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Minutes of the Meeting of Darley Dale Town Council held in the 

Ballroom, Whitworth Centre on Thursday 29th July 2021  
 

Present  

Councillors Oakley (Chair), Curtis, Farmer, Gardner, Long, Mordue, Ward and Welch. Acting Clerk Ian 

Adkin was also in attendance.  

 

FC721/1 Apologies for Absence – Received from Cllrs Atkin, Chrystal and Dowling and from Lo-

cum RFO Peter Leppard.  

 

FC721/2 To Consider Variations to the Order of Business 

• It was RESOLVED to move item 9 iv (Election of new Planning committee Chair) to 9ii.  

 

FC721/3 Declarations of Members’ Interests  

• Cllrs Chrystal, Long, Oakley, Farmer, Curtis & Welch have declared interests as members of 
the Whitworth Trust.  

• Cllr Welch has declared interests as an existing Allotment holder and as an employee of DCC. 

• Cllr Curtis has declared an interest as a trustee of the Derbyshire Federation of Mental Health. 

• Cllr Atkin has declared an interest as Chair of Planning at DDDC. 
 

FC721/4 Exclusion of Press and Public – None in attendance 

 

FC721/5 Minutes of Previous Meetings  

• It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Monday 24th 

June 2021 as a true and accurate record.   

 

FC721/6 Public Participation - None 

 

FC721/7 Report from Police/and or County/District Councillors – None present 

The Police had held a meet and greet event at the Whitworth and the main issues reported were 

speeding on the A6, motorbike noise, parking and anti-social behaviour.  

 

The Chair asked the Clerk to invite the new DCC Representativei and the PCSOii to the next meeting 

and encourage their future attendance. The Clerk reported that while all three local District Council-

lors had previously been sent copies of the agenda and invited to attend only one had done so. The 

Chair asked the Clerk to write separately to each asking them to work more closely with the Town 

Council on local issuesiii. 

 

Cllr Farmer pointed out the issue of speed on the A6 and suggested the Darley Dale Speedwatch Group 

on Old Hackney Lane might be able to help. The Chair asked the Clerk to contact them.iv 
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FC721/8 Finance  

i. Payments to be made : 
 

Peter Leppard – Locum RFO - £421.86 
Acting Clerk – £866.89 
Footpath Warden – £144.72 

 

 
Tax 255.80 
Employee NI 36.23 
Employer NI 49.94 
Total £341.97 

• It was RESOLVED to approve the payments listed 
 

ii. Payments made under delegated powers 
 
Whitworth Trading – Office Rental £972.40 
Whitworth Trading – Room Hire 24/6 - £140 
Bus Shelter Cleaning - £90 
Tree Removal – Oddford - £660 

Printer Ink – Real Computer Shop - £141 
DALC Training - £30 
DALC Training - £30 

 

• It was RESOLVED to endorse the payments made under delegated powers  

 
iii. Budget monitoring for July 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the budget monitoring for July 
 

iv. Bank Reconciliation for July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the bank reconciliation for July 
 

v. Revised Audit Action Plan 

The Clerk reported that the main change since the last meeting had been to create a digital library of all in-

voices and this was in hand. Improvements had also been made to the way in which invoices were received 

and handled. 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the revised audit plan. 

BANK RECONCILIATION 

BALANCE FROM 2020-21 £133,772.58 

PLUS RECEIPTS £214,271.96 

LESS PAYMENTS EXCL. VAT £64,233.82 

LESS VAT PAID £1,503.70 

BALANCE TO DATE £282,307.02 

BANK BALANCES   

CURRENT £153,037.11 

DEPOSIT £128,769.91 

NO 2 A/C £500.00 

TOTAL £282,307.02 
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vi. Charges for Room Hire 

Cllr Welch asked about the charges made by the Whitworth for room hire for Council meetings. Cllr 

Long defended the charge explaining that the Whitworth incurred costs in keeping the building open 

for Council meetings. The ongoing position on room charges was tied up in the draft SLA which Cllr 

Mordue had begun to look at but which was yet to be agreed. The Chair asked the Clerk to circulate 

the draft SLA to all Councillors and asked for comments to be directed to Cllr Mordue in the first 

instance.v  

 

FC721/9  Planning  

i. Consultation responses under delegated powers 

21/00631/FUL – No objections  (Tinderbox Ltd, The Red House) 
21/00698/FUL – No objections  (The Fields, Ladygrove Rd) 
21/0322/FUL – No objections  (6 John Turner Rd) 
21/00496/FUL – No objections  (28 Columbell Way) 
21/00778/FUL – No objections  (Edgerton, Bent \Lane) 
 

• It was RESOLVED to endorse the responses made under delegated powers 
 

ii. Election of new Planning Committee Chair 

• It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Farmer as the Chair of the Planning Advisory Committee 
 

iii. Current Consultations 

The Clerk reported that in view of the sudden departure of the previous Chair of Planning he had asked for 

extensions on all outstanding consultations to allow time to convene the Committee if necessary. 

• It was RESOLVED to convene the Planning Advisory Committee as soon as practical to consider cur-

rent consultations. 

• It was further RESOLVED to allow temporary delegated authority to the Planning Advisory Commit-

tee to respond on outstanding consultations directly to DDDC. 

 

FC721/10 Promoting the Council Grant Scheme 
Cllr Long presented a short paper setting out a series of steps designed to raise the profile of the Council 
Grant scheme and encourage more take up.  

• It was RESOLVED that Cllr Long work with the Clerk on promoting the scheme as set out in the paper 
 

FC721/11 Revised Grant Application Form 
The Clerk had circulated a shortened and simplified grant form which was designed to make it easier for lo-
cal organisations to start the process of applying. Some Councillors had comments and he asked everyone to 
do the same. Comments and suggested changes would be incorporated into a new form which would be 

presented at a future meeting. 
 

• It was RESOLVED to set the minimum level of grant at £100 and the maximum to £5000. 
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FC721/12 Update on the Whitworth Centre and Trading Matters 
The Café redesign was due to start in the next couple of weeks and would be around the theme of a Victo-
rian tearoom. This would mean that the Terrace Café would be shut but the takeaway service which worked 
so well during lockdown would be reinstated and the gallery room would be available for seating.  

Work on the Whitworth 5-year plan was due to conclude in August and a Governance review was underway 
using an independent expert. There was a very active programme of theatrical events and this year’s fi-
nances showed a 10k surplus. 
 

FC721/13 Council Risk Assessment 21-22 
The Clerk had circulated a draft risk assessment and asked Councillors to direct comments and suggestions 
to him directly.  
 
FC721/14 Mission, vision, values 
The chair asked the Clerk to arrange an informal meeting for the 19th of August for Councillors to begin the 
process of agreeing their shared vision for the future of Darley Dale.vi 

 
FC721/15 Party in The Park 

The Clerk talked through the plans for the day which involved a Council stand where residents could find out 
more about the Council’s work and meet their Councillors. There would be a short survey for people to com-
plete with the chance to win a prize and several suggestions were made designed to get people to the stand. 

The Clerk asked councillors to let him know when they would attend and what they could help with on the 
day.  

• It was RESOLVED to approve up to £200 for a presentation stand 
 

FC721/16 Induction of new Councillors 
Cllr Long ran through his paper setting out some ideas to help new Councillors get up to speed and integrate 
more quickly. It was agreed that this was a good initiative and that Cllr Long would take it forward with the 

Clerk. Cllr Mordue offered to get involved as the newest Councillor.  

 
FC721/17 Community Awards 2021 
Cllr Long again talked through his paper. The plan was to follow the tried and tested model for the award 
process and he would lead, working with councillors and the Clerk’s office. The main change from last year 
would be to arrange a formal dinner which hadn’t been possible last year. 2020 winners would be invited 

along with this year’s nominees. £2,500 had already been allocated in the budget and more would be raised 
by sponsorship. 

• It was RESOLVED to proceed with the awards as set out 

 
 FC721/18 Request for support for Scouts 
Cllr Long reported on a letter he’d received asking whether any trustees would be interested in helping with 
the scouts. A similar letter had been received by the Chair. He asked councillors to consider the request ei-
ther for themselves or for people they knew who might be interested. 
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FC721/19 Fairtrade 

• It was RESOLVED to defer the discussion on Fairtrade until the next meeting 
 
FC721/20 Correspondence received- None.  

 
FC721/21 To consider a return to Committee Meetings 

• It was RESOLVED to reinstate the Committees. 
The Clerk would liaise with Committee Chairs on dates and agendas.vii The Chair asked the Clerk to look at 
buying a table and chairs so that the Lady Whit office could be used for committee meetings therefore 
avoiding room hire costsviii.  
 

FC721/22 Date of Next Meeting 
The next full council meeting was scheduled for 19th August 2021. 

 
i Clerk to invite newly elected DCC Councillor to next meeting 
ii Clerk to invite PCSO to next and subsequent meetings 
iii Clerk to write to local DDDC Councillors inviting closer working on local issues 
iv Clerk to contact DD Speed-watch group 
v Clerk to circulate draft SLA. Councillors to comment to Cllr Mordue. 
vi Clerk to arrange informal meeting to discuss vision 
vii Clerk to liaise with Committee Chairs on dates and agendas for next meetings. 
viii Clerk to obtain quotes for meeting table and chairs 
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