this was done by making
large, tightly stacked woodpiles
which were covered in earth and
turves before being lit. The charcoal
burner would then watch the mound
constantly for days or sometimes
weeks depending on the size of the
burn, to ensure that the wood was
burning slowly enough – to help with
the long periods sitting and watching
the mound, there was a ‘burner’s stool’,
a one legged stool to stop the charcoal
burner falling asleep and missing
warning signs of air getting into the
fire. A skilled charcoal burner gauges
the burn by the colour and nature of
the smoke, which starts out as white
and billowing due to the moisture
being driven out of the wood, changes
to grey as the wood heats up and the
volatile compounds start being driven
out, then finally thinning to a pale blue
smoke as the wood becomes charcoal.
One of the projects we have tried out
at school recently was making artists
charcoal out of willow cut from our
own coppice. The rods were cut and
left to dry for a few weeks before being
peeled and cut to size. We used an old
biscuit tin as our kiln, with a few nail
holes in the lid to let out the gases. The
tin was filled with fairly tightly stacked
pieces of willow then we put the lid on
tightly and lowered it into the campfire
using welding gauntlets. We then built
up the fire around the tin and kept it
well fed for an hour and a half before
removing the tin and leaving it to cool
completely before opening to find
our charcoal, beautiful and black and
glistening in the spring sunshine.
Hopefully Betty Kenny would be
pleased to see people still making
charcoal (albeit at a very different
scale) in Derbyshire!
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Community Response Unit
Our Community Response Unit is now ready to take
requests for assistance from members of the
community who don’t have friends or family able to
help them.
Help is available for people across the county if they are:
Self-isolating because either themselves or a
member of the household is at risk
Struggling to meet basic needs because of
financial, social or health restrictions
Pregnant
Have underlying health conditions
Aged 70 or over.
Volunteers could be asked to help with food shopping
and delivery, checking up on people who are isolated
with a phone call or online help to prevent loneliness
and check whether there is anything they need, or
collecting and delivering prescriptions.

How to get help

Residents needing help should visit the Community
Response Unit information on our website
www.derbyshire/gov.uk or phone 01629 535091.
At this stage the phone line will only be available
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturdays 9am
to 1pm.

How to give help

Organisations are still looking to recruit more
volunteers. Anyone who wants to help and is aged
18 to 70 and
fit and well should also visit the Community
Response Unit information on our website to
register their interest. Some organisations are
looking for volunteers to offer a befriending
telephone service, so anyone who wants to help
but can’t leave their house could offer this kind of
assistance.

The view from
the school garden

After a long and very wet winter, it
feels like spring is finally arriving –
the wild garlic is sending up shoots,
willow and hazel catkins have come
and gone and frog spawn has arrived
in the newly cleared school pond.
The school grounds are on very
heavy clays, which has presented
some major challenges over the
winter and half of the polytunnel is
still under several inches of water as I
write this in mid March.

wildlife (including the children!)
One of the issues with school
gardening projects is that the
school summer holidays coincide
with harvest for a lot of fruit and
vegetable plants – older members of
the community may remember that
this was the original reason for the
long summer break, particularly in
rural areas, as all hands were needed
at the farms and market gardens to
bring in and preserve the harvest.

Although this has meant we’ve
not been able to do much in
the established raised beds and
polytunnel, we have been able to
use the time to plant new small
woodlands around the Forest School
area, start establishing our food
forest by planting an orchard and
extending the established willow
dome.

We decided early on in the project
that there was not much point
in growing traditional crops that
matured during the summer
holidays.

The children have built hedgehog
houses under the established trees
around the perimeter of the site and
we have been looking at improving
the habitats across the whole site for

Since the start of January, we have
been sowing, pricking out and
potting on ready for a planned
Community Plant Sale week
commencing 18th May. With
Coronavirus uncertainties now upon
us, precautionary measures may
mean that a face to face plant sale
on school premises is not possible.
However, we still have hundreds of

plants ready to go and this may be a
great time to growing your own fruit
and vegetables in your garden
We have hundreds of tomato,
pepper, chilli, aubergine, cucumber,
courgette, pumpkin and winter
squash seedlings (to name but a
few) as well as flowers, bush fruit
and herbs coming on in various
polytunnels and greenhouses
around Darley Dale. We wanted to
use this as an opportunity to show
off the children’s hard work around
the grounds as well as sell some
plants.
I’m currently considering options
including plant deliveries and asking
local businesses to sell plants for us if you would be interested in
either of these, or further details of
anything we’re doing in the school
grounds, please contact me at
darleydaleplantsale@gmail.com
Jake Haynes
Darley Dale Primary School
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Other useful numbers:

Local Organisations:

Your District Councillors:
Jason Atkin 07866 742146
Mark Salt 761100
Andrew Statham 581014

Derwent Bowmen			
Ken Ness - 581671

DD & District Twinning Ass		
Kevin Senior - 733053

DD Association of Wrens		
Mrs R Sayers - 584411

For information and help on the following subjects
please call the appropriate local authority:

DD Brass Band			
K Sheldon - 734641

DD Womens Institute		
Mrs J Lane - 732447
Essential Fitness			
Jan Handley - 735150

County Council
580000 or Call Centre 508058:
Consumer Advice and Safety; Education; Highways;
Libraries; Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths;
Street Lighting; Trading Standards.
Derbyshire Dales District Council
761100:
Building Regulations; Council Tax; Concessionary Fares;
Dog Wardens; Environmental Health; Housing Benefit;
Housing;
Planning Permissions; Recreation; Refuse Collection;
Registration of Elections; Street Cleaning.
Darley Dale Town Council
735248:
email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk:
Bus Shelters, Grit Bins, Public Footpaths.

First Act				
DD Community Centre at the ARC Jim & Debbie Fearn - 733862
Mrs Gray - 56718
First Taste			
DD Cricket Club			
Mrs I Wagstaffe - 733849
C Sellors - 733293
Matlock Derwent Valley Lions Club
DD Cubs				
Kevin Senior - 733053
N Winter - 732662
Matlock Trefoil Guild		
DD Croquet Club - Secretary		
Mrs Sue Baranek - 07702 605 163
David Gregory - 732455
Memory Lane			
DD in Bloom			
Di Cliff - 07919 116585
Val Singer - 732596
Methodist Churches		
DD Fairtrade Group		
Rev. Robert Foster - 01773 827450
Monica Render - 732935
Mother & Baby Clinic		
DD Film Society - Chairman		
Health Visitor - 734705
Ed Runham - 732898
Solemates
Darley Dale Fly Fishing Club		
Community Fitness Group
Bernard Webster - 07973 878059 Find them on Facebook
DD Guides			
Rebecca Burton - 760029

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT

			

During Fairtrade Fortnight (February 24 - March 8)
Darley Dale Fairtrade Group organised four events in and
around Darley Dale celebrating Fairtrade and showcasing
particularly the work of women cocoa farmers, who are
currently not receiving sustainable pay for their product.
Friendly coffee mornings took place at Darley Dale
Methodist Hall, Wensley Reading Room, St Joseph’s Hall
in Matlock and all day at The Whitworth Centre. On each
occasion short films about cocoa and sugar were shown,
there was a fun quiz and displays of Fairtrade chocolate and
drinking chocolate available in local shops as well as the
Traidcraft stall and refreshments. As a result of kind support
at these and other activities we have been able to send
donations of £200 each to the Fairtrade Foundation and the
Traidcraft Exchange, Traidcraft’s charity arm, to further our
work for greater justice for producers.

Our next issue...
We intend to publish an online magazine for the next three
months or as long as this pandemic lasts, so please send in
content for mid May, mid June and mid July. Please email
any contributions by the end of each month.
Council meetings are usually held in The Old Library, The
Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale on every third Thursday
of the month starting at 7pm, however at the present
time Councils have been given dispensation to hold these
meetings virtually; for times and dates keep an eye on the
website, Facebook and Twitter.
Editor: Carol Taylor OBE
E: cazkinstaylor@googlemail.com
Art Editor: Louise Mckenzie
T: 07506 595859
E: louise@lm-creative.co.uk
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St Helens Church			
Rev Stephen Monk - 734257

Brownies				
St Helens Church Bellringers		
Wendy Oldfield - 58109
Richard Taylor - 732519		
Rainbows			
St Helens Ladies Club		
Mrs G Senior - 733053
Mrs B Scargill - 734339
DD Horticultural Society		
Mrs M Hall - 583956

Stitch, Knit & Natter		
Jane Small - 760599

DD Indoor Bowls Club		
P Whitehouse - 734043

Twilight After School Club		
07816 935937

DD Juniors FC			
Rob Wilson - 733773

Wayfinders Youth Club		
Philip/Rachel Hulland - 735986

Darley Lions FC			
B Clarke - 734213

Whitworth Park Bowls Club		
Mick Hill - 822733

DD Table Tennis Club		
B Croasdale - 07968 693408

Whitworth Snooker & Billiards Club
J McCann - 734269
			

Got something to say?
Got an article to submit?
Taken a great photo in Darley Dale we
could use on the front cover?
Want future copies emailed direct to you?
Want to be on the copy deadline email list?
For any of the above or any other issue relating to The Darley Dale
Town Council Community Voice publication please contact :
Carol Taylor: cazkinstaylor@googlemail.com
Louise Mckenzie: louise@lm-creative.co.uk
Sian Bacon: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk

we’d love to hear from you.

