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Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held by 

videoconference on Wednesday 13th January 2021 

 
Present  

Councillors Oakley (Chair), Atkin, Dowling, Farmer, Curtis and Chrystal and Ian Adkin (Meeting Clerk).      

  

36/21  Apologies for Absence  

Cllr Daly sent her apologies and was attending a Whitworth Trust meeting. 

 

37/21 Variations of Business 

There were no variations. 

 

38/21 Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Curtis declared an interest as a trustee of the Derbyshire Federation for Mental Health. 

 

39/21  Minutes of Previous Meetings 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the December minutes of this Committee as a true record. 

 

40/21 Actions from previous meeting 

All outstanding actions completed bar one relating to litter picking which is on hold due to current 

restrictions on social gatherings. Cllr Chrystal asked that thank you messages be sent to the resident who 

had donated the Xmas tree and to Matlock Electrical for installing and uninstalling the lights free of charge.  

Action: Clerk to draft thank-you messages from Mayor to Matlock Electrical and local resident. 

 

41/21 Public Participation  

A request to fill empty grit bins on Morledge had been received. Cllrs Oakley and Farmer agreed to give up 

their time to fill them the following day.  

Action: Cllrs Oakley and Farmer to refill grit bins at Morledge 

 

42/21 Police, Crime and anti-social behaviour 

The Chair reported that police were investigating two break-ins on Willow Way. He also reported that Cllr 

Daly had now identified the source of the razor wire along the footpath between Station Road and Old 

Road. She had escalated it to the District Council who had taken up the issue with the landowners and the 

tenant who was renting it and who had installed the wire. Cllr Atkin offered to raise the issue with DDDC.  

Action: Cllr Atkin to raise issue of razor wire with DDDC  

 

43/21 Allotments 

Two reclaimed allotments had been cleared at the weekend and an area where the hedge had been 

removed by a tenant had been replanted. Hedging was still required to screen off an exposed area along 
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Church Lane and Cllr Atkin agree to talk the environment team at District Council to see what was 

available. He also agreed to enquire about the availability of saplings for Farley Hill. 

Action: Cllr Atkin to discuss options for trees and hedging with DDDC 

 

The Clerk reported that February would be a busy month for Allotments. The plots needed remeasuring, 

marking out and numbering which would be a priority for the Community Maintenance Officer once 

appointed, the contract needed reviewing and tightening in some areas and there would be an informal 

inspection of the small number of problem plots before tenants were allowed to renew. The renewal 

process itself was time consuming especially given that up to a dozen new allotments needed renting out 

and Cllr Oakley had been talking to the Allotment Committee at Church Road about a potential rent rise to 

help finance improvements on the site. The Clerk would present a revised contract and proposals for a rent 

rise to the February meeting. 

 

Cllr Chrystal asked about the potential for a committee at the Oddford site and the clerk reported that this 

had been considered by plot-holders at Oddford but discounted. Cllr Chrystal suggested that the 

Whitworth might host a produce sale or growing competition for allotment holders and the Clerk agreed to 

investigate this further once restrictions allowed. 

 

Cllr Chrystal asked the Clerk for an update on the Community Service Officer vacancy and the Clerk 

reported that 9 requests for application forms had been received and answered with one returned. Cllr 

Chrystal asked that those who had asked for a form were issued an invite or reminder nearer the closing 

date to ensure as many as possible applied.  

Action: Clerk to issue reminders to potential applicants before 20/1/21 

 

44/21  Community Garden Project Proposal 

The Community Garden project team had secured further funding and now had a total of £2250 to build a 

programme for the school. Major groundworks were scheduled to begin in the last week of January.  

 

45/21 Platform Housing 

Parking remained a major problem and a resident had offered to rent or buy space for parking. The 

priority though was residents’ safety and convenience and this was likely to be rejected.  

 

46/21 Dog Fouling 

DDDC were planning a review of dog and litter bin locations and the Clerk had requested that the council 

be directly involved. The Clerk asked Cllr Atkin about the Railway footpath between the Arc and Peak Rail 

which were by far the most reported problem areas. Cllr Atkin said it was a challenge to get vehicles along 

to empty bins but that it would be considered and recommended including it in any response. 

  

47/21  Littering 
Cllr Oakley had been promised some litter pickers and bin bags by DDDC and these were due to be 
delivered to the Whitworth in the next few weeks. Once restrictions permitted, this would allow the 
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council to support resident groups who wanted to organise litter picking events while also allowing the 
council to organise its own. 
 
48/21 Grit Bins 
Several councillors asked about the position of the annual grit delivery under the Snow Warden scheme. 
The position was not clear and the Clerk agreed to investigate. 
Action: Clerk to establish position on grit deliveries 
 
49/21 Date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be Wednesday 10th of February 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. 
 

 

http://www.darleydale.gov.uk/

