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Minutes of the Community Services Committee Meeting held by 

videoconference on Wednesday 9th December 2020 

 
Present  

Councillors Oakley (Chair), Dowling, Daly, Curtis and Chrystal and Ian Adkin (Meeting Clerk).      

  

24/20  Apologies for Absence  

Cllrs Atkin and Farmer sent their apologies. 

 

25/20 Variations of Business 

There were no variations. 

 

26/20 Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Curtis declared an interest as a trustee of the Derbyshire Federation for Mental Health. 

 

27/20  Minutes of Previous Meetings 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the October minutes of this Committee as a true record. 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the November minutes of this Committee as a true record. 

 

28/20 Public Participation 

 Two issues had been raised by residents as part of wider correspondence – Dog-fouling which was on 

the agenda for discussion, and litter particularly along the railway footpath and Hallmoor woods. Both had 

expressed an interest in arranging a litter pick themselves and the Chair asked for the issue to be added to 

January’s Committee agenda. Cllr Oakley reported that he was in discussions to secure some litter picking 

equipment and would keep attendees informed on progress. 

 

Action: Meeting Clerk to add Litter Picking to January Committee Agenda  

Action: Cllr Oakley to approach DDDC about equipment to support local litter picks. 

 

29/20 Police, Crime and anti-social behaviour 

The Chair reported that there had been trespassers at Church Road allotments who left when challenged. 

Some stored logs had also disappeared from the site. Cllrs Oakley and Atkin had attended the cemetery 

after reports of vandalism. They had reported the matter to DDDC whose own assessment was that most 

of the damage was caused by high winds. In response to reports of anti-social behaviour around the 

cemetery DDDC were considering locking the gate from the rear of the Methodist Church.  

 

Cllr Daly raised the issue of razor wire along the footpath between Station Road and Old Road. She had 

reported it and been told that it was on private land but still felt it was a risk. Cllr Oakley offered to put her 

in touch with Peak Rail whose land it was. 
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30/20 Allotments 

The Council had managed to extract great value for money from the skip and the tree work. The skip 

booked for Oddford had been used to clear both allotment sites in the end and the company who had 

removed the dangerous tree had gone on to clear and move the Xmas tree and provide all the wood 

chippings for use by allotment holders. A photo of the Xmas tree and the resident who donated it was on 

the website and due to go onto Facebook.  

 

Cllr Oakley asked the committee to support the hiring a JCB for a day to clear some of the allotments 

recovered after the September inspections and clear the remnants of the old boundary hedge now that it 

had been trimmed back. Cllr Chrystal supported this and said it would also clear ground on the proposed 

Community Garden which was earmarked for more allotments. The money would be an advance on the 

£10k earmarked for allotment work in the 21/22 budget. 

 

• It was RESOLVED to recommend to full Council that approval be given to the hiring of a JCB for 

one day at a cost of £300 plus VAT.  

 

31/20  Community Garden Project Proposal 

The Clerk had produced a formal project proposal and asked for feedback before it went to the full Council 

next week. The aim was to secure £3500 from the 21/22 Allotment fund and which would allow the 

Council to reclaim and landscape the former “Flowers In the Field” site on Church Road to create a 

Community Garden, a wildlife area and up to five new allotments. The project was in two parts and the 

Churchtown School PTA were leading on the use of the land to support the school, the Derbyshire 

Federation of Mental Health and other local organisations. The Council as “owners” were responsible for 

the landscaping of the site and would need to cover the cost.  

 

Cllr Chrystal asked what the plan would be for the site if the Community Garden project failed or proved 

unsustainable and the Chair replied that in that scenario the land would be repurposed as allotments and 

financing this work would make that easier. Cllr Oakley suggested that an agreement between all parties 

would be useful to cover future use.  

 

Action: Clerk to update project form before submission to full Council to make it clear that this is an 

advance and to include “plan B” arrangements 

 

32/20 Yellow Lines 

The Clerk ran through proposals for installing yellow lines at six sites in the town. Three were already 

lodged with the DCC Transport team and six others had been considered. In producing the list the Clerk 

had applied the advice from DCC and this meant that, in two cases, the proposal was to contact the 

residents who were regularly parking in dangerous spots and ask them to park elsewhere. A further site 

had been discounted to avoid adversely affecting a local business.   

 

Three new sites were now being proposed: 
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➢ The A6 end of Grove Lane. 

➢ Greenaway Lane from the A6 past the school, concentrating on the bends around the school. 

➢ Churchtown School 

 

• It was RESOLVED to recommend to the full Council acceptance of the six sites detailed by the Clerk 

 

Action: Clerk to update “Yellow Lines” proposal to detail the six sites agreed by the Committee 

 

33/20 Platform Housing 

The housing association are in consultation with residents about the ongoing parking issues and had 

agreed to keep the Council informed. Cllr Daly offered to obtain an update from the residents.  

 

34/20 Dog Fouling 

The lack of a clear programme for cutting grass verges wasn’t helping and seemed to encourage 

irresponsible owners and the non-availability of the Footpath Warden meant this would only get worse. 

This would be a priority for the Community Maintenance Officer once appointed. 

 

35/20 Date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be Wednesday 13th January 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. 
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