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Minutes of the Climate and Environment Committee Meeting held by 

videoconference on Thursday 7th January 2021 
Present  

Councillors Welch; Oakley and Chrystal and Ian Adkin (Clerk).      

  

1/21  Apologies for Absence  

None 

 

2/21 Variations of Business 

Cllr Welch proposed that since a local flood plan was a clear priority and would form the first stage 

of the DDTC Environmental Plan, items 6 and 7 should be considered together.  

 

• It was RESOLVED to cover agenda item 6 under item 7 “Local Flood Plan”. 

 

3/21 Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Welch declared an interest as an employee of DCC.  

 

4/21  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the December Committee meeting as a true and 

accurate record. 

 

5/21  Public Participation 

No submissions had been received from residents or the public. 

 

6/21 Update on Action List 

The Xmas break meant that many of the actions from the December meeting could not be 

actioned. Actions E2 and E8 were completed and the remainder would be carried over to the 

February meeting.  

 

7/21 Darley Dale Town Council Local Flood Plan 

The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Bakewell Flood Plan and a template that could be used for 

Darley Dale’s own plan. The Environment Agency had also offered some help in formulating a 

plan. The clerk suggested that there might be an opportunity to work with South Darley Parish 

Council on a joint plan for the boundary areas and agreed to raise this at the next Parish Council 

meeting on the 12th of January.  
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Cllr Welch pointed out that any plan for the town had to address a range of potential issues across 

the area. The river was an obvious risk and was the responsibility of the Environment Agency but 

the town had also suffered historically from water running down roads and from the surrounding 

hills when the network of wells and culverts were overwhelmed. There were also issues around 

the town where blocked or inadequate drainage caused an excess of surface water. It was 

important too that the householders, farmers or livestock keepers in the worst affected areas 

were encouraged to make preparations when flood warnings were issued. In particular sheep and 

other livestock should be moved to safety and hay bails and other farming materials should be 

moved or secured well in advance. 

She suggested a number of steps might be needed initially: 

 

1. To identify “hot spots” and high-risk areas around the town as a first step to 

identifying potential countermeasures and contingencies. 

2. Recruit flood wardens from among Councillors and residents 

3. Write to local farmers to avoid a repeat of the bales that were swept away during 

the floods of 2020. 

4. Establish ownership of any livestock in vulnerable areas to ensure that they were 

moved to safety early on. 

5. Once available write to those residents in affected areas with a copy of the plan.  

 

Action: Clerk to check environment agency website flood model to identify areas under threat of 

river flooding. 

Action: Clerk to consult Councillors and other resources to build list of high-risk areas not covered 

by the environment agency. 

Action: Clerk to report back on potential for joint plan with SDPC. 

  

8/21 Date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be by video on the 4th of February. 
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