DARLEY DALE TOWN COUNCIL – WORKING FOR DARLEY DALE

Foreword
It gives me great pleasure to write the Foreword to this Town Plan for Darley
Dale. I have observed at first hand the work and thought that has gone into
the production of a document that so eloquently tells the world the aims and
aspirations of the residents of Darley Dale. On the occasions that I have been
invited to attend any of the Steering Group’s meetings I have witnessed the
(mostly) calm and earnest manner in which the various building blocks of the
Plan have been discussed and trimmed.
Overseeing it all has been the impressive presence of Dr Michael Snaith, the
John Evans – Town Mayor
Steering Committee Chairman. His sense of humour (a very necessary attribute
for the chairman of any group attempting an exercise such as this) accompanied by his light but firm
hand on the controls has ensured that time was used efficiently and productively, and the final product
is something that he and his group can take great pride in.
I know from experience how difficult it is to persuade people to volunteer for tasks such as this, and I was
impressed with the willingness with which Michael accepted the challenge. I was also impressed with
the way in which he inspired all members of the Steering Group to deliver work they probably initially
doubted they could do. And finally I am delighted to see that he is still speaking to me after it all!
We are grateful to you, Michael, for doing such a fantastic job on a very difficult and challenging task.
I know I speak for all the residents of Darley Dale when I say we couldn’t have got anywhere near it
without you.
Thank you.
John Evans
Town Mayor

If you find difficulty in reading this because of visual impairment,
please telephone the Town Clerk’s Office (01629 733678) to obtain a
black and white photocopy.
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Introduction
The aim of this document is to provide some
suggestions for the future of the town of Darley
Dale. It cannot be a blueprint, particularly
considering the uncertain economic prospects
current at the time it is being prepared. Rather,
it provides a view of the town as it is, with
an outline of the collective aspirations of
its residents. We have drawn it up following
extensive consultations with the people of the
town. This process of consultation has included
a questionnaire circulated to the households of
the town and discussions with individuals, with
groups and with organisations. We have drawn
opinion together as widely as possible so as to
ensure that there will be firm support for the
proposals we have made.

The document is intended to be useful as an
information resource for individuals or groups
wishing to develop proposals of their own.
This may include the Town Council, but also
others concerned with initiating ideas. The
Methodology section sets out the process
we have used in developing the Plan. The
Profile section is designed for those who are
unfamiliar with the town and the area. It draws
together information from various sources, with
appropriate acknowledgements. The Consultation
section summarises the results of our consultation
processes. The final section on Proposals brings
together our conclusions and makes suggestions
for the future of our town.

Darley Dale from above
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Profile of Darley Dale
The 2001 census shows that Darley Dale has a total
population of 5,167 people, 5,090 of which live in its
2,202 households. How things have changed! The
original census of 1086, commonly referred to as the
Domesday Book, notes that Darley Dale (or Dereleie
as it was then known) consisted of seven villagers and
a priest, all settled near the parish church. The ancient
yew tree in St Helen’s churchyard, that has over the
years come to symbolise the strong faith and family
traditions of Darley’s inhabitants would have been
almost 300 years old at this time, if estimates of its
2000 year old age are correct. Even if this particular
tree is not as old, there have certainly been yews here
since ancient times. By 1831 the number of residents
was recorded as 1,937.
The word Darley originates from old English (‘deor’
and ‘leah’) and can be understood to mean ‘clearing
frequented by animals’. Darley Dale was referred
to simply as Darley until the 19th Century when
Dale was added to the name. Emperor Vespasian
ordered his scribe to send word to Rome that the
‘peac setan’ (peak dwellers) were ‘fierce defenders of
their territory’, a fact borne out by strong evidence to
support the existence of the settlement at Darley since
at least 800AD.
There are several well-known historical figures that
have inhabited Darley. Probably the best known
of all these is Sir Joseph Whitworth, one of the
great Victorian industrialists, who revolutionised
manufacturing processes worldwide by introducing
the standardisation of tools and production methods.
His widow, Lady Whitworth, had built in his memory
the impressive Whitworth Institute, surrounded by
ten acres of parkland, and the Whitworth Hospital.
She bequeathed these buildings and grounds to the
people of Darley Dale. To this day these imposing
buildings remain very much a cherished part of the
lives of the local inhabitants.
Darley Dale also has had its fair share of famous
literary characters. Richmal Crompton, well known
for her ‘Just William’ novels, moved to Darley Dale at
the age of 14 and was a boarding pupil at St Elphin’s
School. Her novel ‘Anne Morrison’ is very much a
fictional account of her time at the school and even

William from her Just William novels occasionally
finds himself in deep water in girls’ schools very much
likened to St Elphin’s. A maple tree that Richmal
planted in the grounds of the school is still standing
to this day. Crichton Porteous moved to Darley Dale
towards the end of his life and lived in one of the
settlements today known as Two Dales, but then
known as Toad Holes. Indeed his novels ‘Toad Hole’
and ‘Broken River’ are set in the local area. Finally
William Wordsworth, whilst not having resided in
Darley Dale, did compose a sonnet, ‘The Keepsake’,
after travelling through Darley Dale in 1838 and
being inspired by a solitary tree on the top of Oker
Hill, which overlooks Darley. The tree itself is the
subject of a local legend, involving two brothers and
their lives following the path of two trees, which they
planted. It is this tale that inspired Wordsworth to
compose the sonnet.
Modern Darley is far removed from its humble
beginnings. Rather than conforming to the typical
village mould, present day Darley would more
accurately be viewed as a collection of several smaller
settlements: Churchtown (the original settlement),
Darley Bridge; Darley Hillside; Two Dales; Northwood
and Hackney. Relatively recently expansion has
formed Darley House, Hooley & Black Rocks Estates
and even more recently, developments such as
Morledge. It covers about 1,700 hectares, spanning
almost 6 miles along river, road and rail. Indeed
it is the road and rail links, formed mainly in the
nineteenth century between these settlements, which
have lead to Darley being the size it is now. This is
supported by the 1831 census, when the number of
residents was recorded as 1,937.
There were 5,167 people living in Darley in 2001,
in 2,202 households, with an average household
size of 2.31, which is just slightly lower than the
national average of 2.36. This represents 7.4% of
the population of the Derbyshire Dales and 0.54%
of the population of Derbyshire. The population is
99.5% white, and 80% of these also class themselves
as being Christian. There are no available details
regarding how much the population of Darley Dale
has increased since 1991 (the previous census).
However, the predicted county rate of population
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currently no registered child minders. Therefore it
can only be concluded that parents and carers must
have to travel to find childcare for their children,
especially when one considers that when compared
to national (66.9%) and county figures (67.5%), a
higher proportion of the population is economically
active in Darley Dale (69.2%). This figure is especially
relevant when the figures regarding working women
(still regarded as the main child care givers) are
considered. The national statistic is 59.8% of the
female population working, which increases slightly
to 60.6% when the female county population is
considered. However in Darley Dale 62.2% of the
female population go to work.
Darley Dale boundary map from website

growth is 3% and national growth rate is 2.6%. Thus
taking the median of these two figures, 2.8%, it could
be assumed that by 2011 the population of Darley
Dale will be approximately 5312, an increase of 145
people. Whether recent housing developments will
result in a greater increase remains to be seen.
The Derbyshire Dales has a relatively low density
(0.9) of people per hectare compared to the national
and Derbyshire County densities at 3.8 and 2.9
respectively. However, Darley Dale has a density of 3,
which indicates that despite having a rural location it
is quite densely populated, especially when compared
to neighbouring areas such as Bakewell, which has a
density of 1.2.
If the age structures of the inhabitants are dissected
into young people (0-24), adults (25-64), and older
citizens (65+) the statistics are very interesting.
When compared with neighbouring towns such as
Bakewell and Matlock, Darley Dale has a higher
proportion of children aged 0-4, with this age group
representing 5.4% of the population compared to
Bakewell (3.4%) and Matlock (4.6% average) against
a national figure of 6% and a county figure of 5.5%.
This would seem to indicate that Darley is highly
regarded by parents for starting their family. Despite
this high proportion of pre-school children, there is
only one private day care nursery in Darley Dale and

Darley Dale’s population aged between 4 and 24
years is significantly below county and national
percentages. Despite its very low preschool-aged
population, Bakewell, with a smaller total population
at about 4000, has a larger proportion of young
people aged between 5 and 15. Darley has 659
whereas Bakewell has 694. Therefore it might be
inferred that families tend to relocate to towns such
as Bakewell as their children get older and reach
school age. Whether this implies preferences for any
particular school we do not know. Additional evidence
to support this supposition is that for the age group
16-24, the Bakewell population is much less, at 7.6%
(363 people).
The adult age group (25-64) of Darley Dale of 52.9%
very much fits with the national percentage of 53%.
However, in stark contrast is the proportion of our
inhabitants who are classified as older citizens (65+).
The national percentage for this population is 15.9%
and the County percentage is 16.7%, however Darley
has 21% of its population fitting into this age bracket.
Thus this adds significant weight to the ongoing
debate about the need for more suitable local housing
for our older population. Indeed almost 31% of all
households within Darley are occupied exclusively by
those of pensionable age. This figure is significantly
higher than the national (23.7%) and county (24.8%)
percentages, but interestingly is much lower than
Bakewell’s 36.2% of households which are occupied
solely by older citizens.

Darley Dale Town Council – Working for Darley Dale

Perhaps, given the higher than normal older population,
it is not surprising then that the percentage of our
population with long term life limiting illnesses is
20%, a rise of 2.1% above the national average at
17.9%, nor that as a consequence the percentage
of our population who provide unpaid care for their
relatives or friends stands at 11.6%, a figure that is
1.7% higher than the national percentage of 9.9%.
When the percentage of our population who are
classed as ‘not being in general good health’ is added
into the equation, again Darley is 0.3% higher than
the national percentage. Despite this high proportion
of elderly residents, the level of economic inactivity
does not increase as would be expected. Indeed Darley
Dale has lower percentages of economically inactive
citizens (30.8%) compared to the County (32.5%)
and National (33.1%) percentages. This would seem
to indicate that many of our senior citizens remain in
employment.
Of its 2,202 households, Darley has a higher than
national and county level percentage of owneroccupiers. 78.4% of households own their own home,
compared with 68.7% nationally and 74.4% countywide. Interestingly 284 households (12.9%) lease their
property from the council / housing association. Again
this is much lower than the national percentage of
19.3% and county percentage of 17.1% but also would
seem to tally with the greater than usual economic
activity of the local population. Similarly the number
of residents who lease their properties from a private
landlord (191 households and 8.7% of the population)
is slightly higher than the county percentage of 8.5%
and much lower than the national percentage of 12%.
As previously mentioned, a higher than average
proportion of Darley Dale residents are in
employment. The main areas of such employment are:
agriculture, mining, water supply and energy supply,
manufacturing, and public administration, education
and health (the highest percentage). Surprisingly,
hospitality and catering were not above national
or county levels. Of those employed, the majority
described their occupational status as: professional;
skilled tradesmen (the highest percentage); process,
plant or machine operatives or other manual labourers
(which would include agricultural work). It will come
as little surprise to many that the majority of our
working population, 73.4%, have to travel by car to
work. This is much higher than the national figure of

61% and county figure of 70.1%. Indeed Derbyshire
Dales Council notes that only 67.5% of its population
travels to work by private car. On the other hand, when
the numbers for those who use public transport to get
to work are scrutinised, the national figure is 15.4%
and across the county it is 7.3%. However, only 4.7%
of our workers use public transport to get to work. This
is a huge variance. Therefore it could be argued that
the majority of people travelling to work by car do so
because the transport links through Darley Dale are
not good enough to enable them to use an alternative
method to do so.
Finally, when looking at the educational levels of our
population it is very reassuring to see that 84.1% of
all young people aged 16-17 are in full time education.
This is much higher than the national figure of 77.6%
and county figure of 75%. However only 1.45% of
people aged 18-74 are in full time education. This is
almost three times less than the national figure of
4.5% and is noticeably lower than the county level of
2.1%. We therefore must ask the question whether the
reason for this low number of students aged 18-74 is
a consequence of the distance away from educational
establishments, compounded by the difficulty of being
able to travel to study. It is also slightly concerning
to observe that, despite higher than normal levels of
students aged 16-17 in full time education, there are
more people in Darley Dale without any qualifications
(29.1% as compared to a national figure of 28.9%)
and the percentage of the population with A Levels
is only 6.4%, as opposed to a national proportion of
8.3%. Matlock and Bakewell both follow the same
trend as Darley Dale. This raises questions not only
about the quality of our local education systems, but
also whether our rural location and inadequate public
transport links prevent our populations from gaining
access to the qualifications which would also benefit
and develop the local economy.

Methodology
The Town Council concluded in 2007 that a Town
Plan would be important for the future of Darley
Dale, to enable its citizens to participate in shaping
the town in the coming years. At an open public
meeting in September 2007 presentations by members
of the Derbyshire Rural Community Council were
considered and everyone was encouraged to express
opinions, whether good or bad, about the town. These
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suggestions revealed a wide variety of issues of concern
to residents. The meeting resulted in the formation of a
Steering Group with a membership of fifteen, including
three town councillors. The names of the steering
group members are at Annex 1.
Shortly afterwards the group met to form a
constitution, elect officers and start work. Formal
meetings were subsequently at approximately monthly
intervals, with many informal meetings at other times.
Grants to support the work of the group were obtained:
£3000 from the Rural Community Council and £150
from Darley Dale Town Council.
Working groups were established to address a variety
of themes. These included educational opportunities
for children and for adults, business opportunities and
the environment. Other themes were social issues such
as housing, crime, health, leisure and spiritual aspects
of community life. Mobility for people and vehicular
traffic in and around Darley Dale were frequently
visited topics, as was the very nature of the town,
with its several constituent communities. Informal
consultations took place with individuals and with
organisations such as the community police, schools,
residents’ associations and commercial concerns. The
work of the steering group was publicised in the local
press and through Update, the community newsletter.
The committee was assisted by consultations with
County Council, District Council and Rural Community
Council officers and staff. Other useful sources
of information included the Derbyshire Market
Towns Project and town plans published by other
communities, such as Maltby and Chapel-en-le-Frith.
These wide consultations provided the basis for
a formal community consultation by means of a
household questionnaire. Several versions were tried
out amongst informal groups for further refinement.
The questions were mostly posed as suggestions,
with which people could agree or disagree. The final
questionnaire was printed by the County Council
Corporate Resources Department. In June 2008
the approximately 2500 households of Darley Dale
received a copy of the questionnaire. These were
delivered together with the usual copy of Update,
the town newsletter. This circulation included the
residential and nursing homes in the town. The
questionnaires could be returned by mail using the
Freepost envelope provided or by hand into the return

box in the Whitworth Institute. A special Email address
was also established, for those preferring to use the
Internet. In addition, there was a Town Plan stand
at the Fun Day in Whitworth Park on June 29th, so
visitors could discuss matters with steering group
members in person. Return boxes, with further copies
of the questionnaire, were also distributed in pubs,
shops, the post offices and the GP surgery. Over 300
questionnaires were completed, a return rate of about
13%. In 137 of these responses there were additional
free text comments, some notably wide-ranging.
Having analysed the questionnaires, the group met to
consider what conclusions should be drawn from the
quite extensive data. Some of these conclusions, for
example those concerning road traffic, cycleways and
footpaths, clearly merited further consideration. These
issues were therefore further explored in discussions
with staff from the County Environmental Services
department. Discussions were also held with Peak Rail
and members of groups concerned with cycleways
regarding the demonstrable common interests.
The Group felt that these conclusions merited further
public scrutiny before being incorporated into the
final Plan. A special edition of Update was therefore
commissioned. It was distributed in February 2009,
so that residents were not presented with it during
the run-up to the busy Christmas holiday period. This
Update edition included presentation of the data, in
‘pie chart’ format, from the responses to eight of the
26 questions, with a request for feedback. This could
be by surface post, by Email to the dedicated Email
address, or of course by hand or telephone to the
town council offices. A ‘Drop-In’ evening with tea and
biscuits was held in early March 2009, so people could
discuss the proposals in person with members of the
steering group.
The Plan incorporates the results of these extensive
public consultations, with conclusions brought together
in as focused and succinct a manner as the group felt
was reasonable. The analysis of these data is presented
in the Plan, again in the form of pie charts, which
the Group thought was the most acceptable method.
Comments by the Steering Group members upon each
of the charts are set out alongside them. The original
data, from which the pie charts were constructed,
are available in the Council Office for any resident to
examine.
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Public consultation: results
The issues explored in the Household Questionnaire are not the only ones that matter to people
living in Darley Dale, but they represent those of most concern to most people who responded. We
have expanded on these results with our own conclusions. The individual pie charts are identified
with the numbers as per the Household Questionnaire, to enable those who are interested to refer
back to the original data.

Safety and security
We suggested to people that they do feel safe living in Darley Dale.
A very low ‘don’t know’ response rate reassures us that the question was
unambiguous. 10% disagreed – that is, they do not feel safe. This is a matter
of concern, even though well over half do feel safe in the town. Of course we do
not know from this any of the reasons as to why people may feel unsafe.

I feel safe living in Darley Dale.
2% 2% 8%

54%

34%
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Public Transport
In Question 6, it was suggested that public transport from and to the town is good.
We did not specify which of the public
transport services we were referring
to. However, the Derby/Matlock train
service should probably be discounted,
since it has only recently been
improved in frequency and then only
somewhat. If we are correct in this
assumption, then this question applies
to the bus services. Four companies
provide services to and from the
town. About 1/3 of those residents
responding to the questionnaire
consider that the services to and from
the town are insufficient. There is no
direct bus to Chesterfield from Darley
Dale and two changes are required to
travel to Chesterfield Royal Hospital.
Several people made that point quite
forcibly. However, in terms of other
destinations, there are direct services
with the other major conurbations in
the area. The A6 route also provides
direct bus services to Manchester

Public Transport from and to Darley
Dale is good.
16%

27%

11%

27%
18%
Trent Barton bus on A6

via Bakewell in one direction and to
Matlock, then to Derby or onwards to
London in the other.
27% of those responding did not give
an opinion, presumably because they
do not use buses regularly or at all.
However, more people consider the
service to be good or adequate than
consider it to be poor.

In Question 7, it was suggested that public transport in and around the town is good:
Public Transport within Darley Dale
is good.
7%

11%

Clearly, amongst those who actually use the local buses in and around town,
opinion is evenly distributed. Four companies provide such services within the
town and with neighbouring communities, such as Winster. Opinions as regards
convenience will be dependent upon several factors. In order to determine
these, further surveys would be required. On this basis, the Steering Group
members considered they could come to no useful conclusions.

15%
57%

10%
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The Roads
Darley Dale is made up of several communities clustered along the A6 trunk
road. There is now (2009) either a 40 or 30 mph speed limit throughout the
town. Unsurprisingly, some people consider that traffic speed is too fast, yet
it moves too slowly for others, so we are not likely to achieve unanimity of
opinion.
The problems of pedestrians alongside the A6 are referred to in the sections
below, but this photograph is self-explanatory

A6 - narrow pavement

Map of Darley Dale roads
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The Speed of Traffic
The question of speeding was addressed thus:
Only 9% agreed that speeding is
not a problem in the town. The A6 is
deemed to be the greatest problem
in this respect, followed by the lower
Chesterfield Road. 20 responders,
using the free text response option,
specifically singled out motorbikes as
being particular offenders.

Speeding is not a problem
in Darley Dale
14%

37%

24%

There are some dissenters, however,
such as the following free text
contribution:

9%

16%

“Speeding no problem: leave the
A6 speed limits alone, 30mph is
ridiculous along a main road”
In relation to the above comment,
the speed limit along the A6 within
the most densely populated part of
Darley Dale was reduced to 30 mph
in 2008.

A speed camera warning on the A6

We also asked about the noise arising from road traffic:
Traffic noise is not a problem
in Darley Dale.
6%
23%

Whether one is bothered by traffic noise is clearly dependent upon where one
lives. It appears that this is a problem for a relatively small minority.

14%

24%
33%
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Parking
As car ownership becomes more or less universal, it is probably axiomatic that there will never be enough car
parking spaces in residential areas. This is particularly relevant to our town, nestling alongside a main road and with
limited public transport.

Parking in Darley Dale was approached thus:
Our conclusion is that, overall, there
is no majority of citizens that feel
that there is a major parking problem
in the town. This does not of course
mean that there are no areas of
particular parking congestion. These
include the lower Chesterfield Road,
which 26 responders consider is a
place where parking is a real problem.
This relates to the layout of the street,
such as the traffic island:

identified the residential roads of
Hooley’s Estate as the area where
roadside parking is perhaps the most
problematic.

Other parking trouble spots include
the lower end of Whitworth road,
due to the relative lack of parking
at the adjoining industrial estate.
Particularly however, we have

We consider that there is therefore a
strong case for providing additional
parking away from the residential
frontages.

Traffic island on the Lower Chesterfield Road

Cars parked on Hooley’s Estate pavements

Such parking leads to unsightliness
and danger to pedestrians. Covering
front gardens with tarmac to allow
off-street parking, as here, is also
liable to worsen the risk of flooding
because of surface water run-off.

Parking is not a problem
in Darley Dale.
9%

18%

31%

20%

Tarmac over front gardens in Hooley’s

22%
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Pedestrians
1. Walking to and from school.
The problems associated with
schoolchildren being driven to school,
rather than walking, are well known.
So this question presumes that there
are people who do walk their children
to school, or would like to be able to.
Only 15% indicated that there is a
problem walking children to school.
But is that because those parents
who consider there to be no problem
do so because they actually drive their
children to school? The conclusion
from the questionnaire appears to
be that there is no great problem
with this issue. However, this would be
at odds with the many observations
made by parents, schoolteachers and
others with whom we have discussed
the issue. It is also well illustrated here
at Oddford Lane, where the sharing of
the lane by cars and pedestrians, with
or without prams and children,
is surely inappropriate.

route. A possible alternative route
via a path across fields may be worth
examining.
The footpath currently used to get
to Oddford Lane, across the fields
from Darley Dale Primary School in
Greenaway Lane, is acceptable for
single file use, but is difficult with a
pram. Even taking into consideration
the requirement by farmers for stock
control, significant improvements in
this route are clearly necessary.

Walking children to school is not a
problem in Darley Dale.
48%

5%

10%
16%

21%

There are similar problems for parents
walking with their children to and
from other schools in Darley Dale,
where footpaths are too narrow or
non-existent.
A walking bus?
A walking bus is an organized scheme
whereby children join a prescribed
and preferably signed route.

Parents and children when walking to
and from Darley Dale Primary School,
in Greenaway Lane, regularly use this

There is plenty of advice available as
to how to set up a walking bus.

Oddford Lane 1

Oddford Lane 2

Two people occupying the footpath across
the fields to Oddford Lane

The walking bus at Thornsett Primary School at
New Mills, in 2005

The awkward dog-leg gate on the same footpath
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2. Pedestrians: general
There are over 20 miles of footpaths in Darley Dale. For most residents who
responded to the survey, pedestrian access appears to be good.
The most obvious section of pavement is that alongside the main road through
the town, the A6. The pavements alongside the road are too narrow safely
to accommodate pedestrians. Our consultations with members of the Traffic
Division indicate that there is no realistic possibility of widening the pavement
along either side of the A6, despite its dangers.

Walking around Darley Dale is
not a problem
53%

7%

4%
11%

Even elsewhere in the town where the pavement may be wider, moving around
pavements and road crossings for disabled people remains problematic in very
many areas. The need for further improvement of pavements and footpaths
is clear from the written additional comments. This is not just a matter of
maintenance, crucial though that is.

25%

An invalid scooter on the pavement along the A6

The difficulties of manoeuvring an invalid scooter at kerbs (1)

The difficulties of manoeuvring an invalid scooter at kerbs (2)

Overgrown footpaths

Rough, unsafe footpaths
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Cycling through and around Darley Dale
We asked people about this by suggesting that there is no problem. These are the responses:
A quarter firmly disagreed. The third
who were the ‘don’t knows’ are
presumably not cyclists. Would more
people walk or cycle if pathways
and cycleways were to be improved?
Judging from those who took the
trouble to respond with additional
written comments, the answer is ‘yes’.
Here are two examples of written
responses to the questionnaire:
“There are wonderful walks round
Darley Dale”
“The A6 is suicide. We need marked
out cycleways along and across D.D.,
also from Rowsley to Matlock via D.D.”
Particular problem areas include
Warney Road, Oddford Lane and
along the footpath from Station Road
to Churchtown, parallel to the Peak
Rail track.

Cycling around Darley Dale is
not a problem

12%
Morledge multi-user path

surfaces, including tactile changes, to
aid both cyclists and pedestrians.
In towns and cities throughout the
UK and of course elsewhere, there
are better examples of multi-user
pathway networks. Here is another
example of good practice, from not far
away: a multi-user pathway alongside
Meadowhall shopping centre in
Sheffield.

Modern multi-user path at Meadowhall

Narrow path beside Peak Rail

16%
23%

Multi-user path along railway in Devon

Certainly, Darley Dale lacks such
facilities: this photograph of the
pathway alongside Peak Rail makes
the point:

Here, along the pathway stretching
from Station Road to Churchtown,
alongside Peak Rail and Whitworth
Park, there is totally inadequate width
for pedestrians and cyclists, let alone
prams or pushchairs.
Few pathways in Darley Dale are
safely accessible to pedestrians and
cyclists simultaneously. This path
in a recent housing development
(Morledge) near the southeast
boundary of the town is the only
example in Darley Dale of a dedicated
multi-user pathway. It does not
however have the ideal contrasting

13%

36%

Pathway alongside Peak Rail

Narrow path from Station Road to Churchtown

This situation could be different.
Examples of good practice abound
elsewhere, such as this view of the
path built by Devon County Council at
Meldon which contrasts greatly with
that alongside Peak Rail in Darley Dale.

There would appear to be significant
opportunities to enhance the
experience of Darley Dale residents
and visitors alike by improving this
and similar pathways.
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Recreation
Playing facilities for Children.
We proposed in our questionnaire
that the play facilities for children
in the town are satisfactory. The
respondents were evenly split in their
replies, apart from the 1/3 who
presumably have no contact with
young children. It is quite possible
that opinions are divided dependent
upon where people live, but we do
not have enough data of this type to
analyse this result further.
However, even if we assume that
the ‘don’t knows’ are those with no
children locally, then only one fifth
of residents consider play facilities
for young children to be satisfactory.
This might be considered a deplorable
state of affairs in a conurbation with

Play facilities for young children
are satisfactory.
10%

35%

10%

24%
21%
Play area at Churchtown

a higher than average proportion of
young people. The southern areas of
the town (e.g. Hooley’s Estate) are
particularly poorly served.

Recreation for Teenagers
The picture is very clear: from this
response we may conclude that, of
those who are actually aware of the
availability of recreational facilities for
teenagers, only a small minority (14%)
considers that these facilities are
satisfactory and only 5% agree fully.

take seriously the response to this
issue in our questionnaire. Of course,
before drawing up any proposals for
developments, teenagers must be
directly involved in discussions.

The recent Lottery grant of £1.3
million will undoubtedly improve
the facilities for those of all ages
who utilize the Whitworth Centre
(see Annex 3). For teenagers in
particular there is, for example, a
fine billiards room and there will
be a new sports hall. However, it is
surely incumbent on the town to

Play facilities for teenagers
are satisfactory.
24%

44%

18%
5%

”We’ve found adults who listen to us”
(from DCC Education Service 2007
Participation survey)

9%
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Adults and recreation
We find no really clear message here.
Perhaps we should have been more
specific in our question.
In order to draw conclusions that
could be used for planning purposes,
much more detail would be required.
There are many groups and societies
operating within Darley Dale and
others in neighbouring communities
(Annex 2). It might be that there
could be better awareness of what is
actually available.

Adult recreational facilities
are satisfactory.
21%

15%
19%

19%
26%

One of the many activities at the Whitworth Centre,
for adults and youngsters alike

Sports field at Whitworth Park

Children’s education in Darley Dale
Children’s education in Darley Dale was approached thus:
There are no secondary schools in
Darley Dale. Although some younger
children attend primary schools
outside the town boundary, the only
schools in Darley Dale itself are at
primary level, so this question applies
only to them. The respondents were
mostly satisfied with the standards.

Children receive a good education
in Darley Dale
1% 1%
41%

These opinions are much in line with
the reports available from Ofsted.

Darley Dale Primary School

Darley Dale Primary School

Churchtown Primary School

15%

42%
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Support for Child Minding
Support for Child Minding was approached with this statement:
Those that responded considered that child minding is satisfactory. However,
numbers are small and we may well be missing a significant unmet need. For
example, provision of affordable nursery care for the under-3s is thought to
be insufficient. We have concerns about the large majority of the respondents
who were unable to answer the question. Is this because childcare is supplied
by grandparents, other relations or friends and therefore is not considered?
There is no qualified child minder in Darley Dale and only one private day
care nursery (albeit a very well respected one). Could this mean that choice is
so limited locally that childcare is sought by some parents outside of Darley
Dale? Some initial feedback and consultation has indicated that greater choice
and more affordable options would be welcomed. We therefore believe that
affordable childcare and more choice of childcare are issues that should be
investigated in the future.

Child minding support
is satisfactory
3% 3%
8%
10%

76%

The spiritual side of life in Darley Dale
Spiritual side of life in Darley Dale
We posed to the respondents a
simple statement. We think it is
fair to conclude that, of those who
consider that they do know, most are
reasonably content with the current
situation. We appreciate that religious
minorities are very small in number
here so we can make no worthwhile
statements in this regard.

Darley Dale is a spiritually
worthwile place to live.

29%

St Helen’s Anglican Church

Of course, there are other expressions
of spirituality than our traditional
churches and chapels, which continue
to play an important role in our
community.

38%

Interior of Dale Road Methodist Church

The River Derwent bankside

1% 4%

28%

Darley Hillside Methodist Chapel
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The Whitworth Hospital
Whitworth Hospital’s outpatient facilities was approached thus:
Darley Dale residents recently fought
hard and very successfully to retain
maternity facilities at the Whitworth.
We thought that people should be
asked if they wished to see further
services provided here.
Of those giving opinions, the
responses are evenly split. The
Whitworth Hospital provides services
for outlying communities, including
Matlock. Therefore the opinions and
requirements of all users, rather than
just those living in Darley Dale, would
have to be taken into consideration
when making proposals in this
respect. Both the Derbyshire County
Primary Care Trust and Chesterfield
Royal Hospital Foundation NHS Trust
provide the hospital services.
Access to the Hospital:
We are not making proposals in this
Town Plan in regard to the services
provided by the hospital, for the

reasons given above. However, we are
very concerned about the absence of
a safe crossing point over the main
road from the bus stop opposite
the hospital. The A6 is busy, with
traffic flowing quite fast at times. For
those visiting the hospital by bus it
is potentially quite hazardous when
crossing the road.

Need more outpatient facilities at
Whitworth Hospital.
35%

3%

10%
21%

It also seems extraordinary that
the kerb by the bus stop should be
dropped (sloped) in the interests of
safety, yet the people using this very
kerbside have to negotiate a busy
main road with a 40mph limit and no
controlled crossing.

31%

Apart from the lack of a controlled
crossing, road visibility is also poor at
this point, as can be seen in these two
photographs of the entrance to the
hospital from the A6.

The entrance to the hospital

The bus stop opposite the hospital

The dropped kerb

Pedestrians waiting to cross

Poor road visibility for pedestrians waiting to cross
the A6 opposite the hospital
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Carers in Darley Dale
The topic of carers was approached with this statement:
Amongst those who responded and
gave their opinions, there seems a
reasonable degree of satisfaction.
However, we appreciate that this
addresses the issue of professional
team support to carers, rather than
carers themselves. We consider,
from our informal enquiries and
discussions, that this is an issue that
will require a great deal of further
work to establish the true picture of
the levels of support required in our
community.

including from surrounding areas.
The Derbyshire Carers hold a support
group for carers at the Whitworth
Hospital and a Support Worker
is available for home visits. The
Alzheimer’s Society holds a monthly
Café at The Red House Hotel to
support carers. There are support
groups for Mental Health carers in
Matlock. There are also several out of
area support groups for people with
conditions such as brain injury and
for children with diabetes.

Mencap provide facilities for those
with learning disabilities in Darley
Dale and surrounding communities.
However we know little of the overall
level of need. Underhall provides
a day care service for respite and
also short stay care for older people,

The availability of such organisations
is much appreciated, but we are
concerned that we do not know the
level of unmet need in the home.
This is an area that requires further
investigation.

Carers in Darley Dale are well
supported by professionals.
3% 5%

13%
11%

68%

Shops in Darley Dale
Shops
We also asked our householders
for their opinions on the range of
shopping available in the town. Most
seemed satisfied but others, reflected
in some free text comments, consider
the range deficient. However we
concluded that we could make no
useful recommendations based on
these responses.

The range of shops in
Darley Dale is adequate
11%

Broadwalk shops

38%

Convenience store

9%

11%

31%
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Employment in Darley Dale
Employment
The economic situation at the time
of preparation of this document is
fluid, so responses to this suggestion
that employment opportunities are
adequate, when posed in mid 2008,
are not necessarily relevant by the
time this plan is published in mid
2009. Some employers are situated
just outside the boundary of Darley
Dale (e.g. Firth Rixson Forgings,
Enthovens Smelters, the District &
County Council).
We believe that there are around 100
commercial businesses in Darley Dale,
with a wide range of activities. We
wrote to all that we could identify,
asking for their comments on the

Enthovens factory

future of the town. We received few
replies. Some examples referred to
difficulties with parking near shops,
such as the Broadwalk. There is no
trading organisation or chamber
of commerce in Darley Dale, but
one of the results of the process
of developing the Town Plan will
be, we hope, the setting up of just
such an organisation. This would
make it much easier in the future for
the Town Council or other groups
to communicate with and sample
opinions from the town’s commercial
sector.

One of the pubs in town

Employment opportunities in
Darley Dale are adequate.
16%

44%

20%

5%

15%

DFS in Darley Dale
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Further Education in Darley Dale
Further education was aproached with this statement:
This question produced a clear
level of dissatisfaction with
further educational opportunities.
Unfortunately, we were probably
guilty of failing to make it clear what
these opportunities might entail.
The Derbyshire branch of the WEA
(Workers Educational Association)
holds many of their courses at
the Whitworth Centre, so we are
well placed to benefit from these.
Chesterfield College and the
University of Derby, both at Derby
and Buxton, are not far away.

A mobile library visits weekly. The
Open University is of course always
available. The University of the
Third Age (U3A) based in Matlock is
available to Darley Dale residents.
First Taste is a Derbyshire Dales
arts and educational charity, based
in Darley Dale, which aims to
improve educational opportunities
for people in residential and day
care. Greenaway workshop provides
training opportunities for those with
disabilities.

Mobile Library

Greenaway workshop

WEA courses

Further education opportunities in
Darley Dale are adequate
16%

43%

19%

8%

14%

Town Plan

Housing
We suggested in this question that the variety of housing in the town is adequate.
We understand from national and county statistics that Darley Dale does not
have a housing shortage. On the face of it, the chart of the responses appears
to bear that out. However, we cannot therefore conclude that there is not an
important unmet need in the town. For example, 38 respondents who added
written comments stated quite clearly that they felt that there is a shortage
of low cost or starter homes. We cannot know from a questionnaire such as
ours how many people have, for example, been unable to find homes they can
afford and therefore have to move elsewhere. In other words, the issue is that
of appropriate homes for all age and economic groups. It would be important
to know more about those people affected by this issue, in order to formulate
proposals.

Variety of housing adequate.
16%

27%

10%

24%

23%

Future development
We posed the statement that green spaces
should be developed and received an unequivocal response.
Our conclusion is that the people of Darley Dale do not want the green spaces
of the town to be further developed. This is not the view of some however.
There must remain opportunities for appropriate development, but brown field
sites should surely be preferred.

Green spaces should be built on.
5%

5% 5% 3%

82%

Green fields: undeveloped
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Environmental concerns and cleanliness
Recycling facilities
Until we know the recycling rate, we can deduce only a limited amount from
this. Suffice to say, Darley Dale is unlikely to be better than average for the UK
and the UK is not doing very well by European standards.
A large recycling facility has been proposed on the outskirts of the town along
the A6. Several people expressed concern, not at the principle but at its site, on
a low-lying area perhaps at risk of flooding.

Recycling facilities are adequate.
4%
28%

17%

22%
29%

Recycling at Two Dales service station

The town environment
Cleanliness

Public conveniences

Cleanliness in Darley Dale
satisfactory.
29%

3% 5%

Public conveniences in Darley Dale
satisfactory.
18%

19%

44%

We can be cautiously satisfied about
this, but not complacent.

30%

8%

9%

35%

The only public toilets in Darley
Dale were recently under threat of
permanent closure, but were finally
refurbished in 2008. Tourists and
residents alike require adequate
public toilet facilities.

Town Plan

Is our town a good place to live in?
We suggested it might be and most people seem to agree.
No-one can be complacent about this. There are obviously problems that should
be addressed. Planning must be sensitive to the expressed and perceived needs
of the population. We surely live in a beautiful place. We must look after it.

Darley Dale is a good place to live.
6% 3% 4%
19%

68%

Overlooking Darley Dale
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Some achievements since we started the process...
Since the Steering Group commenced the process of consultation, progress has already been made
towards meeting some of the needs identified from the consultation.

Recreation

The Commercial Sector:

In response both to a high number of requests for more
activities for our young people and to a rise in antisocial behaviour, a wider range of craft, art and sporting
activities are now offered throughout the school holidays
and also on a weekly basis. Darley Dale has forged strong
links with ‘Derby County in the Community’ and the
football coaching sessions they organise are amongst the
highest attended in the County. A table tennis academy is
flourishing at the Whitworth Centre, as are the fortnightly
cycling sessions organised by Matlock Cycling Club. A
Whitworth Bowmen archery club will be starting very
shortly. The Yew Tree Film Club for young people aged
7-13, which meets at St Helen’s church hall, has been a
great success, with over 60 on the membership list. An
additional film club for teenagers is scheduled to start in
August 2009. The community project to update the Willow
Way recreation area has been a resounding success, and
work on the exciting new scheme is scheduled to start by
September 2009. We are especially delighted that our
sports coaches and craft providers are qualified to coach
young people with disabilities and we are determined that
our community will become well known for its inclusive
and welcoming approach to all activities.

The economic crisis was not on the agenda when the
Town Plan project started, but is very much in everyone’s
minds now. Again, multi agency working is helping to
tackle issues such as skill training for jobs, employment
and benefit advice as well as providing facilities such as
computer and Internet access. Work is continuing with
various organisations (CAB, Skills for Life, Jobseekers) to
facilitate up to date advice and information for the public
on employment and economic issues. It is also reassuring
to see that there are other support networks in place
in the community. For example, Darley Dale Methodist
Church holds weekly social sessions, where members of
the community can drop in for tea and a chat. In addition,
affordable meals are offered at other times.

Social and Spiritual Life:
A renewed ‘multi agency’ collaboration between
representatives from the local churches, the council, the
Trust and other organisations and businesses is proving
very rewarding. This group meets regularly to discuss
community issues and initiatives and how best to work
together to make a positive contribution to the community
and address areas of need. As a consequence baby and
toddler pre-school groups are now established at various
community venues on different days of the week and
a new youth club for young people aged 13-16 will be
starting in September 2009. We are very excited about
this project and are hopeful that it will lead to great
things. A further example is ‘The Flower in the Field’ which
is a community venture lead by the Derbyshire Federation
for Mental Health. (See Annex 4)
A social club for senior members of our community,
Memory Lane, has also been started, meets monthly and is
proving very popular.

Perhaps most importantly our greatest achievement has
been to reintroduce organisations to other community
groups and to the public. This will ensure that information
is shared, enabling a cohesive way of working and
facilitating information getting out to the public on a
regular basis.
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Proposals
The questionnaire responses produced a range of informative opinions. From these responses, we
have drawn proposals that we consider would have a good measure of support from the residents of
Darley Dale. We consider that action on all these proposals merits consideration. We have summarised
them as follows:

The Social Fabric of our town

The Future

A. The improvement of leisure facilities in Darley Dale

We recommend that the issues that we have discussed
merit further review within a reasonable time scale.

with particular reference to:
• Identifying facilities for teenagers that will meet their
particular needs

Responding to concerns: setting up a
system of consultation.

• Providing better opportunities for recreation for 		
residents and visitors alike

The Steering Group considers that the consultative process
in which we have been involved has established a good
precedent. Future consultations may take other forms, but
the principle of consultation has been established.

B. A comprehensive survey of the current and projected
future housing needs of Darley Dale
with particular reference to:
• First time occupiers (young people and families)
• Housing for independent older people

The Built Environment
C. The creation of an accessible, safe and pleasant
network of footpaths and cycleways within and across
Darley Dale.
The aims of this will be:
• To reduce dependency on the car
• To make it easier and more pleasant to walk about
town
• To give more opportunity for residents and visitors to
get exercise
D. A review of road safety and crossings
with particular reference to:
• Oddford Lane
• Chesterfield Road
• the A6 at the Whitworth Hospital
E. A review of car parking availability
• with particular reference to the Hooley’s estate and
Park Lane
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Annex 1
The membership of the Town Plan Steering Group was as follows:
Mr D Brown

Mrs H Griffiths

Mr E. Runham

Cllr D Burton

Mrs P Ingham (Town Clerk)

Cllr Mrs R Smith

Mrs R Burton

Mrs S Kay

Dr M Snaith (Chairman)

Mrs D Cliff

Rev’d R Quarton

Mrs I Wagstaffe

Cllr J Evans (Leader, Town Council)

Rev’d A Dawson

Mr Brian Gadsby

Miss M Render

Annex 2
Local organisations (all telephone numbers are 01629 unless shown otherwise):
Benefit with Bingo
Church in the Peak
Community Transport
Derwent Bowmen
Derwent Hockey Club
DD Association of Wrens
DD Badminton Club – Senior citizens
DD Beavers
DD Brass Band
DD Community Centre, Bakewell Rd
DD Cricket Club
DD Croquet Club
DD Dancing School
DD Fairtrade Steering Group
DD Film Society
DD Guides
DD Homing Society
DD Horticultural Society
DD Indoor Bowls Club
DD Juniors FC
Darley Lions FC
DD Cubs
DD Table Tennis Club
DD Tennis Club
DD & District Twinning Ass.
DD United FC
DD Women’s Institute
Essential Fitness
First Taste
Line Dancing

I. Wagstaffe
D.Harper
E. Edwards
Ken Ness
M. Unwin
Mrs R.Sayers
T.Glossop
Phil & Carol Hancock
K.Sheldon
Mrs Gray
C. Sellors
David Gregory
Claire Dobinson
Paul Wilding
David Gregory
Jane Leech
J.S. Whit
Mrs M. Hall
C. Underwood
J.Marsden
B. Clarke
N. Winter
Pat Thorley
T. Pilkington
Kevin Senior
M. Allsop
Mrs L. McGlone
Jan Handley
Mrs I. Wagstaffe
S. Tompkins

733849
814813
814889
581671
57072
584411
732710
732093
734641
56718
733293
732455
56267
733545
732455
580444
733290
583956
733448
733974
734213
732662
01246 275869
733346
733053
733989
735080
735150
733849
636386
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Annex 2 (continued)
Seedlings parents & toddlers group
Tim Berry
581201
St Helen’s Church (Wed am) Toddlers group		
732669
Sure Start Toddlers Group (Wed pm)		
732669
Dale Road Methodist Church Toddler Group (Mon am)		
732228
St Helens Buttercups Group (music & movement for
Sara Bailey
07590 438597
babies and toddlers)
Matlock Derwent Valley Lions Club
Kevin Senior
733053
Methodist Churches (Dale Road, Hillside and Hackney)		
732228
Orchard Cottage Assessment Unit
Ms A Young
733400
Rainbows
Mrs G. Senior
733053
Slimming World
Ruth Swift
735026
St Helen’s Ladies Club
Mrs B. Scargill
734339
St Helen’s Parish Church
Rev’d Robert Quarton
734257
Two Dales Flying Club
Mrs B. Haymes
56912
The Dales Evangelical Church
Rev’d Richard Brooks
733744
Whitworth Centre Office
Mrs S. Beastall
733678
Whitworth Park Bowls Club, Mick Hill, Marbury, Derby Road, Wirksworth, DE4 AR
Whitworth Snooker & Billiards Club
Jim McCann
734269
Darley Dale Town Council, Whitworth Centre, Darley Dale DE4 2EQ, tel: 01629 735248.
Email: townclerk@darleydale.gov.uk. Website http://www.darleydale.gov.uk/index.html
Derbyshire Dales District Council, Town Hall, Bank Road, Matlock DE4 3NN – Tel: 01629 761100
Derbyshire County Council, County Hall, Matlock DE4 3AG – Tel: 01629 580000 – Call Centre 08456 058058

Annex 3: The 2009/10 Refurbishment of the Whitworth Centre: its effect on
the facilities
The leisure facilities in the broadest definition, which
includes sport, organised events and perhaps WEA classes,
are already reasonably well catered for.

a cafe service during the summer from the Terrace Room,
and high quality food service for functions (e.g. weddings
and birthday parties) and conferences.

Football, croquet and putting are already played in the
park. The small concrete pool at the bottom of the park
is used occasionally for model boats and there is a skate
bowl next to it.

The Sports Hall floor will be renewed. The magnificent old
billiards room will be refurbished. The heating and lighting
throughout the building will be improved.

Dance classes are held daily in the Ballroom, toddler groups
meet weekly and reunion groups such as the Wrens use the
facilities regularly. The WEA hold day and evening classes
at the Whitworth throughout the year. Indoor bowls, table
tennis, karate and badminton have all found a home in the
sports hall. The elderly are served by ‘Memory Lane’.
The future development, funded by the Lottery Grant, will
involve refurbishment of all of the existing rooms and add
two more. There will be a passenger lift between floors and
a platform lift between the ground floor and the Terrace
Room. The catering facilities will be improved so as to offer

Existing facilities will be warmer, properly decorated and
more accessible for all groups. Another project will see the
lake restored in 2009/10.
In order to be able to continue to subsidise the cost
of these leisure facilities, the Centre will continue
to encourage the use of the facilities by commercial
organisations, in the form of training courses, conferences
and functions. The Lodge has been refurbished to provide
luxury holiday accommodation and is proving a popular
attraction.
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Annex 4: The flower in the field
The Derbyshire Federation for Mental Health* is a registered
charity that gives support to people who suffer from mental
ill-health problems, ranging from anxiety and phobias,
to schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder, post-natal depression,
bereavement, loneliness and melancholy. The organisation
is based in Matlock and supports people in and around the
neighbouring communities. It relies upon grants, donations
and the goodwill of both service users and volunteers to see
projects such as this through to conclusion
The Federation recently acquired a piece of land in Church
Lane, Darley Dale. In consultation with service users and
Darley Dale Town Council, the Federation intends to use
the land to improve the support it provides to its service
users, and also to create an area for the whole community.
The aim is to provide a safe haven and a place where
people can take part in activities which benefit both them
and the environment.
The Federation has been working closely with the social
enterprise organisation ‘Red Welly’ to produce a detailed
plan for the field. It was very overgrown when acquired,
so comprehensive clearance was necessary before the first
and possibly the most important stage could commence,
the laying of a comprehensive network of paths to allow
access for all.
As the name suggests, the intention is to use a flower
design as the main centrepiece of the site. The designated

areas will include a nature or wildlife area, with bird
feeding stations, insect homes and log piles for fauna, a
polytunnel, a boggy area for native plants, a new copse
of trees, a decked area for recreational purposes and a
sensory garden. Areas will also be left empty for clients to
decide on a particular usage.
A key objective of the Federation is to support clients in
taking responsibility for finding their own solutions to
their difficulties. User-led self-help groups vary from craft
activities to healthy life-style. The Federation intends
that new support groups will be formed as a result of the
development of the field.
The Flower in the Field project is being designed to
improve the local ground environment and the Federation
is mindful of how to make better use of this project for
teaching and learning. Educational activities which could
be carried out include growing an area of wildflower
meadow, doing external artworks using natural materials,
putting up nest boxes for birds and bats, keeping bio
diversity records, willow tunnels, willow sculptures and
planting flowers and vegetables.
*The contact details at the time of preparation of
Darley Dale Town Plan are as follows: Rona Rawson or
Toni Bryan, at the Derbyshire Federation for Mental Health
on 01629 580935.
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